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YORK  COUNTY  VOLUNTEER  ASSOCIATION 
Route  4,  Box  311 
Yorktown,  Virginia 

May,  1968 


As  you  probably  already  know,  the  York  County  Volunteer  Association 
is  a  group  of  volunteers  working  together  with  the  aim  of  providing 
assistance  to  needy  families  and  individuals  of  the  county.  This  includes 
doing  whatever  is  possible  to  improve  the  living  and/or  educational 
status  of  the  residents  of  the  county. 

Up  to  this  date  the  association  has  dealt  mainly  in  relieving  dis¬ 
tress.  The  association  is  now  reaching  out  to  other  actions.  Just  last 
week  a  tutoring  program  was  started  which  is  aimed  at  lifting  the  level 
of  knowledge  of  those  boys  and  girls  who  either  are  slow  learners,  or 
have  been  restricted  from  attending  school  because  of  being  disciplinary 
problems . 

Another  program  in  which  the  association  is  interested  is  closely 
related  to  the  tutoring  program.  This  is  to  circulate  available  surplus 
books  in  an  attempt  to  bring  up  the  educational  leveT  of  our  population, 
and  to  reduce  the  communication  gap  between  the  members  of  the  York 
County  community.!  This  involves  a  project  to  set  up,  staff  with  volun¬ 
teers,  and  operaVe  a  library  service  in  York  County.  This  library  will 
be  open  to  all  residents  of  York  County.  I  want  to  emphasize,  however, 
that  this  is  a  stop-gap  measure  and  will  not  detract  from  York  County's 
need  for  more  adequate  library  service. 

For  this  stop-gap  program  we  have  some  immediate  needs  and  we  ask 
your  help.  We  already  have  a  building.  However  we  need: 

1.  Book  donations  -  both  new  and  used,  adult  and  children.  We 
have  been  fortunate  in  already  obtaining  a  large  number  of  books  from 
official  and  private  sources,  but  can  always  use  more. 

1  s' 2.  Shelving  for  free-standing  book  shelves.  We  can,  if  necessary, 
operate  temporarily  on  a  variety  of  make-shift  shelves  such  as  cinder 
blooks  or  bricks  for  supports  and  medium  sized  boards  (or  extra  table 
leaves)  for  shelving. 

3«  Volunteers  to  prepare  books  for  display  and  to  circulate  them. 

This  stop-gap  action  by  the  YCVA  should  not  preclude  appropriate 
action  aimed  at  obtaining  full  library  service  for  this  community. 

Several  suggestions  for  going  about  it  have  been  made  by  interested 
individuals.  These  include: 

1.  Speak  up  -  send  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors  pointing  up  York  County's  need  for  adequate  library  service. 
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YORKTOWN  —  Tlie  Y  o  r  kj  Leslie  said  a  tutoring  pro- 
County  Volunteer  Association,; gram  has  been  started,  aimed 
branching  out  from  its  work  of  at  lifting  the  level  of  knowledge 
providing  assistance  to  needy  j  of  boys  and  girls  wha  are  either 
families  and  individuals  in  the:  slow  learners,  or  have  been 
(community,  is  planning  to  derestricted  from  attending  school 
culate  available  surplus  books  j  because  of  disciplinary  prob¬ 
in  an  attempt  to  brwjg^JJj^Jlems. 


“We  need  A Ixwk  donations, ( 
both  new  and  used  books  fori 
adults  and  children,”  he  said. 


The  project  to  circulate  books  Leslie  said  shelving  for  free- 
i  includes  the  setting  up  and  standing  book  shelves  will  have 
! staffing  with  volunteers  a  li-  to  be  obtained 

“We  can-  ? necessary' oper- 
aU  residents  of  York  County,"  j? 

£  however  3?  fa  a  derblocks  or  bricks  for  suPP°rts 
r  ’  ’  .  ■„  .  ,P  and  medium  sized  boards  or  ex- 

York  CoA’s  ,»tabIe  fc»»» 
for  more  adequate  library  serv-  ,  Also  necessary  will  be  a  num- 
iC€  »»  ber ,  of  volunteers  to  prepare 

In  the  promotion  of  library  h°pks  for  display  and  to  cir- 
services  on  a  larger  scale,  the  culate  them,  be  said, 
association  and  the YgriiCounty  Leslie  stressed  the  volunteer 
Council  of  Parent-Teachers— SL.  association  service  will  only  be 


educational  level  ol 


ot  norartes,  now  they- can  ■  be 
funded  and  what  state  aid  is 
available.  „ 

The  panel.1’  included  ■  Micfiae; 
Pipkin  oTTHe Charles  •  Taylot 
Library  in  Hampton;  N-\WaIdc 
Harrison,  chairman  of  the  York 
County  i  ETiflnlng-  commissior 
and  York  representative  to,' the 
| regional  planning  commission; 
Mrs.  Marian  Bowditch,  member 
of  the  York  County  School 
Board;  and  Mrs.  Iris  Anderson, 
League  of  Women  Voters. 

To  Form  Committee 


propriate  action  aimed  at  ob¬ 
taining  full  library  service  for 
this  community,”  he  said. 

Leslie  urged  those  interested 
to  speak  up,  perhaps  sending 
a  letter  -  of  recommendation  to 
the  county  Board-of  Supervisors 
stressing  York’s!  need  for  ade¬ 
quate' library  service. 

“State  assistance  is  available 
for  this  under  the  ‘regional  sys¬ 
tem’  where  two  or  more  gov¬ 
ernmental  units  join  together 
in  a  common  effort,  such  as 
It  was  decided  a  committee  York  County  and  Newport  News|i 

. .  he'j 


would  be  formed  to  present  a  or  York  and  -Hampton, 
definite  plan  of  action  to  the  pointed  out. 

York  County  Board  of  Super-  Leslie  said  residents  can  par- 
visors.  ticipate  in  a  financial  cam- 

One  of  the  approaches  now  paign,  should  the  need  arise  to 


17  and  Dare  Road  in  Late  July 
Leslie  said  the  association  has 
tlie  building  and  now  needs 
help  in  other  aspects  of  the 
project  __  • 


THE  TIMES-HERALD,  Newport  News,  Virginia/  Wednesdoy,  August  7,  1968 
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- .  The  women  are  members  of 
the  York  County  Volunteer 
Association,  which  formulated 
plans  for  the  "stop  gap”  11-  •. 
fbrarjvto1  satisfy,  the  need  for 
■library  service  in  the  county 
'  on  a  temporary  basis. 

.^Mrsi;  E.  iV,  Deskins,1  chair¬ 
man  of  the  library  committee  •• 
for  the  assoilation,'  said  the 
ultimate  goaf  is  to  join  with' 
Hampton  and-or  other  area 
•municipalities  and  counties  in 
a  regional  library  .  system. 

She^isaid  YH’e;library  to  be 
•located  at  the  intersection  off 
.‘U.S.  17  and  Dare  Road,  is 
Fplamied  only  to  get  the  county 
[started  on  the  right  road  to-  ' 
Awards  ..establishment  of  an 
I  adequate  public  ‘  library  sys¬ 
tem.-/  .  /N  :  . 

^  The  association  sponsored  a 
Itaeetingv  in  June  which  was 
['attended  -  by  (.representatives 
tfroni  most  bounty  dubs  and 
CWganizaf ions  and  designed  to 
•get' library  -'interested  people 

Hscuss  the  coun¬ 
ts  circulated  at 
md  will  be  pre 
County  Board  of. 
,ug.  15  by  Mrs. 

has  been  signed 
leople”  and  sim- 
signers  are  in¬ 


terested  in  establishment  of  a 
public  library  system. 

Mrs.  Deskins  said  the  peti¬ 
tion  could  eventually  be  used 
to  place  the  library  question 


on  the  ballot  in  the  November 
election  to  show  the  voters’ 
feelings  on  the  subject. 

She  said  the  association  and 
other  library  backers  hoped 


the  supervisors  would  back 
the  proposal  without  the  nec¬ 
essity  of  placing  the  issue  be¬ 
fore  the  voters. 

At  least  one  supervisor  has 


Jaycees  Jini  Lang,  Dick  Appelt,  Charles  Capps,  Bob  Thomps 
and  Ray  Sparrer  work  on  shelves. _ 


told  library  supporters  the 
best  way  to  impress  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  project  on  the 
supervisors  was  to  show  the 
strength1  of  the  support. 

The  house,  which  is  being 
rented  “for  a  very  reasonable 
price,”  is  being  renovated 
with  volunteer  labor  and 
equipment. 

“We  sure  could  use  some 
more  volunteers  and  various 
pieces  of  equipment,”  Mrs. 
Deskins  said. 

New  electrical  wiring,  an 
air-conditioning  system,  and 
heating  plant  are  all  being  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  building  by  vol¬ 
unteers.  The  equipment  was 
also  donated. 

The  shelves  beihg  renewed 
and  constructed  by  the  Jay¬ 
cees  were  donated  and  once 
occupied  space  in  the  College 
of  William  and  Mary  Library. 

Cain’s  Metal  Works  donated  ,, 
’'the  shelves  to  the  library. 

Mrs.  'Deskins  said 'the  teen¬ 
agers,  mostly  girls,  are  doing 
various  things  to  help  get  the 
library  in  operation. 

Wonien  from  the  YCVA  and 
the  teen-agers  work  at  the  li¬ 
brary  every  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  from  9  a.m.  until 
noon. 

State  funds  .for  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  permanent  and  ade-. 
quate  library  in  the  county , 


will  not  be  available  until 
July,  1970,  Mrs.  Deskins  said. 

“We  want  to  get  our  library 
started  and  show  a  definite 
need  for  the  service  so  we 
will  be  ready  to  apply  for  the 
funds,”  Mrs.  Deskins  saiij.  ,j 
She  said  the  Association^ 
hopes  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  will  match  aiTA, 
state  money  received.  4 
A  committee  tof  ormulatt^ 
plans  for  establishment  of  a  > 
permanent  library  system  will? 
be  formed  in  the  near  future,! 
Mrs.  Deskins  said; 

At  the  June  meeting,  Mrs.fi 
Marion  Bowditch,  a  CountyJ 
county  School  Board  mem-i  I 
ber;  N.  Waldo  Harrison^ 
chairman  of  the  county  plan-t- 
ning  Board,  and  Michael  Pip1  _ 
kin,.  Hampton’s  h§ad  ”, 
brarian,  all  said  the  county’s  j 
best  route  would  be  towards-) 
established  of  a  regional  sysjfj 
tern.  j 

Harrison  said  Hampton  had1 
already  .expressed  .an  interest p 
in  a  regional  system  and  thb . 
county  would  do .  well  tpjj 
work  with  the  city. 

Pipkin  said  $200,000  might  ‘ 
be  available  from  the  state  i 
for  establishment  of  the 
gional  system. 

He  said  the  funds  would. n«l 
be  available  until  1970. 
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YORKTOWN  —  Marshall|p.m.  I  '  . 

Hughes,  employed  at  the  NASA  Fridays  and"  from  9  to  noon  onltablishing 
library  at  Langley  Air  Force  Saturdays.  .  ,  , 

Base  has  been  selected  to  serve) 
as  consultant  librarian  to  the 
York  volunteer  library  to  oper¬ 
ate  in  Grafton. 


Mondays,  Wednesdays  and.for  placing  the  question  of  es- is  possible  to  improve  the  liv- gain  funds  for  other  projects  for| provided  the  instruction,  which 

_ -  '  1  a  public  faciiity  on  ing  or  educational  status  of  per-  the  underprivileged.  The  funds  was  conducted  with  the  help  of 

Saturdays.  the  ballot  in  the  November  elec-  sons  in  the  county. 

a  tion  to  determine  how  the  public  7;.^  o _ r 

IV1IUU1C11  O  O  tvil  J  IIVU*  win  to  feels.  -  |ago  as  a  non-profit  organization  0f 

to  11  a. m.  Saturdays,”  she  said.  7  '  /  '  "  7 ‘  7  '7 

“The  York  High  Keyettes,  un-  of  the  volunteer  association’s  lief  for  poor,  ill,  distressed 
der  the  coordination  of  Miss  program  to  provide  assistance  underprivilieged  families  or  in-j 
j  jjrs  g  x.  Deskins,  chairman  Laura  Blevins,  club  president,  in  solving  community  problems. 'dividuals  —  an  outgrowth  of  a 

'  „  ’ _ will  help  with  circulation  work  The  plan  to  circulate  surplus  recognition  there  was  an 

iff  the  llbrary  c°m,?1,tte?  -and  the  story  hour,”  she  said. -books  is  an  attempt  to  raise  the  poverished  segment  of  the 
Sponsoring  York  Volunteer  As-  “The  Keyettes  have  been  pre- educational  level  of  the  general  county  who 
jociation,  said  Hughes  has  co- paring  books  and  typing  cata- population.  The  effort  is  also 
irdinated  the  catalogue  system  logue  cards.”  attempt  to  reduce  the  commi 

/or  the  new  library,  as  well  as  Mrs.  Deskins  said  teen-age  ca^an  gap  in  York  County, 
established  policies  and  physical  boys  will  also  help,  adding  they)  TPe  association’s  program 
layout  of  the  facility.  (raw  been  painting  and  refinish- [ asslst  Persons  in  need  of  aid 

“The  acquisition  of  men  and  ing  furniture  for  the  library,  jcludes  accomplishing  whate 

.materials  for  the  heating,  light-'  The  library  chairman  indi-  ’  - — — — — 

ing  and  air  conditioning  system  cated  many  individuals  busi- 
1  for  thee  building  has  been  under  j  nesses  and  organizations  have 

his  direction,”  Mrs.  Deskins  donated  time  and  labor  on  the  r.o 

said.  project.  1 

Much  of  the  equipment,  in-  The  association’s  goal  is  to  8  * 

eluding  heat,  lights  and  air  con-ljoin  with  Hampton  or  other 

ditwnmg  has  been  donated  by  localities  in  the  area  in  a  re-  '  o 

arily  the  need  for  such  ^  petition  was  initiated  sev-  f  • 

a  facility  until  a  public  library  era*  months  ago  for  support  in  _  P3  s- 

[is  established,  will  have  a  grand  establishing  a  public  library  sys-  f  >-•  ® 

opening  Sept.  7  in  a  two-story  tem>  it  is  expected  to  be  ,  '',2! 

frame  house  on  Route  17.  presented  today  at  a ’meeting  of  I  l  £  = 

Mrs.  Deskins  said  Hughes,  the  York  County  Board  of  Su-|  \  ^ 

who  holds  a  BS  degree  in  libr-  pervisors.  The  petition  is  re-  7  nT  0 

ary  science  from  Campbell  Col-  ported  signed  by  hundreds  of  -T  ®  ^  1 

lege,  Buies  Creek,  S.C.,  will  at-  county  residents.  *«•>§ 


.are  spent  on  clothing,  medical  the  York  County  extension  riivi- 
gr°“p  _S_taf;t.e„_i>_n_e„7®ar| and  dental  treatment,  purchase  sion  of.VPI.  The  school  was  held 

The  library  is  only  one  phase  for  the  purpose  of  providing  re-lsom^moneUrv^^isUnce00^  at,fiS*ng,  Sun.  Baptist  Church. 

:  the  volunteer  association’s  lief  for  poor,  ill,  distressed  or!given.  v.  1  Although  this  program  has 

.._j  1  j  r  —  —  1  year  fbe  association  held been  concluded,  the  association 

combination  educational  and  plans  to  conduct  another  school 
im-,  recreational  program  two  morn- at  this  location  in  the  fall. 

.  were  not  being®8  moThers  Md^chifi  ThS  ^eral  months  ago,  when  an- 
an;  re  ached  by  aid  from  otherjmothers  were  given  instruction  nounclng  the  p,!f^^|art  the 
ini-  sources.  |jn  Masses  designed  to  imporve  library  program,  Alberti,  Leslie, 

|  The  group  collects  and  dis-  their  homemaking  skills,  while  president  of  the  association,  said 
to  tributes  clothing,  household  the  children  were  given  nursery  .the  library,  to  be.  staffed  with 
in-  items  and  food  fot  the  needy  :School  and  kindergarten  exper-ivolunteers,  \will  be  open^to  all 
i/er  and  excess  .items  are  sold  to'iences.  Two  trained  teachers  residents  of  York  County,  v  , 


a 


jppwntr  - 

T  h  €  Jaycees  contributed 
•many  man  hours  towards  con¬ 
struction  of  shelves  and  other 
.job’s  at  the  library. 

/The  library  is  actually  the 
results  of  plans  made  by  the 
•York  County  Volunteer  Asso- 
’  ciatioh  who  have  been  push¬ 
ing  for  a  public  library  in  the 
county  for  several  years. 

Albert  Leslie,  chairman  of 
the  association  will  be  master 
of  ceremonies  at  the  opening. 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Dreskins,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  association’s  libra¬ 
ry  committee,  said  Marshall 
Hughes,  National  Aeranautics 
and  Space  Administration  li¬ 
brarian,  will  serve  as  consul¬ 
tant  librarian. 

The  “stop  gap  library”  is 
the  product  of  many  volun¬ 
teers  who  have  worked  and 
aonated  to  see  the  facility  es¬ 
tablished...;*-, 

The '  Jaycees  a'nd  York 
County  High  Sohool  Keyettes 
along  with  the  Volunteer  As¬ 
sociation  were  instrumental  in 


brary  were  donated  by  indiv-  Mrs.  Kenneth  Beachum^  Mrs  W  F.  Perdue,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Newcomb,  and  Whrs^^V. 
I  iduals,  organizations  or  busi-  PVSR  Feller  (left  to  right)  prepare  books  for  distribution.  T  K  '  v 

'  nesses.  j  - 

The  metal  shelves,  which  j 
were  once  part  of  the  William 
and  Mary  library,.  Were  donat-  j 
ed  by,  Caip  Metal  Works  at 
|  Tabb,  W.  PL  Vaughan  Plumb- 1 


By  BOB  FRINK  ? 
imes-Herald  Staff  Write 

York  County’s  first  pdblic 
ibrary.  will  be'  officially  ojien- 
id  in  ax  —  two-story  frame 
louse  on  U.S.  17 '  Saturday 
norning  at  10.  f*,  4  I 

Over  100  county  officials,  or- 

;anization  representatives,  and 

ithers  who  helped  establish 
he  library  will  take  part  in 
he  ceremony.  - 
Raymond  Sparer,  president 
)f  the  York  Jaycees,  will  cut 
he  ribbon ,  officially  opening 


lie  facility. 


opening  Ceremony  Saturday 
For  York  Volunteer  Library 


YORKTOWN  Raymond 

Sparer,  president  of  the  York 
Jaycees,  will  cut  the  ribbon 
during  opening  ceremonies  at 
10  a.m.  Saturday  at  the  newly' 
established  York  Volunteer  Li¬ 
brary. 

The  library,  sponsored  by  the 
York  County  Volunteer  Associa¬ 
tion,  will  be  the  first  facility  of 
( its  kind  in  the  county.  There  is 
no  public  library. 

Albert  Leslie,  chairman  of  the 
volunteer  association,  wil^  be 
master  of  ceremonies  for  the 
event.  Also  on  the  program  will 
be  Marshall  Hughes  of  the 
NASA  library  at  Langley  Air' 
Force  Base,  who  is  serving  as 
consultant  librarian  to  the  vol¬ 
unteer  library,  and  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Deskins,  chairman  of  the  li¬ 
brary. 

Public  Invited 

Mrs.  Deskins  said  approxi¬ 
mately  100  invitations  have  been 
sent  to  organizations  for  the 
dedication  ceremonies  and  said 
it  is  hoped  many  residents  of 
the  county  will  attend  the  pub¬ 
lic  event. 

“We  have  processed  about  1,- 
500  books  since  July  and  have 
received  donations  amounting 
to  2,500  books  to  date,”  she 
said. 

“We  have  a  great  deal  more 
processing  to  do  and  more  book 
donations  are  expected  in  the 
future.” 

Mrs.  Deskins  said  no  books 
will  be  circulated  Saturday,  al¬ 
though  members  will  be  regis¬ 
tered  and  cards  presented  to 
them  with  the  assistance  of  the 
York  High  Keyettes,  under  the 
direction  of  Laura  Blevins, 
president. 

The  library  will  receive  a  1968 
edition  of  the  World  Book  en- 
cylopedia  and  the  volunteer  as¬ 
sociation  will  issue  certificates 
to  volunteers  for  their  contribu¬ 
tion  of  work  in  establishing  the 
library. 


The  library  will  officially  be¬ 
gin  circulation  of  books  Monday 
and  will  be  open  Mondays,  Wed¬ 
nesdays  and  Fridays  from  10 
a.m.  to  noon  and  from  6  to  8 
p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  from  9 
a.m.  to  noon. 

Floral  arrangements  have 
been  donated  for  the  opening 
ceremonies  by  the  Piney  Point 
Garden  Club. 

Mrs.  Deskins  said  donations 
of  money  for  the  library  may 
be  made  to  the  York  Volunteer 
Association,  Box  1206,  Grafton. 

“We  hope  to  receive  many 
more  public  and  private  dona¬ 


tions  of  books,”  Mrs.  Deskins 
said. 

Refreshments  will  be  served 
following  the  ceremony.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  include 
Mrs.  Martin  Panak,  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Feller  and  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Beacham. 

Tentative  plans  for  the  li¬ 
brary  include  a  children's  story 
hour  from  10  to  11  a.m.  Satur¬ 
days. 

Eventual  goal  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  to  join  with  libraries  in 
other  localities  in  the  area  in  a 
regional  library  system  with  the 
support  of  the  county. 


YOU 

are  cordially  invited 
to  the  opening  of  the 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
sponsored  by  the  York 
County  Volunteer  Assn. 

Saturday,  September  7th,  1968 
Opening  ceremonies  commence 
at  10:00  A.  M. 

At  the  YCVA  center 


Highway  17  and  Dare  Road 


Grafton,  Va 


A 


r7t  (  °l  ^ 


FORMAL  OPENING  OF  LIBRARY 


PROGRAM 


Invocation 

Reverend  Henry  B.  Sudduth 


Appreciation  and  Acknowledge  lents 
Mr.  Marshall  J.  Hughes,  III 
Mrs.  S.  T.  Deskins 


Presentation  of  gifts  and  donations 
Mrs.  Lloyd  Keafer 

Recognition  of  Volunteens 
Mrs.  E.  T.  De skins 


Dedication 

Mr.  Raymond  T.  Sparrer 


Distribution  of  Borrower's  C  ird& 
Keyettes 


Refreshments 


ary 


n 

n 


County  Officials  at  Opening- 
Bethel  Dist. — Rodgers  Smith 
Bruton  Dist. — Dick  Hill 


The  YORK  COUNTY  VOLUNTEER  ASSN.,  IRC. 
wishes  to  express  it's  gratitude  for  the 
community  support  of  the  Library  project, 
particularly  to  those  individuals  who: 

put  in  many  hours  of  volunteer  work, 
donated  equipment  and  materials, 
donated  books, 

furnished  flowers  (Piney  Point  Garden  Clubs) . 


Library  Chairman:  Mrs.  E.  T.  Deskins 
Consulting  Librarian  and  System  Layout  Chairman: 
Mr.  Mar shall  J.  Hughes,  III 

Refreshments:  Mrs.  Martin  Panak 

Mrs.  William  Feller 
Mrs.  Kenneth  Beechum 


Parking:  Key  Club 


We  still  have  some  needs.  Can  you  help? 


Installation  of  heating  aid  lighting 
(we  have  materials.) 

Refinishing  furniture 
Staffing  of  circulation  desk 
Making  bookends 
Children's  books 
Funds  for  operation 


Book  donations  can  be  brougit  to  the  Libi ary 
or  call  Mrs.  Deskins  (877-2546).  Cash 
donations  should  be  made  to  York  County 
Volunteer  Association,  Inc.,  PO  Box  1206, 
Grafton,  Virginia,  marked  "for  library'. 

Library  hours:  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday 

10  AM  -  12  Noon 
Saturday  9  AM  -  12  Noon 

Library  Phone:  898-8411 


WATCH:  DATE  BOOK  on  Channel  13 

9  AM,  Saturday,  September  10th. 

LISTEN :  WVEC  Radio  1360 

9:10  AM,  Saturday,  September  10th. 


County  Officials  at  Opening- 
Bethel  Dist. — Rodgers  Smith 
Bruton  Dist. — Dick  Hill 


TIMES-HERALP,  Newport  News,  Virginio,  Tuesdoy,  September  10,  1968 


C  _  uu,lllullu  sparrer,  president  of  the  York  County  Jaycees, 

cuts  ribbon  to  open  County’s  first  public  library  in  a  two-story  frame  house  on 

York  Library  Is  Dedicated 


York  County’s  first  public  li¬ 
brary  was  dedicated  Saturday 
as  the  first  step  towards  estab¬ 
lishment  of  adequate  library 
service  for  the  county. 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Dreskins,  library 
chairman  ,for  the  sponsoring 
County  Volunteer  Association, 
said  the  library  located  in  a  two- 
story  frame  house  on  U.S.  17  at 
Dare,  “puts  our  foot  in  the  door 
but  we  must  all  join  together 
and  work  to  keep  the  door 
iopen.” 

THE  LIBRARY  was  establish¬ 
ed  with  volunteer  labor  and 
much  of  the  equipment  and 
books  were  donated. 

Mrs.  Dreskins  said  the  library 
still  needs  books  and  funds  and 
'urged  the  more  than  150  people 
attending  the  dedication  cereJ 
mony  to  “seek  out  contribu 

tions.”  ,, 

“We  must  all  work  to  see  thal 
this  library  is  a  success,”  Mrs 
Dreskins  said. 

Raymond  Sparer,  president  o l 
the  County  Jaycees,  cut  the  rib' 
bon  to  officially  open  the  library 
and,  like  Mrs.  Dreskins,  stress¬ 
ed  the  need  for  county-wide  co¬ 
operation  to  make  the  venture  a 
success. 

HE  SAID  the  library  dedica¬ 
tion  marked  the  “beginning  of 
the  fulfillment  of  a  dream.” 

The  Jaycees  were  instrumen 
tal  in  preparing  the  old  frame 

fr>r  nminancv  bv  the 


brary  as  were  members  of  the 
York  County  High  School  Key- 

ettes.  ,  . ,, 

Mrs.  Dreskins  and  Albert 
Leslie,  president  of  the  volun¬ 
teer  association,  both  stressed 
the  desire  of  the  organization  to 
see  the  library  grow  to  become 
part  of  a  regional  library  sys¬ 
tem  to  include  Hampton,  New¬ 
port  News  and  James  City 
County. 

During  the  dedication  of  a  set 
of  World  Book  encyclopedias 
were  presented  by  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  company. 


SEVERAL  other  donations 
were  announced  including  a 
much  needed  typewriter  table 
Marshal  Hughes,  National 
Aeronautics  and  Space  Adminis¬ 
tration  librarian,  was  introduced 
as  the  consultant  librarian. 

No  books  were  checked  out 
Saturday  but  Mrs.  Dreskin  said 
the  over  4,000  books  would  begin 
going  out  today. 

Library  hours  were  announced 
as  from  10  a.m.  to  noon  and  6 
p.m.  to  8  p.m.  Monday,  Wed¬ 
nesday  and  Fridays  and  from 
9  a.m.  to  noon  Saturdays. 
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Mrs. 
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Mrs. 

Mrs. 

I'irs. 

I'irs. 


VOLUNTEERS  STAFF  YORK  LIBRARY 

More  than  45  women,  plus  a  number  teer  Library.  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Oneal 
•f  high  school  students,  volunteer  checks  out  book  with  the  help  of  volun- 
their  time  in  staffing  the  York  Volun-  teer,  Mrs.  VV.  F.  Purdue. 


Library 

Staff  Volunteers  1968 


V 

INDIVIDUALS 

\  - 

Beverly  Dudley 

Mrs/  Scottie  Beachum 

Molly  perdue 

Mrs.  Catherine  Yeager 

Carol  Beasley 

Mrs.  Rosemary  Meddle 

Joanne  Mills 

Mrs.  Betty  uterson 

Barbara  Keefer 

Mrs.  Helen  Hubbard 

Babs  Darnell 

Mrs.  Shirley  Adamowski 

A.F.  Penzold 

Mrs.  Irene  Dunaway 

R.  iv.  Hess 

Pirs.  Pat  Foretich 

Lois  Gayle 

Mrs.  Ann  O'Neal 

Mildred  Newcomb 

I'irs.  Jean  LaRoche 

Ida  Collins 

I'irs.  Claudia  wantage 

Ruth  Custer 

Mrs.  Karlyn  Bradshaw 

TMe  Martin  Panahs 
Tlie  J.  M.  Hughes 
The  F.  T.  Carmines 


FAMILY  GROUP  S 


The  F.  E.  McLeans 
The  R.  A.  Derys 


J.ST,  tUg 


VIRGINIA  STATE  LIBRARY 

EXTENSION  DIVISION 


MISS  RUTH  H.  PHILLIPS 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  CONSULTANT  <703)  770-2321 
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VOLUNTEER  PROGRAM 


Eighteen  young  people  participated 
in  the  library  pro  grain,  an  equal 
number  of  girls  and  boys.  Some 
started  in  July  and  others  in  August. 

Library  processes  learned  included 
pasting  pockets }  burning  call  numbers, 
filing,  shelving,  typing  accession 
sheets  and  catalog  cards. 


*Six  teens  exceeded  a  minimum  of  25 
Louis  of  service  during  the  limited 
time  available  to  qualify  for  a 
Vo  lull  teen  Certificate.  Records  and 
evaluation  reports  for  these  students 
were  forwarded  to  school  authorities 
and  placed  with  their  permanent  file. 


*  Kim  Beachum 

*  Laura  Blevins 

*  Betty  Burns 

*  Paula  Deshins 

*  Debbie  panak 

*  Sandra  }  anak 

Chuck  he Lean 
Chris  James 
Greg  Feller 
Douglas  Carroll 
Pam  Hewsome 
Sara  ferrell 


Jim  Massay 
Alan  Leimer 
Piobbie  Hadden 
Kenneth  Frank e 
Linda  Mullens 
Becky  Hamby 


u,,<!  of  (he  projects  of  the  Yorktown  Woman’s  Club 
in  assisting  the  staff  of  the  York  Volunteer  Library  in  cir¬ 
culation  of  hooks.  The  library,  located  in  Grafton,  opened 
Sept.  7.  From  left  are  Mrs.  M.  B.  Cox,  president,  and  Mi 
Ben  Simmons. 


York  High  School 

KEYETTES 

The  Keyettes  have  been  Dr«>- 
Panng  books  over  the  sum¬ 
mer  for  the  volunteer  library  I 
which  is  located  on  Route  17. 

In  October  they  plan  to  begin  I 
a  “children’s  story  hour”  on 
Saturday  mornings. 


Library 

Staff  Volunteers  1968 


YGRKTCWL  wGKAL'S  CLUB 


Mrs.  Margie  Cox 
Mrs.  Anna  Goddin 
Mrs.  Emily  Hudson 
Mrs.  Alice  Patterson 
Mrs.  Kuby  Ingram 
Mrs.  Lena  Mullens 


Mrs.  June  Yeates 
Mrs.  Fancy  Bertram 
Mrs.  Millie  Simmons 
Mrs.  Selma  Lawson 
Mrs.  Jo  Jernigan 


Cove  View  Woman  *  s  01ub 


Mrs.  Alease  Smith 
Mrs.  Rachel  Feller 
Mrs.  Inez  Byers 
Mrs.  Delores  uindmuller 
Mrs.  Libby  aright 
Mrs.  Joan  Collins 


Mrs.  Molly  Day 
Mrs.  Ann  Lash 
Mrs.  Ann  Spivey 
Mrs.  Jane  Dreher 
Mrs.  roily  Moore 
Mrs.  Carol  Barrett 


YORK  LIBRARY  VOLUNTEERS 


Members  of  Girl  Scout  Troop  348  and  Sandra  Panak,  Mrs.  Jimmie  Collins, 

scout  leaders  are  assisting  York  Coun-  Mrs.  Thomas  Panak  and  Robin  Col-  * 

ty’s  new  volunteer  library,  located  on  lins. 

Route  17,  at  Grafton.  Helpers  are 
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Republican  ff/ omen 
Will  Meet  Wednesday 

ni  hrRIfTPWN  —  Heritage  Re- 
?t«b*Ca!?M  ' °man’S  Club  wi)1  hoW 
U7  jmonihly  meeting  at  'll  a.m 
Wednesday  at  the  home  of  Mrs.' 

SeafordHanC°Ck’  Robanna  Shore 

Mrs  E.  T  Deskins,  chairman 
of  the  newly  established  York 


REPUBLICANS  PRESENT  BOOKS 


The  York  County  Republican  Commit¬ 
tee  and  the  Heritage  Womens  Club 
have  presented  seven  new  volumes  to 
the  York  Volunteer  Library  on  Route 
17,  Dare  Road.  Mrs.  E.  T.  Deskins, 
library  manager,  said  the  books  are 
the  first  new  ones  to  be  donated.  From 


left  are  Mrs.  Deskins,  Mrs.  Clara  C. 
Hancock,  GOP  chairman;  and  Mrs. 
Roy  Kauffman,  woman’s  club  vice 
president.  The  volumes,  published  by 
the  Rational  Geographic  Society, 
cover  a  wide  range  of  subjects. 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FACILITIES  IN  YORK 


the  only  Public  Library  +o  serve  the  citizens  of  York  County  was  opened  officially  on 
September  7,  1968,  This  Is  a  ,!stop  gap  library’1;  the  purpose  being  to  serve  the  counfy 
for  a  period  of  from  two  to  three  years  until  more  adequate  services  can  be  approved,  it  Is 
hoped  that  the  governing  body  of  Y«*»k  can  and  will  negotiate  a  contract  with  the  Hampton 
City  System  and  or  otheh  adjacent  areas  to  form  a  Regional  Library  System.  A  few  advantages 
of  a  Regional  System  are:  (1)  Save  taxpayers  money  through  volume  purchasing 

(2)  Eliminate  duplication  of  effort 

(3)  Enjoy  a  larger  book  collection  through  inter-library  loans. 
State  funds  for  establishment  of  such  a  system  will  not  be  available  until  July  1,  1970^ 

The  State  Library  Extension  Office  in  Richmond  is  much  in  favor  of  a  Regional  System  to 
serve  this  area  as  opposed  to  establish  another  small  and  often  mediocre  private  library. 

The  ’stop  gap  library"  that  we  now  have  Is  housed  In  a  white  two-story  residence  at 
the  intersection  of  Dare  Road  on  Route  #17,  between  the  Grafton  Amdco  Service  Station  and 
Ma  Tate’s  Restaurant.  We  have  no  budget  or  source  of  hevdhue.  The  York  County  Volunteer 
Association,  Inc.,  as  one  Of  the  sponsoring  orgahlzdtlorts,  provides  the  housing  utilities 
and  jarutdfial  services.  All  other  equlpmenf  and  supplies  are  obtained  by  donations.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  York  County  Vo  I Uh+eel*  ASsoc I  at loh»  Inc.,  earmarked  Library,  and 
mailed  to  Box  1206,  Grafton,  Virginia.  Staffing  and  services  are  strictly  through  the 
efforts  of  volunteers.  There  is  no  fulltime  paid  help.  We  need  the  services  of  community 
conscious  citizens  to  help  with  book  (1)  Circulation 

(2)  Processing 

a.  Pasting  pockets 

b.  type  catalog  cards 

c.  repair 

(3)  Filing  and  Shelving 

No  special  skills  are  required  for  many  of  these  jobs  except  willingness.  Wi I !  you 
dare  to  serve  your  community?  Mrs.  Nancy  Deskins  is  the  Library  Chairman  and  is  happy  to 
coordinate  the  volunteer  staffing.  Call  her  at  877-2346. 

Our  other  sponsor  is  the  York  PTA  Council  and  their  sole  obligation  to  the  library  Ss 
one  of  publicity  and  or  education  by  informing  cltlzentry  of  services  needed. 

Our  books  are  acquired  by  donation  only.  Acquisition  as  of  October  1,  1968,  is 
approximately  4,000  volumnes;  2,000  of  which  have  been  processed.  Sources  have  been  varied- 
other  libraries  (public,  school,  industrial,  hospital),  clubs  and  private  collections. 

To  enable  us  to  have  current  or  new  titles  on  the  shelves  we  want  to  encourage  groups  or 
Individuals  to  purchase  new  books  and  present  them  to  the  library.  Check  with  Mrs. Desk  ins 
before  buying  to  avoid  duplication.  We,  also,  will  accept  "memorials"  should  you  wish  to 
honor  a  friend  or  relative.  New  books  in  either  of  the  above  mentioned  categories  will  be 
recognized  by  a  book  plate  or  label  indicating  the  source.  All  donations  are  tax-deductible 
and  receipts  will  be  given  when  requested.  Donations  may  be  brought  to  the  library  anytime 
it  is  open. 

HOURS  OF  OPERATION 
MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY,  FRIDAY 
10  A.M.  -  Noon  -  6  P.M.-8P.M. 

SATURDAY 
/6  A.M.  -  Noon 

Library  Phone  (unlisted)  898-8411 

The  normal  circulation  period  is  two  wefeks  with  the  right  to  renew  for  an  additional 
two  weeks.  Listed  below  are  the  unique  features  of  our  library. 

1.  We  do  circulate  some  encyclopedias,  Americana, 

Comptons,  Funk  and  Wegnall  and  two  unfamiliar  sets 
on  a  two-day  basis. 


2. 


We  do  have  a  paperback  shelf. 


Public  Library  Facilities  continued 


Page  2 


3.  We  do  check  out  back  issues  of  The  National 
Geographic  Magazine. 

4.  We  do  shelve  some  supplementary  textbooks. 

5.  We  have  a  pre-school  picture-book  shelf. 

The  “stop  gap  library11  will  prove  its  worth  to  the  community  by  the  number  of  books  it 
circulates.  The  library  can  serve  in  furthering  the  education  of  our  citizentry,  be  they, 
preschoolers,  drop-outs,  high  school  graduates  or  college  graduates.  The  library  also 
serves  the  recreational  and  cultural  needs  of  some  as  it  affords  a  constructive  use  of 
leisure  tiao. 

The  goal  of  any  library  is  to  circulate  books.  Won't  you  help  us.  Library 
membership  is  free  and  by  individual  rather  than  by  families.  Come  join  and  tbbe 
advantage  of  this  new  step  forward  in  York  County's  history. 


Copies  of  tlie  above  information  was  made  available  by  the 
fork  County  Pfn  Council. 

The  Welcome  Wagon,  Mrs.  Jane  Hudgins  898-6661,  delivers  copies 
to  new  area  residents. 
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....  ..  'The  library  also  serves  the 

ii(th4  latest  able.'.  •  recreational  and  cultural  needs 

I  Mrs.  Deskins  stressed  library  of  some  as  it  affords  a  con- 

.  >•  structive  use  of  leisure  time.” 

'The  'stop-gap  library’  will  Mrs.  Deskins  said  half  of  the 
nor6  .popular  prove  its  worth  to  the  commu-  staffing  of  the  library  is  pro- 

idehts;?  with  city  by*the<number  of  books  it  vided  •  by  the  Yorktown  and 

. . she  said.  "The  li-  Cove  View  Women’s  Clubs.  . 

V-  brary  can  serve .  in '  furthering  i  ‘‘We  have  a  total  of  45  women 

. •*  the  education  of  our,  citizenry,  volunteers,”  she  said.  “We  need 

be  they  preschoolers,,  dropouts,  at.  least  10  more  to  complete 


E.fT."  Deskins,  library  chair- Ion 
man,  :  k 

'  "We  need  a  heating  system  if  fai 
we  are",  going  to  continue  our 
success  through  the  winter,”  fw 
she  said.  ’.  •  ‘  91 

“We  are  using  electric' space  prl 
heaters  at.  this  time  and  they  ' 
may  not  be  adequate  in  coldej,  to 
weather.  We  need  people  who  got 
have  knowledge  of  heating  sy£,  Ha 
terns  for  help  in  InstaUaUop  Sd; 
problems.”  |  '  gio 

Tlntlnll'nnr  H  No! 


It  Wars,  :  until’  more 
yJSes  can  be  ap¬ 
ed;  the  governing 
.Wen  and  will  ne- 
Dhfract  .  with  the 
•  System  or  other 
HpJ'to  form  a.  re- 
jmsystem,”  '  she 

library  -system, 
>mmented,  .would  save 
jrs  money  ' through  vol- 
Urchasihg,  eliminate  du- 
n  of  effort'  and  provide 


staffing. 


F-TA.  AT  MAGRUDER 

The  Magruder-Magruder ,  An- 


Accepting  Donations'-'  i* 
'  Mrs-  Desklns  commented  th’fe 
library  is'  Still  accepting  dona^ 
lion,  which  can  be  taken  to  t&fjj 


A  nex~P-TA  will  meet  Jan,  13  at 
8  p.  m.  at  lihe  school.  A  nomi¬ 
nating  committee  will  be  ap¬ 
pointed  at  the  'meeting, 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Dedcing  will  sppak 
,  on  the  subject,  “Public  Libra- 


UVIi|  WU1V.U  1.011  WC  I 

facility  at  any  time.  ;1  -  .9$ 

The  library  is  located  in  -alii 
old,  .one-story  white  structure.  on 
Route  17  atJGraftopi'yhear  tpe 
intersection  with  •Dare’jRoadtf^- 
,v“>Ve  are  still  processing  ttnej 
books-;  which  have  been  donated 

and.  we  have  a;  fairly  good,'col-|she\-said:  “The  State  Library 

lection,”  Mrs/ '/tfeskins  said'.  _ 

“.We  have  processed,  more  .titan  much  in  favor  of  a,  regional 
5,50d>bopks-and  sUl&have  about  system  to  serveythis  af-ea,  as 
1  nnn*-_^_v  - tpposed  io  establishmerit'of  an- 


ikins  said'/ Extension  Office  m.Richthond  is 


;  more.f 

•  »  -  j  a 

l,300rmore  tome  pl-ocessecT. 

Mrs.  ’  Deskins  said  there  is|other  small  and  ’often  mediocre 
room. in  the 
books.  . 


library  for, more  private  library 
“We  have  no 


.“Members',  of  women’s  clubs  There  is  qo  full-time, paid  help, 
and  others  help  staff  the  Ti-  .  “We’  need  the,  services  of 
brary.  The  .York  High  Keyette  community-conscious  citize’ns  td 
Club  staffs  the  library  every  help  with  book  circulation, 
Saturday  the  year  around.” .  '  processing,  which  includes  pdst- 
The  library,  sponsored  by  tlie  mg  pockets,  typing  cards,  re- 
York  County  Volunteer  Associa-  pair,  and  filing  and  shelving,” 
tion,  /has  the  support  of  the  she  said. 

York  County  Council  of  Parent*.  Mrs.  Desklns  said  the  sources 
Teacher  Associations.  of  books  have  been  varied  and 

“This  is  the  only  public  li-  include  other  libraries,  such  as 
brary  serving  the  citizens  of  public,  school,  industrial  and 
the  county,"  Mrs.  Desklns  said,  hospital  facilities,  clubs  and 
Opened  officially  Sept,  7  of  this  private  collections. 

'year,  it  operates  from  10  a.m.  The  normal  circulation  period 
to  noon  and  from  6  to  8  p.m.  is  two  weeks,  with  the  right  to 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fri-  renew  for  an  additional  two 
days,  and  from  9  a.m.  to  noon  weeks.  The  library  circulates 
fcri  Saturdays.  ’  some  encyclopedias,  ther£is.  a 

f  "Membership  at  the  library  paperback  shelf  and  some- silt* 


and  nonfiction,”® 

e  o  i  e\  •  \A 


In  a  search 
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1 


^Of&tOWN^  After  four 
lttonth»"of  operation,  York  Pub- 
Ii4y  Volunteer  -  Library  records 
sbowed^a  r  membership  of  408 
And '  a^total  bf  4,070  books  do¬ 
nated;  and  processed,  according 
to  Mrs,  E.  Deskins,  library 
chairman  '  ■  ;  ‘{jh\ 

The  library*  sponsored  by* the 
York^  County  Volunteer  Associ- 
Atiojff in  coordination  with  area 
PArenf**.'  Tedcher  Associations, 
^as  officially  opehed  in  Septem- 
berjand  is  the  first  facility  of  its 
Sjffl  M  The ,  county.  „  v  ;•  ■ 

|fi!|  Deskins  said  library 
representatives  plan  to  kp- 
prcftch  the  Yorkv  County  Board 


for  financial  support  ^ 

Circulation  figures  from  Sep¬ 
tember  to  January  indicated  430 
adult  and  540  children’s’ books 
had  been  checked  out.  ,  ’  1 

"These  figures,”,.  Mrs.  Des 
kins  said,  -"‘indicate  that  li¬ 
brary  services  are  needed  and 
wanted,  and  that  pi  any  citizeris 
have  already  supported  the  li¬ 
brary  with  their  time,  services, 
money  and  books.”  ? 

Mrs.  Deskins -said  the  library 
participated  in  the  Peninsula 
Volunteer  Bureau’s  “volunteer 
program.”!',  v>  t i,;/'  ; 
"Teens  of  intermediate  school 


age  and  above  ‘have  air  oppor-jgratn  could  be  inaugurated  if 
tunity  to  earn 'hours  in  service  we  could  find  an  . organization 
to  their  community  during  next 
summer  hi  a  similar  program,^’ 
she  said.'  '  'Records  are  kept 
and  forwarded  toy  school  offi¬ 
cials]  andY  they  are  then « filed 
with  the  students"  permanent 
records.”  *  V>-. ,  V*v 

The  library  chairmanisaid  52 
volunteers,  mostly  women  and 
family  groups,  plus  members 
of  the  Keyette  Club  staffed  the 
library  14  hours  a  week. 

“The  hours  of  operation  could 
be  extended  if  additional  volun¬ 
teers  were  available,"  she  said. 

“Also,  services  such  as  a  chil¬ 


dren’s  story  hour  and  filnj  pro- 1  taihed.r 


to  sponsor  and  implement  it.” 

Mrs.  Deskins, noted  all  of  the 
books  the  library  has  '  acquired 
are  gifts. 

“We  accept  all  donations  with 
the '  exception  of  periodicals, 
which  at  this  tinje  we’re  not 
equipped,  to  handle,  because  of 
space  and  staff  limitations,” 
she  said.  t> 

“Because  the  bulk  of  our  fcol- 
iection  isr  used  and  acquired 
with  no  thought  ,  to  specific 
areas  of  interest  We  want  to 
encourage  cash-  donations  with 
which  ■  new  books  can  he  ob- 


“A  one-third  discount  is 
available  to  libraries  when  or¬ 
dering  in  lots  of  25  books  or 
more  and  donations  are  tax  de¬ 
ductible.” 

Mrs.  Deskins  reported  the 
York  Library  has  inaugurated  a 
memorial  program,  following 
the  general  established  library 
policy  of  placing  a  book  plate  II 
in  the  book.  In  addition,  she 
said,  two  forms  are  sent  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased,  one  sent 
immediately  along  with  flowers 
and  another  later,  upon  receipt 
of  the  book,  bearing  the  book’s 
title. 

The  chairman  pointed  out 
memorial  book  programs  exist 


iV  practically  all  public  libra- 
ies 'and-  noted. the  program  of 

She  Abilene,  Kan, .  public  library 
letted  the  Kansas  facility  $2,302 
n  1967  and  $1,982 .  the  previous 
rear^f  4'S  '$%■•  i 

Books  presented  to  the  library 
in-honor  of  a  person  are,  han¬ 
dled  in  much  the  same  way*  as 
^memorials,  rshe  said.'  Patrons 
■Imay  wish  to  honor  club  presi¬ 
dents,  .t  e  a  c  h  e  r.  s,  principals^ 
Triends  or  relatives  upon  retlre- 
gment,  birthday,  holidays  or  spe¬ 
cial  occasions,  it  Wgs  explained. 
J' s  “Gardeq  clubs  in  Newport 
News  have  presented  ^numerous 
.nooks  to  the  Main  Street  li¬ 
brary  on  topics  of  gardening, 


check  in  the  amount,  of  $260  for 
new  books  on  oceanography, 


flower  arranging,  and . landscap' 
ing  bv  way  of  honoring  past 
presidents,”-  si^  said; 

Cash  donations  to  the  library 
during  its  four  months  of  opera¬ 
tion  during  £  1968  totaled  $161, 
while  new  books  bought  and  do¬ 
nated  were  valued  at  $145  and  the;,  County /Planning  Commis- 
a  donated  reference  'Cncyclo-  — 


English  literature  and  ^modern 
serial  'problems.”  V'/rh , xi>  ; 

Mrs;  Deskins  iA  urging  patrons 
of  the  library  to  call' members 
of  the  Board;of<  Supervisors  and 


pedia  worth  $179  brought  total 
gifts-  to  $486,'.  .:  4 

TotaL#  expenses  for  library 
supplies  amounted  to  $126  and 
utilities  were  paid  by  tbe  volun¬ 
teer,  association. 

“Arsizable  gift  has  already 
been  received  for  the  new  fiscal 
year,”  Mrs.- DeskinS  reported, 


sion  to  solicit  action  i“so  we 
can  look  forward  to  improved 
facilities  within  ,two  or  three 
years;”  1  H- 

*  The  '  library  operates  Mon¬ 
days,  Wednesdays  mid  Fridays 
from  10  a.m.'.to  noon  and  6  to 
8  p.m.,  while  on  Saturday  it  Is 
open  from  10  a.m.  to  noon. 
A“We  have  acquired;  a  number 


•  *  *  ‘  ■  ' 


both  fici 
Mrs.  Desl 
.  In  the  former'  category  are 
“Airport,’!  by  >  Arthur  Hailey 
and  “Couples,”,  by  Johnilfp- 
dike. 

New'  non-|fiction  titles  are 
“Collis  P  o  1 1  e  r  Huntington,” 
“Anna  Huntington,”  “Exploring 
Space  with  a  Camera,”  “Basic 
American  Ideals,”  “Iberia,” 
‘/New  York'  Times  Complete 
Book  of  Home  Repair,”  ‘Ex¬ 
ploring  Canada,”  “Our  Coun¬ 
try’s  Presidents,”  "Everyday 
Life  in  Bible  Times',”  "Ameri 


J  . 


“A  local  family  .presented  a  iof  .new  titles '  for  the  library 


ca’s  Historylands,”  "Wondrous*  ..  ,  :  . 

imber  World  of  Fishes”  and  "Wild‘;  . 

irary,  Animals  of  North  America.’,’  ~ 


HOW  CAN  WE  SUPPOR*  HORN'S  PUBUC  t  IBRARYI 


On  ionue.-y  t,  1969,  oftor  four  months  of  operation,  York  Public  Library 
re  ds  showed  a  membe'sh.p  of  408  and  a  rot  a'  of  4,0)0  books  donated  end 
p-.  ;ov?ed.  Circulation  roco-dP  to>  Wednesday,  December  8,  J968,  Ind  o  od 
forfy  adul  and  wenty-n^ne  ch  (d^en's  books  checked  out  on  that  date.  These 
fans  indicate  ‘ha*  l  b  a-y  se  -less  era  needed  and  wanted  and  that  many 
cfttxens  ko<*e  s'ready  suppo.  *ed  he  !  b:  a.->  with  .heir  t.me,  services,  money 
ano  books. 

A,  ME  AKlD  SERVICES 


Last  summe/  the  library  pa-tiepsted  tn  the  Pen tr.se ‘a  Vo»un&eer  Bureau's 
"Vo'wo^eoi  Program."  P  ease  info  m  ”  eens"  in  e  awd  a  e  School  and  above!  of 
n ,  oppu  fun i ty  to  earn  hours  <  n  service  fo  their  community  during  the  suinmar 
of  >969.  Records  are  kept  and  orwarded  <*o  schco  off  leal*.  The  are  then 
filed  W'th  rhe  students  pormanen?  records. 

Pif*y-tw©  volunteers  (mainly  women,  some  family  groups!  p:u$  the  York 
Key  eft*  cub  staff  the  I  library  fourteen  (\4i  hour*  per  week. 

The  hours  of  operation  could  be  extended  if  additional  volunteers  were 
available.  Also,  services  such  as  a  children's  story  hour  and  film  program 
cou  d  be  n au graved  if  we  could  find  an  organ ( cat  ton  to  sponsor  and  implement 

$  f  a 


B.  DONAT  IONS  —  Money  and  Book* 

Ai  books  a  e  acquired  as  gifts.  We  ac  epf  ad  donations  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  p*  odicais  which  af  rhls  Time  we'-e  not  equipped  to  handle  because  of 
tp®  e  ard  staff  limitations. 

Because  the  bulk  of  our  collection  is  u^ed  ana  Is  acquired  with  no  thought 
to  specific  a~ees  of  interest,  we  wan*  to  encourage  cash  do»ve"lons  with  which 
.hooks  m  ght  be  obtained.  A  one-third  d  . *coun  s  ami  >ab  e  r o  libraries 
whttn  ordering  in  io,‘s  of  twenty-five  bosks  o  mo'©.  Donations  a»e  tax  deductible 

'.  MEMORIALS  ~  Memorial  Book  Programs  om  n  practice  1 y  all  pub  I  id' 
libraries.  The  Ab» lene  Public  Library,  Abilene  Kentes,  mailed  a  report  to 
Mrs.  Beverly  Dudley,  c  l  ass  i  t  icaNon  cha.rman  for  ?he  York  Public  Library.  The 
report  gav®  rhese  figures:  (Abilene  Report! 

Memorial  a 

*965  S' ,483.9? 

'966  1,982.5? 

1967  2,502.72 

He.'-e  in  York  we  have  ineug  rated  a  memorial  program.  It  to  I  low*  the 
genera*  established  library  policy  of  piocng  a  book  plate  with  the  name  of 
he  donor  end  the  memorial  I. tod  In  the  book.  In  odditlon  two  forms  a  e  sent  to 
fhe  tamHy  ©f  the  deceased.  One  s  sent  mmed<ateiy  a'ong  with  lowers,  etc. 
end  another  (%  sent  la*e.  (upon  receipt  o?  fho  book)  beaing  the  book's  fitly, 
ibairp  e  forms  ore  aval  lab  e  on  <*ques+  at  Li  bra  (  . 

!.  HONORARIUMS  —  Booki  p.  e  anted  in  honor  of  someone  are  hand  ed  In  much 
rne  vami-  wo  o*  memorials.  You  may  w  »h  to  honor  dub  presidents,  teachers. 
pr<«t.pa  s,  t.  *yndv  or  re  i  art  sen  upon  ,«fl  emenr,  fcirjChdoy,  holidays  or  speda 


o  as ;ofl* ,  Garden  Clubs  in  Newport  New*  have  presented  numerous  book:.  o  the 
Mein  Street  Library  on  the  topics  of  garden  fog,  flower  arranging  and  landscap¬ 
ing  by  way  of  honoring  past  presidents. 

III.  GIFTS  —  Cash  donations  for  the  four  months  of  operation  dur.ng  <968  \  aicj 

totaled  $' 6 'J . 50 .  New  books  bought  and  donated  were  valued  at  S  145.00.  The 
T/j total  <n  gifts  recorded  •$  300:50.  The  total  expenses  for  library  supplies  (cate  logy 
cards,  book  pockets,  paste,  marking  tape,  etc.;  were  Si  26. 96.  Utilities  were  J 
paid  by  the  Y.C.V.A.  f  ict.n  ■*  tyr*MU- 

#  ,  ytf  #o 

C.  PUBLICIZE  r*cc  V 

Although  we  have  had  TV,  radio  and  newspaper  coverage  many  people  are  not 
aware  that  the  facility  exists.  Talk  about  It.  Cat  I  members  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  Planning  Commission  and  solicit  action  on  their  part  so  that  we 
can  look  forward  to  improved  facilities  within  two  or  three  years. 


0.  USE 


To  prove  that  we  need  and  want  good  library  services  for  the  cl t Irens  of 
York  County  use  and  encourage  others  to  use  the  existing  facilities.  Offer 
transportation  to  those  in  the  community  who  because  of  age  or  condition  don’t 
drive.  PTA,  Church,  or  club  sponsored  car-pools  may  provide  the  transportation 
needs. 


HOURS  OF  OPERATION 
MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY,  FRIDAY 
10  A.M.  -  NOON  -  6  P.M.  -  8  P.M. 
SATURDAY 

10  A.M.  -  NOON  I ONLY) 
ubrary  phone  unlisted)  898-84-  < 


LIBRARY  CHAIRMAN:  Mrs.  E.  T.  Desk  ns  8T7-2346 


i'Oiuv  PUBL1 


LIBRARY 


In  memory  of 
(in  Honor  of  j 


IBBBBBI 


To  yov'jt  ^0«-v4  o9 


f 


THE  CASE  FOR  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  YORK 


FEBRUARY  6,  1969 


Gentlemen: 

Our  purpose  is  to  present  the  case  for  Public  Library  Services  In  York  County. 

Hany  areas  within  our  state  and  nation  with  smaller  populations  than  that  of  York 
County  enjoy  and  have  enjoyed  for  many  years  the  benefits  of  public  library  services. 
Prior  to  September  7,  1968  Public  Library  Services  were  non-existent  In  our  county. 
Library  facilities  existed  only  for  school  age  children.  This  left  quite  an  age 
span  without  services  -  the  voting,  taxpaying  group  was  neglected. 

The  children  have  had  their  spokesman  in  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the 
School  Board  but  we  must  pity  the  post-graduate  and  the  pre-schooler.  What  about 
their  educational  growth  and  cultural  enrichment?  Mr.  Average  Citizen  has  had  no 
spokesman  to  make  request  for  him  but  we  believe  that  the  many  citizens  through 
their  gifts  of  time,  services,  books  and  money  to  the  "Stop  Gap  Library"  have 
proved  beyond  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  Public  Library  services  are  wanted  and  needed 
in  York  County. 

.1 

"ACTIONS  SPEAK  LOUDER  THAN  WORDS." 

450  members  have  enrolled  after  5  months  in  operation. 

6000  books  have  been  donated. 

4000  books  have  been  processed  and  shelved. 

1500  books  have  been  circulated. 

473  books  were  circulated  in  January  alone  (211  adult,  262  Juvenile.) 

82  volunteers  staff  the  operation. 

$751.14  has  been  donated  in  cash  and  NEW  books. 

The  question  confronting  you  is  not  do  the  citizens  need  or  want  library  services 
but  rather  how  can  services  be  most  effectively  continued  and  expanded?  At  the 
current  rate  of  book  acquisitions  the  "Stop  Gap  Library"  will  outgrow  the  building 
presently  being  used  within  2  years.  Furthermore,  the  lease  will  expire  and  it  is 
our  understanding  that  the  owner  plans  to  clear  the  property  for  commercial  purposes. 
The  urgency  for  action  is  evident.  Therefore  we  have  three  requests  to  make  of  this 

hocK\rJ[ 


body 


1.  Have  an  immediate  survey  made  by  a  library  committee  or 
consultant,  appointed  or  hired  by  this  board,  to  present 
a  report  within  3  months  outlining  the  most  desirable  and 
feasible  plan  for  procedure  in  establishing  Public  Library 
Services  in  the  County  of  York. 

2.  So  that  services  initiated  by  the  "Stop  Gap  Library" 
might  not  be  disrupted  or  the  collection  lost  or  scattered, 
we  further  request  thatthis  Board  make  plans  to  house  the 
existing  collection  not  later  than  January  1,  1971  and 
assume  responsibility  for  its  growth  and  development. 

3.  As  to  how  library  services  will  be  inaugrated  (Bookmobile 
vs.  Branch)  is  a  decision  which  this  Board  will  have  to  make 
but  in  agreement  with  the  Hoyt-Galvin  Report  (library 
consultants)  and  the  State  Library  Extension  Office  we  would 
urge  that  you  give  special  consideration  to  the  merits  of 

a  Regional  System. 

As  Board  members  you  hear  increased  demands  for  services  but  in  your  evaluation  of 
priorities  remember  that  a  public  library  serves  its  community  as  an  informational 
source,  educational  source,  cultural  source  and  recreational  source. 


•- 

Public  Library  System  i 
Is  Sought  In  York  County 


By  MARCIA  DONOVAN 
Times-Herald  Staff  Writer 

The  York  Volunteer  Library 
is  asking  top  priority  be  giv¬ 
en  to  the  establishment  of  a 
public  library  system  in  York 
County.  '  . 

Mrs.  Nancy  Deskins,  library 
coordinator,  said  the  volun¬ 
teer  library  is  only  a  “stop¬ 
gap”  solution  to  the  need  for 
library  facilities  because  it 
must  run  solely  on  donations. 

Prior  to  the  formation  of 
the  York  Volunteer  Library, 
which  began  operations  last 
September,  there  were  no  pub¬ 
lic  library  facilities  in-  the 
county'  with  the  exception  of 
school  libraries. 

“Since  we  have  been  in  op¬ 
eration,  we  have  found  that 
public  demand  for  services 
has  been  more  than  we  can 
meet,”  she  said. 

The  library  is  housed  in 
three  rooms  of  a  two-story 
.  frame  house  at  Route  17  and 
Dare  Road  and  it  houses  6,- 
.000  books.  Mrs.  Deskins  said 
832  volunteers  provide  their 
servkes.to  operate  the  library, 


and  library  circulation  has 
been  increasing  each  month. 

She  said  the  library  leases 
the  building  and  may  remain 
in  its  current  location  until 
1971.  The  rent,  utilities  and 
janitorial  services  are  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  York  County  Volun¬ 
teer  Association. 

Mrs.  Deskins  said  the  main 
problem  is  obtaining  money 
for  operating  expenses  such 
as  catalogue  cards,  stationary 
and  other  office  supplies.  As 
of  Jan.  1,  only  $161.60  has 
been  provided  to  purchase 
these  supplies. 

“Right  now  we  have  no 
funds,”  she  said.  ___ 

Mrs.  Deskin  pointed  out  that 
the  library  does  receive  other 
donations  but  they  are  ear¬ 
marked  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  She  said  a  recent  do¬ 
nation  of  $751.14  can  only,  be 
spent  on  oceanography,  Eng¬ 
lish  literature  and  history 
books. 

The  York  Volunteer  Library 
has  asked  the  York  Board  of 
Supervisors  to  have  an  imme¬ 
diate  survey  made  by  a  li¬ 


brary  committee  or  a  profes¬ 
sional  consultant  to  present  a 
report  on  public  library  needs 
to  the  board  in  three  months. 

Mrs.  Deskinssaid  the  board 
has  asked  Harland  Bartholo¬ 
mew  and  Associates,  library 
consultants  in  Richmond,  to 
make  a  preliminary  report 
three  weeks.  The  board  will 
then  decide  on  whether  to  hire 
a  consultant  to  further  study 
the  issue.  The  study  would 
-take  six  months,  according  to 
Mrs.  Deskinfi 

“We  would  like  to  see  an 
established  library  system 
within  the  next  two  years,  but 
we  are  asking  that  there  be 
immediate  preliminary  study, 
study,”  she  said. 

The  board  also  was  asked 
to  make  plans  to  house  the 
existing  collection  before  Jan. 
1,  197T,  and  to  assure  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  library’s  grow¬ 
th  and  development. 

The  third  request  was  for 
the  board  to  decide  on  wheth¬ 
er  there  should  be  a  bookmo¬ 
bile  system  or  branch  library 
system. 


York  Will  Get  Library  System  Plan  { 


A  plan  for  development  of  an 
adequate  library  system  to 
serve  the  people  of  York  County 
will  be  unfolded  for  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  Thursday. 

Mrs.  T.  Dreskins,  chairman 
of  the  library  committee  for  the 
York  Volunteer  Association,  said 
her  committee  will  present  the 
plan  to  the  county  supervisors 
outlining  the  needs  and  make 
"equests  for  establishment  of  a 
oublic  library. 

Thp  association  is  expected  to 


suggest  the  supervisors  appoint 
a  committee  or  hire  a  consult¬ 
ant  to  study  the  needs  of  the 
county  and  present  a  feasibil¬ 
ity  report. 

In  the  past  the  association  has 
leaned  toward  the  possible  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  regional  library 
system  to  include  Hampton  and 
Williamsburg  and  possibly  New¬ 
port  News. 

The  association  opened  a 
“stopgap”  library  in  a  two-story 
frame  house  on  U.  S.  17  near 


Grafton  in  September.  Newport  College  Board  of  Di- 

Mrs.  Dreskins  said  the  county  rectors, 
has  already  outgrown  the  facil-  Endorse  master  plans  for  de¬ 
ity  and  the  lease  on  the  build-  velopment  of  additions  to  Pat- 
nig  will  run  out  next  Septem- rick  Henry  Airport. 


ber. 

She  said  the  property  owner 
is  expected  to  raze  the  build¬ 
ing  to  construct  a  commercial 
structure  on  the  site. 

The  Board  is  also  scheduled 
to: 

Consider  appointment  of  new 


Consider  application  for  use 
permit  to  allow  sale  of  heavy 
equipment  at  York  Motors  on 
U.  S.  17  near  the  Newport  News 
city  limit. 

Consider  application  for  spe¬ 
cial  use  permit  to  allow  trailer 
on  property  where  home  is  be- 


member  to  the  Christopher|ing  constructed. 


Survey  Of  Community  Needs 
In  Progress  In  York  County 


By  ROBERT  A.  GRAVES  Commission  in  relation  to  a  re- 
York  County  Bureau  gional  plan,  , 

YORKTOWN— A  study  of  pub-  Bruton  Facilities 

lie  service  needs  of  the  county,  Larew  commented  that  pres- 
including  library  facilities,  has  ent  sanitary  facilities  in  the  Bru- 
been  ordered  and  a  preliminary  ton  area  of '  York  are  rapidly 
report  is  expected  within  three  becoming  loaded, 
weeks,  it  was  revealed  Thurs- 


advised  Hogge  such  a  name 
change  has  been  considered,  but. 
residents  of  the  road  will  be  in¬ 
formed  and  asked  to  comment 
“We  can  see  the  time  when  before  any  action  is  taken, 
day  night  at  a  meeting  of  the  we  won’t  be  able  to  accept  any  Thp  board  took  under  enneid 
V.r  Count,  Board  of  Super-  customers in  the  salitarj  tJ.mJ,  C 

■  district  he  said  The  govern-  Voglou  for  a  conditional  use  per- 

The  announcement  was  made  ing  body  has  to  find  a  way  to  m|f  tn  allow  him  in  use  Hip  nitf 
folbwi^-r^uM^ support- treat  additional  sewage  in  the  building  of  York  Motors  for  a 
ers  of  OieTork  Volunteer  Libra-  area  or  we  are  stopped.”  sajes  agency  for  used  heavy 
ryi  for  an  immediate  survey  by  The  executive  secretary  said  equipment  * 

a  lihfarv  committee- or  consult- developers  are  continuing  to  Tt  ~ 

ant  niitliniqp  the  most  desirable  make  plans  involving -the  Bru-  1  , c  e5*  lts  ,  pre'{ 

and  feasible  plan  for  establish-  ton  area'  and  the  latest  Droiect  pare  a  setM  conditions  to  ac~, 
ing_puhlic.  library  services  for  proposed  includes  181  town-  company  *e  permit,  such  a3 

the  county' - " - houses  and  an  80-home  subdivi-  Provisions  to  maintain  a  suit-- 

_ J  ..  . .  cinn  able  appearance  and  to  require 

The  delegation  making  the  re-  Sion.  renairinf?  and  ctnraoe  to  takp 

quest  was  represented  by  Mrs.  The  board  approved  a  master  ”*pa  Jihinthebuddine  I 
Nancy  Deskins  and  Mrs.  Iris  Plan  for  development  of  Patrick  place  wltPln  the  building. 
Anderson.  Henry  Airport,  as  recommended  bchool  signs 


!  system.  ^ 

.  •.  -  Regional  Study 

William  P„  Larew,  executive 
secretary  to  the  board,  advised 
the  group  the  Peninsula  Region- 
al  Planning  Commission  has  as 
study  under  way  on  the  feasibil-l] 
ity  of  a  regional  library,  which', 
would  include  York  and  five  oth-H 
er  localities. 

Mrs.- Deskins  told  the  board 
that  prior  to  last  September 
public  library  services  were 
non-existent  in  the  county  and » 
that*  library  facilities  existed  ’ 
only  for  school  age  children. 

In.  other  business,  the  board 
appointed  Larew  and  Richard: 
Hill,  member  of  the  board  from 
Bruton  District,  to  an  interim  r- 
committee  to  study  the  advisa- (a 
ibility  of'  developing  a  public  , 
sewage  plan  for  areas  in  Yorkfjj 
land  James  City  Counties  and  jej 
the  city  of.  Williamsburg. 

'The  committee  will'  review  ? 
.recommeiidations^futhe  Hamp-Sfc 
'ton-  Roads.  Sanitation*  District!.  • 


;  J  Decision  Expected 
On  Study  Of  Needs 

YORKTOWN  —  Reports  on 
the  Thursday  night  meeting  of 
the  York  County  Board  of  Su¬ 
pervisors  indicated  a  survey  is 
,  in  progress  on  community 
'  '  needs. 

John  P.  Wornom,  board  chair¬ 
man,  said  Friday  the  study  has  | 
not  yet  been  ordered,  but  a  de-,] 
j  cision  on  one  is  expected  in  the  f 
■  -'ll  next  few  Weeks. 
f  He  said  the  supervisors  have,* 
conferred  with  .a  representative? 
;  of  Harland  Bartholomew  and 
|  Associates  concerning  a  study? 

of  recreational  facilities.  Also- 
1  discussed  was  the  cost  of  a  J 
study  of  all  community  needs,* 
he  said,  including  schools,  coun- ! 
')  ty  offices,  libraries,  garbage  col-, 
lectiori  and  sewage 7 services.  | 


By,  MYRTLE  BARNES 
Tlmcs-IIerald  Staff  Writer 

"I  see  the  whole  Peninsula 
as  a  regiohal  library  system 
one  day,”  says  Miss  Florence 
Jtoder,  head  of  extension  serv- 
jBBBfor  Virginia’s  State  Li- 

fJSff at,, vision  is  echoed  by 
Stffly  Peninsulars  including 
jBpfernmental  offifcials  who 
“Mg  nested  fhat  Peninsula  Re¬ 
gional  Planning  -Commission 
investigate  the  possibilities  of 
regional  library  facilities. 

PRPC’s  •  preliminary  report 
on  the  library  question  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  appear  tomorrow 
when  the  group  meets  in  Wil¬ 
liamsburg. 

If  the  report  is  favorable, 
the  Peninsula  may  also  find 
more  financial  help  in  imple¬ 
menting  the  idea  coming  in 
the  future  from  the  state. 

— ri - —  -  — 


A  study  of  state  libraries, 
completed  late  last  fall  by 
Arthur  Little  Company  for  the 
Stale  Library,  calls  for  a 
wholesale  step-up  in  state  aid 
to  libraries. 

The  study,  which  received 
the  backing  of  the  Virginia 
Library  Association,  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  stale  supply  a 
sum  equal  to  20  per  cent  of 
funding  for  each  library. 

It  stresses  formation  of  re¬ 
gional  libraries  and  would 
pay  additional  supplements 
of  $30  per  square  mile  and 
$20,000  for  each  political  sub¬ 
division  included  in  the  re¬ 
gional  set-up. 

Currently,  regional  libraries 
get  only  $25,000  maximum 
from  state  and  federal  funds, 
while  individual  municipal  li¬ 
braries  which  can  meet  statd 
minimums  of  qualified  head 


Due 


librarians  and  $1  per  capita 
spent  in  local  funding,  qualify 
for  up  to  $20,000  each. 

Much  of  the  state’s  alloca¬ 
tion  from  federal  funds  in  re¬ 
cent  years  has  gone  into  dem¬ 
onstration  libraries,  designed 
to  reach  the  20  per  cent  of 
,  Virginians  with  no  public  li¬ 
brary  service. 

But  the  state  study  calls  for 
this  effort'  now  to  be  chan¬ 
neled  into  regional  libraries, 
with  beefed  up  extension  serv¬ 
ices  on  the  state  level  since 
it  says  demonstration  libraries 
have  served  their  purpose. 

Presumably  many  of  the 
study’s  conclusions  will  be 
presented  to  the  1970  General 
Assembly,  either  as  recom¬ 
mendations  from  the' Govern¬ 
or  for  the  State  Library,  or 
as  bills  from  Interested  leg¬ 
islators. 


Many  see  this  as  an  ideal 
time  for  forming  a  Peninsula 
regional  library:  Newport 
News  is  just  uniting  its  sys¬ 
tem,  York  County  is  contem¬ 
plating  one,  Williamsburg  has 
a  small  library  which  serves 
but  doesn’t  meet  all  the  needs 
of  James  City  County  as  well, 
and  Hampton  has  a  bustling 
library  system  on  the  brink  of 
building  a  big,  central  library. 

Once  Hampton  gets  cons¬ 
truction  underway  on  its  own 
central  facility,  and  Newport 
News  considers  building  one  of 
its  own,  both  communities 
might  be  reluctant  to  consid¬ 
er  the  additional  cost  of  a  re¬ 
gional  facility. 

'The  regional  concept  would 
build  one  latge  library  (cost¬ 
ing  $l-$2  million  with'  great 
resource  capacity  for  refer¬ 
ence,  audio-visual  services, 


reference  question  -  answering 
service  by  telephone  and  in 
person,  and  similar  services 
too  expensive  for  one  locality 
to  undertake. 

It  would  be  the  headquarters 
for  a.  series  of  branch  li¬ 
braries  which  would  continue 
to  serve  the  reading  needs  for 
leisure  and  minor  reference  of 
the  residential  areas. 

There  is  already  a  good 
foundation  for  the  branch  li¬ 
braries  in  Newport  News  and 
Hampton,  and  it  could  be  ex¬ 
tended  with  branches  in  York 
County,  Fox  Hill,  Poquoson, 
and  other  population  centers. 
Bookmobile  service  which 
Hampton  has  found  popular 
might  supply  some  of  the 
branch-library  needs  as  well. 

If  the  state  study  recom- . 
mendations  were  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed  in  toto,  the  cost  would  be 


7^a-.  /7,  /U.y  ^ 


about  $5.5  million  a  year.  But 
even  if  they’re  not  adopted 
completely,  what  changes  are 
made  would  seem  to  favor 
additional  state  help  for  re¬ 
gional  libraries,  Federal  fund¬ 
ing  is  also  available  for  con¬ 
struction  of  regional  facili¬ 
ties,  though  the  waiting  list  is 
long. 

Other  improvements  call 
for  by  the  study  body  wo 
establish  a  statewide  unit 
catalog,  a  telegraphic  (TW! 
hookup  between  libraries 
make  queries  about  boi 
availability  \answerable  i 
mediately,  a  state  system 
interlibrary  loans  calling  on 
regional  libraries  to  become 
resource  centers  in  special 
areas  of  interest,  rather  than 
all  libraries  duplicating  the 
same  kind  of  reference  mater¬ 
ial  in  areas  with  only  limited 
overall  application. 
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i'rs .  .S.  T.  Daskins, 

York  County  Vol.  Asso.  library, 
Rt.  17, 

Yorktovm,  Virginia  23U90. 
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Mrs.  ^cuthall 
in  Mr.  Van  Bum’s  office 
March  25,1969 


Dear  Mrs.  Desk ins: 

We  are  sending  the  Library  at  Yorktown 
all  the  copies  we  have  on  hand  and 
the  1968  World  book  will  be  ihailed  to 
you  when  we  get  our  new  supply  in. 

Mr.  Van  Ruren  is  indeed  interested  in 
the  Library  and  wish  you  nuch  luck  - 
sounds  like  you  people  are  workers. 


<3* 


\  \ 
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ART  DISPLAY— Mrs.  Marylou  Sawyer,  right,  York  elementary  art  consult¬ 
ant,  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Deskins,  library  chairman,  prepare  display  of  art  from 
seven  county  elementary  schools.  Show  will  be  at  the  York  Volunteer  Library 

today  through  May  12. 


York  Volunteer 
Bargain  Box 
Sets  ‘Happening’ 

YORKTOWN  -  The  York  Vol¬ 
unteer  Association  Bargain  Box 
will  hold  a  “happening”  April 
12  adjacent  to  the  volunteer  li¬ 
brary  on  Route  17. 

Members  will  sell  items  for 
the  benefit  of  the  library  and 
other  association  activities  and 
food  and  music  for  entertain¬ 
ment  will  be  offered. 

The  group,  which  has  been 
collecting  both  new  and  used 
items  for  sale,  is  enlisting  the 
aid  of  all  women  who  work  in 
the  various  activities  of  the  as¬ 
sociation. 

Proceeds  will  be  added  to  oth¬ 
er  funds  raised  by  the  associa¬ 
tion  for  its  assistance  projects, 
which  include  a  tutoring  pro¬ 
gram,  a  kindergarten,  a  mother 
and  child  program  in  Lackey, 
the  library  and  general  assist¬ 
ance. 

They  include  Mrs.  Edith  Rit¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Bea  Fairfield,  Mrs. 
Marion  Caywood,  Mrs.  Lilly 
Jones,  Mrs.  Gloria  Cousins, 
Mrs.  Thelma  Anderson,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Whiteside  and  Mrs. 
Estella  Slavnik. 

Purpose  of  the  bargain  box 
is  to  make  it  possible  for  resi¬ 
dents  to  obtain  good  used  cloth¬ 
ing  at  a  small  fraction  of  its | 
original  cost  and  the  funds  gen-' 
erated  by  the  activity  finance 
pumerous  projects,  including 
rent  for  the  library  building  and 
the  feeding,  clothing,  and  pro¬ 
vision  of  medical  aid  for  needy 
individuals. 


The  month  of  April  ws  des¬ 
ignated  as  Teaching  Career 
Month  and  York’s  chapter  of 
the  FTA  allotted  a  special 
week  to  carry  out  this  theme. 

In  order  to  continue  with 
their  project  at  the  York 
County  Volunteer  Library,  the 
FTA  sponsored  a  book  drive 
with  Sally  Crafford  and  Phyl- 
iss  Colbreth  serving  as  chair¬ 
men. 


Named  Top  Group  Of  '68 


j  The  York  County  Volunteer  [  The  award  was  presented  to 
(Association  was  selected  the  top  Albert  Leslie,  president  of  the 
volunteer  group  of  1968  by  the  association,  for  its  initiation  of 
Volunteer  Bureau  of  United  volunteer  projects  in  the  coun- 
Community  Services  last  rilght  ty.  , 

at  fin  awards  Meeting  at  C.  Al-  Mrs.  Elsie  Meehan,  director 
ton  Lindsay  Junior  High  School,  of  the  Volunteer  Bureau,  said 
Hampton.  the  group  has  been  in  existence 


only  a  year  and  a  half.  I  Selected  as  the  top  volunteer 
“Yet  iii  that  brief  time,  so  r  of  1968  was  Mrs.  Stanley 
many  families  and  individuals  Drucker  of,  8  Booth  Circle,  New- 


Unit  Sponsoring 
Children’s  Story 
Hour  At  Library 

YORKTOWN  —  A  story  hour 
with  the  theme,  “Travel  with 
Books, ”■  is  being  presented  at 
the  York  County  Volunteer  Li¬ 
brary  from  9:30  to  10:30  a.m. 
on  alternating  Saturdays. 

The  story  hour,  for  children 
in  grades  one  and  two,  is  be¬ 
ing  sponsored,  by  the  Yoirk  High 

School  Chapter  of  the  Future 

Teachers  of  America.  < 

This  Saturday  morning  the 
emphasis  will  be  on  Japan,  with 
Holland  the  topic  on  April  26 
Greece  on  May  10  and  France 

on  May  24.  /  > 

An  elementary  art  exhibit,  ar¬ 
ranged  by  Mrs.  Marylpu  Saw¬ 
yer,  elementary  art  consultant 
for  York  puJblic  schools; ,  will  be 
at 'the  library  through  May  29. 

A  library  report  for  February 
shows  a  total  of  429  books  were 
circulated  during  that  month, 
i  The  library  membership  has  m- 
creased  by  37,  reaching  495  by 
the  end  of  March  r 

Ntw  book  titles  include:  Light¬ 
ning  Out  of  Israel,  “Triumph 
and  Tragedy,”  ‘‘The  Warren  Re¬ 
port, ’’.“Four  Days”,  “Patrick 
Henry,”  Story  of  a  Patriot; 
“Ernest  Hemingway,  a  lie,, 
story”:  “America’s  Garde  n 
Book,”  “Baby  and  Child  Carn, 
and  “Panic  in  Needle  ParkA_ 


hfivd  been  touched  that  ,we  felt  [port  News.  Mrs.  Drucker  has 
this  organization  c4n  'Stand  tall  been  chairman  of  the  volunteer 
and  proud  before  others  giving  program  at  the  Cerebral  Palsy 
decades  of  service,”  she  said.  Training  Center  for  the  past 
1.  The  organization's  work  in-  three  years  and  does  weekly 
cltided.  establishing  a  used  volunteer  work  at  the  center 
clothing  ahd  furniture  outlet  for  She  is  also  a  member  of  the 
lower  income  families,  provid-  board  of  directors  of  the  Hi- 
ing  financial  and  material  aid  denwood  Parent-Teacher^  As- 
to  more  than  100  families  in  the  sociation,  a  member  of  the  Pen- 
cpunty  .and  establishing  a  vol-  insula ,  Community  Services 
unteer  .library  on  Route  17  in  Planning  Council,  and  the  1968 

.  °n^  Th.e  ,l  br?7,  storf  vice  president  of  the  community 

fire  completely  staffed  by  vol-  services  section  of  Hampton 

r1!?61-8-.  . . . I,  ,  Roads  Chapter  of  the  National 

The  association  also  establish-  CTOnill  of  ‘JWIsn  wcmtair" 
ed  a  .transportation  committee,,  Mrs.  Drucker  was  also  cited 
to  pi*ovide  transportation  to  as  being  instrumental  in  the  or-  ! 
people, who  have  to  go  to  health!  ganization  of  Council’s  Pre- 
clinics,  hospitals  and  doctor’s  School  in  Hampton  and  the  for- 
office^  -  In*  March,  1968,  a  kin-  mation  of  Brownie  troops  in  the 
dergarten,  nursery  school  and  area 

mothers’ 'program  was  initiated  Special  recognition  was  given 
10  ?!  LacWey .area  for  approxi-  to  Senior  Girl  Scout  Troop '32 
mately  90  children  and  16  moth-  of  Fort  Monroe  for  its  in  ? 

ers-  I  organizing  a  two  week  day 

camp  at  Gosnold  Hope  Park  last 
summer.  t 

“They planned,  coordinated 
f  and  directed  the  camp  and,  with 
I  six  months  of  pre-planning, 
provided  an  effective  and  diver- 
J  sified  program  for  inner-city 
■  children,”  said  Mrs.  Meehan. 
Honorable  mention  was  given 
to  Mrs.  John  Halllday  of  the 
Hertlage  Girl  Scout  Council  and 
the  Senior  Citizens  Club  of 
Hampton  Senior  Center. 


ALBERT  LESLIE 
-  r  .  ,  accepts  award 

1 

.  A  tutoring  program  was  also 
instituted  and  45  volunteers  are 
tutoring  49  potential  school 
drop-outs  on  a  one-to-one  basis 
five  flayiuAHeek - - - 
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(  By  MYRTLE  BARNES  .  w< 
■  ■■”>  times-herald  staff  writer  p] 

Peninsula  Regional  Planning  ioi 
-Commission  'should,  have,  a  w( 
recommendation  ready  within  90  lit 
•  days  on  establishment  of  a  re-  . 
i'gional  library  here,. says  PRPC  of 
’  ’Director  Henry  Cochran.  m 

(.■Cochran  addressed  a  meeting  ~ 
;  of  the1  Newport  News  Library  ca 
i '.Board  yesterday  attended  also  ca 
5  by.  representatives  of  the  Hamp- 
;ton  library !  board  and  interest-  j,( 
.ed  York  residents.  York' has  a  11 
--.temporary  volunteer  library  re 
how,  and  citizens  have  express-  U| 
i  ed  an  interest  in  a  public  li- 
'■brary  as  a  permanent  service.  m 
COCHRAN  detailed  the  find-  a 
'  ings.of  the  PRPC’s  preliminary  b, 
T  staff study  on  the  regional  ..11-  bi 
t.brary  concept,  and  said  the  fin-  jj 
7  IShed  r.eport  should  be  ready  in  w 
,'■  30, .days.  v  ei 

i  ■;  the  preliminary  report  —  pre-  4: 
fsented  to  PRPC  members  In 
March1—  recommends  that  ab 
Regional  library  be  established  C 
somewhere  in.  the  area  of  Inter-  w 
state  M  and  Mercury  Boulevard,  ti 
It  would  serve  all  the  member  h 
•jurisdictions  of  PRPC  —  New-  h 
port  News,  Halnpton,  York  and  u 
James  City  Counties,  Williams-  I 
biirg  and  Poquoson.  i  n 

if,  If  PRPC  doe^  adopt  the  re- i 
port’s  recommendations;  Coch-  a 
Hran  said,  its  action  would  be  re-  r 
hayed  to  the  political  units  ,who  t 
probably  would  be  asked  to  ap- c 
.point  a  joint  committee  to  work  c 
,  out  implementation  of  the  pro-  v 
posal.  i  i’  • 

i  Cochran  explained  that  the 
PRPC  study  drew; on  past  local  ^ 
■and  State  library  studies  —  m- 
'eluding1,  the  1966  Virginia  Li-  ] 
brary  Association  one  urging  ■ 
establislunent  of  area  coopera¬ 
tive  systems;  the  1968  Arthur, 
Little  ,  report  to  the  Virginia 
State  Library  Board  calling  for  j 
'increased  state  support  for  re- 
giorial  libraries-  which  ,the  1970 
General  Assembly  will  consider 
and  consultant  reports  for 
■Hampton  and  Williamsburg 
The  Hampton  1966  Galvin  re¬ 
port  bid /a  large  central  fa¬ 
cility  tvas  needed,  and  the  only 
feasible  way  to  accomplish  It 
would  be  on  a  regional  basis. 
'.The  .followup  ,  master  plan  for 
;City- libraries  called  for  a  cen¬ 
tral  building  to  replace  Taylor 
library  with  its  location  not  yet 
pinpointed.-  i  s  •,■■■'' 
ft  If  jlAMPl'ON  were  to  choosc| 
,i; Site' near  164  and  Mercury 
‘Boulevard  as  the  Galyin  report 
■.  Suggested)";  C.oclurfan  V  safdij  that 
k-.central  ' building -thlght  rwell  be 
added;, ti)-.becoma  , the  regloil- 
Jl’Center.i .  AS& tf.  ’  •* 

imairi',  library 


were  downtown,  however, 
PRPC  would  have  to  give  ser¬ 
ious  study  to  whether  that  site 
would  be  right  for  a  Regional 
library.-  M-.  i 
Implementing  local  financing 
of ,  a  regional  library  is  ,  the 
main  problem,  Cochran  noted 

—  particularly  'in ;  the  area  ;  of 

capital  outlay,  since  city  and 
counties  have  different  rules 
about  general  obligation  bopds 
(Counties  Inust  go  through, pub¬ 
lic  reffereiiduhi):  r  '' 

Cochran  noted,  three  ways  a 
regional  library  can  be  set  up 
under  existing  state  law:' 

Through  .cooperative  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  communities .  with 
a  varying  amohnt  of  control 
by  the,  regional  library  over  the 
branches. (PRPC  says  12  branch 
libraries  plus  the,  main  facility 
would  be  needed  to  serve  the 
estimated  1985  population  of 
420,000.)  i 

—  Create  a  Regional  library 
board  under  Title  42  where  the 
Court  1  names  board  members, 
who  must,  include  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools  from  each 
locality  Involved,  PRPC’s  staff 
has  ...recommended  proceeding 
undent  his  Section  Cochran  said. 

It  would  be  financed  by  an  an¬ 
nual  appropriation  from  each 
,-  locality,  or  could  be  bandied  by 
h  a  separate  .library  tax.  The 

-  main  drawback  is  that,  the  sys- 
q  tern  becomes  somewhat  divOrc- 
i-  ed  from’ political  tiep  since  the  j 
lc  court,  not  councils  or  '  super- 
i-  visors,  names  board  members,  i 

—  CREATE  a  library  service 
„  district  under  the  new  state 
,  Metropolitan  Development  Act 
with  library  board  niembers 
elected  by  the  citizens  in  part 
a  and  appointed  by  the  political 
f  bodies  in  part.  •  • 

The  law  calls  for  service  dis- 
a  tricts  to  operate  on  annual  ap- 
'  propriations  from  participating 
’  localities,:  but :  these  are  based 
on  assessed  valuation  rattier 
than  the  population  base  which 
_r  would  probably  be  used  in  the 
3r  first  two  organizational  choices. 

Cochran  said  if  PRPC  recofri- 
e’  mends,  a  .regional  library,  “it 
?'  will  need  the  real  support  and 
?  guidance  of  each  of  the  lnde- 
pendent  library  boards”  to  help 
ls-  it  become  reality.  •••  :  •*.  ,  , ' 

or  "It  , will  be  i  a  challenge  to 
n'  cooperate  and. support  a  reglon- 
al  system,”,  Qchran.  said,  "but 
et  it  can  be  done-’,’ 

MANY  Peninsula  citizens  are 
isc  not  served,  by  libraries  now, 
ry  Cochran  added,  and  it  seems  lo- 
>rt  gical  that'll  .will  be  less  copbly 
tat  and 'more!  Offlilerit.  to.  provide 
be  service  on.  ah  areawide  basis 
>it-  bther  than  duplicating  Services 
with, four,  separate  library  sys- 
'  !■  ,;w' 


Regional  Library 
System  Proposed 
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Development  of  a  regional  li¬ 
brary  system  for  the  Peninsula 
by  1985  under  cooperative  agree¬ 
ments  between  the  six  local  gov¬ 
erning  bodies  is  recommended 
by  a  staff  study  of  the  'Penin¬ 
sula  Regional  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion. 

Henry  Cochran,  PRPC  execu¬ 
tive  director,  added  that  a  com¬ 
mittee  composed  of  two  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  each1  jurisdic¬ 
tion  be  named  to; 

1.  Define  areas  of  authority 
and  responsibility  to  be  assign¬ 
ed  to  a  centralized  processing 
system. 

2.  Identify  the  organization  re¬ 
sponsible  for  development  of  a 
central  processing  system  and 
regional  library. 

3.  Recommend  a  level  of  fund¬ 
ing  for  such  an  organization. 

4.  Draft  the  cooperative 
agreements  required  to  imple¬ 
ment  such  an  organization.  . 

Cochran  suggested  that  chair¬ 
men  of  the,  local  library  systems 


be  one  of  the  two  appointees 
from  each  city  and  county. 

A  report  prepared  for  the 
Hampton  Public  Library  Board 
cited  $2  million  as  an  estimated 
cost  for  a  central  facility  hav¬ 
ing  100,000  square  feet  of  floor 
area. 


Annual  operating  cost  would 
be  $500,000,  or  about  twice  as 
much  as  is  now  spent,  in  total, 
by  the  various  local  boards. 

One  of  the  study  conclusions  is 
that,  “Continuation  of  library 
service  under  the  present  sys¬ 
tems  will  make  more  adequate 
service  levels  more  difficult  and 
more  expensive  to  achieve.” 

Cochran  also  submitted  a  pro¬ 
posed  charter  for  the  Peninsula 
Planning  District  which,  hope¬ 
fully,  will  be  organized  from 
the  present  PRPC  as  quickly  as 
possible  after  July  1. 

He  suggested  five  members 
each  for  Newport  News  and 
Hampton  and  four  each  for  Po¬ 
quoson,  Williamsburg,  York  and 
James  City  Counties. 

Included  in  the  membership 
would  be  the  chief  administra¬ 
tive  officer  of  each  jurisdic¬ 
tion,  the  chairman  of  its  plan¬ 
ning  commission. 

By  state  law,  a  majority  of 
the  planning  district  commis¬ 
sion  must  be  elected  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  participating  gov¬ 
erning  bodies. 

That  would  mean  three  New¬ 
port  News  and  Hampton  coun- 
cilmen  and  two  from  the  other 
four  governing  bodies. 

This  would  make  a  26-mem¬ 
ber  commission  which  some  of 
the  planners  thought  tod  large 
a  group. 

Newport  News  Councilman  O. 
J.  Brittingham  also  raised  the 
question  about  having  so  many 
elected  officials.  He  said  it 
might  tend  to  make  the  thing 
too  political  and  tend  to  stymie 
the  commission. 

Brittingham,  York  County  Ex¬ 
ecutive  William  Larew  and 
Hampton  Vice  Chairman  Tom 
Waters  were  named  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  go  over  the  proposed 
charter  and  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  at  the  June  meeting. 

Meanwhile,  copies  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  governing  bodies 
for  local  reaction. 


York  Planners  Hear  Report 
OnB  ranch  Lib  r ary  Proposal 
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By  ROBERT  A.  GRAVES 
York  County  Bureau 
YORKTOWN  —  Bookmobile 
'  service  to  citizens  of  the  county 
would  not  be  an  adequate  sub¬ 
stitute  for  a  branch  library,  J. 
Marshall  Hughes  II,  consultant 
to  the  York  County  Volunteer 
[Library,  Tuesday  night  told 
Snembers  of  the  York  Planning 
Commission. 

The  commission  is  currently 
reviewing  a  study  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Regional  Planning 
Commission,  which  calls  for  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  regional  li¬ 
brary  system  to  include  all  lo¬ 
calities  on  the  Peninsula. 

1  A  bookmobile  would  not  meet 
the  purpose  of  a  public  library 

I  as  described  by  the  American 
Library  Association,  which  is 
also  contained  in  the  library 
committee  report,  Hughes  said. 

Purposes  of  a  libarary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  A.L.A.,  he  said, 
are  to  facilitate  informal  edu¬ 
cation  of  all  people  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  enrich  and  further  de¬ 
velop  the  subjects  on  which  in¬ 
dividuate  are  taking  formal  edu¬ 
cation,  support  educational,  civ¬ 
ic  and  cultural  activities  of 
groups  and  organizations,  en¬ 
courage  wholesome  recreation 
and  constructive  use  of  leisure 
time  and  to  meet  the  informa¬ 
tional  needs  of  all. 

Hughes  emphasized  that  the 
community  needs  a  permanent 
structure  which  will  give  it  a 
place  in  the  regional  library 
system  as  an  equal,  not  as  a 
“poor  relative.” 

“We  are  without  huge  sums 
of  tax  dollars  which  means  we 
will  either  have  to  be  the  first 
helped  or  the  last  in  line  in 
the  system,”  he  said.  “One 
a  branch  library  can  do  this. 

“The  Peninsula  is  moving  to- 
toward  York  County  and  we 
dhould  prepare  now  to  meet 
their  cultural  and  educational 
needs  —  with  a  branch  library, 
not  a  bookmobile.” 

Hughes  said  the  people  of  the 
county  have  shown  a  definite 
desire  for  a  public  library  and 
the  York  County  Volunteer  As¬ 
sociation  has  partially  quench¬ 
ed  this  desire  with  its  “stop 
gap”  libarary.  He  said  the  ini¬ 
tial  cost  of  a  bookmmobile  is 
less  than  buying  a  building, 
but  he  noted  that  York  need 
not  go  to  great  expense  to  pro¬ 
vide  «  library. 

The  volunteer  association,  he 
said,  his  shown  that  this  is  is 
not  necessary. 

“They  have  a  building  which 
is  rented  very  inexpensively,  the 
help  is  volunteer,  the  beating, 
air  conditioning,  furniture  and 
shelves  are  donations  and  the 
books  are  gifts,”  he  said. 

“The  same  could  be  done  for 
a  branch  library,  which  would 


provide  a  structure  which  the 
York  County  taxpayer  could  use 
with  pride.” 

Hughes  said  there  are  sites 
available  which  could  be  used 
with  little  or  no  cost. 

“A  bookmobile  is  only  a  tem¬ 
porary  measure,”  he  said,  “It 
will  provide  some  service,  but 
any  professional  librarian  will 
tell  you  that  a  bookmobile  is 
but  a  supplement  to  a  library, 
not  a  substitute.  We  need  both, 
but  it  it  must  be  one  wihout 
the  other,  then  we  should  pro¬ 
vide  the  best  choice,  not  a  sup¬ 
plement  to  the  best.” 

Carl  Anderson,  professor  at 
the  College  of  William  and 
Mary,  who  operates  one  of  the 
departmental  libraries  there, 
agreed  with  Hughes  that  a  per¬ 
manent  structure  is  preferable 
to  a  bookmobile. 

Albert  Leslie,  president  of  the 
volunteer  association  which 
sponsors  the  volunteer  library 
in  York,  said  his  organization 
has  made  arrangments  with 


the  owner  of  the  building  now 
in  use  to  operate  there  until 
July  of  1970,  and  from  that 
time  arrangements  will  be  on 
a  month-to-month  basis. 

“When  we  have  to  leave  the 
building,  we  do  not  know  where 
we  will  go,”  he  said. 

Leslie  estimated  that  the  vol¬ 
unteer  library  here  has  from 
5,000  to  6,000  books  now. 

William  P.  Larew,  executive 
secretary  to  the  York  County 
Board  of  Supervisors,  com¬ 
mented  that  the  board  has  made 
a  “left-handed  agreement”  to 
provide  a  place  for  the  library’s 
books. 

Mrs.  Iris  Anderson,  profes¬ 
sor  at  Thomas  Nelson  Commun¬ 
ity  College,  and  chairman  of 
the  library  committee  of  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  of 
Hampton  and  Newport  News, 
said  the  league  is  very  mucl 
in  favor  of  a  strong  regional 
library  system  for  the  whole 
Peninsula. 
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EDITOR’S  NOTE:  For  the  past  few  years  the 
Federal  government  has  spent  millions  of  dollars  in 
welfare  handouts,  job  training  programs  and  “head 
start”  educational  set-ups.  There  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  criticism  of  the  various  programs.  Some  say 
a  lot  of  the  money  has  gone  “down  the  drain”  because 
of  poor  operational  procedures. 

Government  planners  would  do  well  to  consult  a 
volunteer  organization  made  up  of  York  County  citi¬ 
zens  who,  for  the  past  two  years,  have  been  helping 
more  than  109  area  “down  and  out”  families  find 
shelter,  food,  jobs  —  and  the  program  hasn’t  cost 
the  taxpayers  one  single  cent. 

The  secret  ingredient  has  been-  personal  involve¬ 
ment  by  people  who  truly  believe  that  they  are  their 
brothers’  keepers. 

★  -JU  -A- 
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Problems  are  faced  by  all  families  from  time 
to  time.  But  for  most  families  there  are  means  for 
coping  with  them.  They  know  where  to  go  for  help 
in  emergencies. 

However,  for  some,  this  is  not  the  case  For 
some,  the  lack  of  employment,  the  lack  of  education, 
or  family  illness  presents  problems  over  which  they 
have  no  control.  They  lack  means  of  transportation 
to  take  a  sick  or  hurt  chad  for  medical  aid.  They 
have  no  financial  resources  to  fall  back,  an  when  the 
father  becomes  temporarily  wiemptoyed,  often  be¬ 
cause  seasonal  employment  has  heen  the  only  way  of 
life  he  has-  ever  known. 

Lack  of  education  and  severe  entfaraf  depriva¬ 
tion  cause  parents  to  he  unable  to  help  the  young 
children  in  the  family  learn  to  talk.  Whew  these 
children  enter  school,  they  are  already  behind  the* 
classmates  in  language  skills.  Within  the  first  year 
the  gap  widens  even  more.  Potential  school  dropouts 
can  be  identified  by  the  time  they  are  -wut  of  the 
cradle. 

For  about  one  hundred  York  County  families 
caught  in  this  vicious,  complex  cycle,  a  ray  of  hope 
has  appeared-  For  two  years  the  York  Chanty  Volun¬ 
teer  Association  has  been  at  hand,  twenty-fonr  hours 
a  day,  to  help  wherever  and  whenever  a  need  has 
been  recognized. 

This  organization  came  Info  being  when  a  group 
of  dedicated  men  and  women  came  face  to  face  with 
a  family  of  five  who  had  not  had  any  food  for  three 
days.  Newcomers  to  the  county  from,  another  state, 
they  were  not  eligible  for  public  welfare.  For  several 
weeks  food  was  provided  this  family  by  these  con¬ 
cerned  volunteers.  They  tried  desperately  to  help  the 
father  find  and  keep  employment.  When  he  appeared 


ill,  they  sought  medical  aid  for  him  and  guaranteed 
the  financial  obligations  incurred.  When  it  was  found 
that  this  father  was  suffering  from  an  unusual  and 
fatal  illness,  they  provided  funds  for  him  and  his 
family  to  be  moved  back  to  their  former  home  where 
public  assistance  would  be  available. 

From  "this  beginning  the  York  County  Volunteer 
Association  became  a  vital  influence  on  many  lives, 
as  more  and  more  families  in  trouble  were  dis¬ 
covered. 

The  basic  philosophy,  of  the  Association  is  that 
people  must  be  concerned  for  each  other,  and  what¬ 
ever  happens  to.  any  family  in  the  community  ulti- 
inately  affects  everyone.  Therefore,  the  services  and 
resources  of  the  Volunteers  are  used  as  far  as  they 
will  stretch  to  meet  human  needs,  with  the  children 
and  the  sick  having  priority.  Volunteers  do  not  sit 
in  judgement  on  people  who  are  hungry,  or  cold,  or 
sick,  but  offer  in  friendship  to  help  as  best  they  can. 
The  services  are  to  meet  emergency  needs  first  — 
food  for  hnngry  children,  wood  or  oil  to  warm  a  cold 
house,  an  electric  biB  paid  so  children  can  do  their 
homework,  medical  attention  and  medicine  for  the 
sick,  beds  and  blankets  for  children  who  may  be 
sleeping  on  the  floor  or  in  automobiles,  and,  especial¬ 
ly,  shoes  and  other  clothing  so  children  can  go  to 
school. 

In  addition  to  emergency  needs,  the  YCVA  tries 
to  help  find  a  place  to  live,  a  job,  or  wbateveris  re¬ 
quired  to  help  a  family  meet  its  own  needs  —  and 
Uus  is  tide  more  difficult  role. 

This  work  is  done  directly  by  a  group  assigned, 
tins  responsibility  which  includes  a  representative 
from  each  of  the  elementary  school  Parent-Tec  cher 
Associations.  People  or  needs  are  referred  by  school 
nurses,  public  health  agencies,  and  neighbors.  But 
whether  emergency,  or  long  term  need,  the  Volun¬ 
teers  want  always  to  let  those  who  need  their  ser¬ 
vices  know  they  are  genuinely  concerned  for  them  — 
even  when  they  cannot  help.  And"  the  response  of 
those  helped  has  generally  been  that  they  want  to 
work  with  the  Volunteers  to  help  someone  else  in 
turn. 

According  to  Mrs.  John  E.  Yeates  Jr.,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  YCVA  Welfare  Committee,  “If  the  prob-- 
Terns  of  our  community  are  to  be  solved,  it  will  be 
when  the  people  living  in  the  community  are  willing 
to  get  involved  personally.’'  And  this  the  Volunteers 
fry  to  do. 

Assisting  Mrs.  Yeates  in  this  endeavor  over  the 
past  year  have  been:  Mesdames  H.  H.  Hamilton,  J. 
F.  McNultey,  J.  E.  Eversole,  W.  B.  Olstad,  M.  W.  By- 
rum,  Linwood  Lawson,  Roger  Fournier,  Wm.  Chitten- 


The  association  provides  York  County 
with  a  public  library  with  books  collected 
through  donations  from  citizens.  Process¬ 
ing  books  from  left,  are  Mrs.  Gary  P. 
Beasley,  Mrs.  George  Dudley  and  Mrs. 

E.  T.  Deskins. 

den,  S.  A.  Tucker,  F.  C.  Hastings,  Jr.,  H.  T.  Baber, 
Jr.,  R.  J.  Pegg,  J.  Difley  and  J.  Johnson. 

To  help  finance  the  many  projects  of  the  YCVA, 
the  Bargain  Box  opened  in  late  1967  at  the  Baptist 
Mission  os  Hornsby  ville  Road.  This  is  a  used  clothing 
and  furniture  outlet,  the  proceeds  of  which  provide 
the  financial  resources  for  the  work  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion.  Within  recent  weeks  this  operation  has  moved 
to  a  new  location  on  Route  17  near  the  Dare  Road 
intersection,  though  the  Mission  continues  as  the  de¬ 
posit  station  for  anyone  wishing  to  donate  saleable 
items.  _  . . . 

Volunteers  for  more  than  Iff  months  have  staffed 
the  Bargain  Box,  keeping  it  open  five  days  a  week, 
mending,  cleaning,  sorting,  and  selling.  At  present 
Mrs.  Marion  Caywood  is  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  in  charge  of  this  work.  She  is  assisted 


by  a  number  of  volunteers  who  are  willing  to  give  a 


3Wrff.  George  Massey,  left,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Edge  provide  tutoring  in  remedial  reading  to 
Thomas  Jamerson  as  part  of  volunteer  association’s  contribution  to  the  community. 


tew  Hours  a  week  to  this  worthwhile  cause.  Mrs. 
Caywood  is  also  assisted  by  Mrs.  Cordelia  Bartelt, 
who  has  the  responsibility  of  scheduling  this  help. 

The  unique  thing  about  Mrs.  Bartelt  is  that  she 
is  a  spry,  bright  70-years-young  person.  Though  con¬ 
fined  to  a  wheel  chair,  as  a  result  of  a  stroke,  she 
called  and  asked  if  there  was  anything  she  could  do 
to  help.  According  to  Mrs.  Albert  Leslie,  'another  ac¬ 
tive  volunteer,  “Mrs.  Bartelt  was  the  answer  to  our 
prayers.  She  has.  taken  over  the  innumerable  tele¬ 
phone  calls  necessary  in.  staff  eeheduJing-at-the-Ber - 

gain  Box.  This  alone  is  an  overwhelming  task.  And 
she  does  a  superb  job.  Her  marvelous  spirit,  which 
keeps  her  mentally  alert,  makes  her  a  real  inspira¬ 
tion  to  all  who  know  her.  You  see,  there  is  a  spot  for 
everyone  who  is  willing  to  help.” 

Another  real  asset  to  the  Association  is  Walter 
Doneson.  His  particular  responsibility  is  that  of  haul¬ 
ing  —  hauling  a  gas  range  to  a  family  who  has  no 
means  except  an  open  fire  for  preparing  meals,  trans¬ 
porting  a  donated  chest  to  the  Bargain  Box  for  sale, 
carrying  a  bed  mattress  to  a  family  which  has  none. 
He  is  a  familiar  sight  in  his  little  truck  on  Saturday 
mornings  on  almost  any  back  road  in  the  county. 

Mrs..  Betty  Carroll  maintains  a  Clothing  and  Food 
Bank.  She  is:  always  ready  with  a  supply  of  these 
necessities  when  the  call  comes  from  a  school  nurse, 
the  visiting  teacher,  an  Extension  Technician,  or  the 
YCVA  welfare  committee.  Many  have  been  the  time* 
that  a  call  for  help  that  comes  in  at  3  p.m.  brings 
a  hot  nutritious  dinner  to  a  family’s  table  by  six. 

Another  need  of  disadvantaged  families  identf- 

Photos  By 
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2o  Advantages  of  a  regional  library: 

All  recent  studies  (references  1-3)  of  the  need  for 
library  facilities  in  the  Peninsula  and  in  the  Etute  as 
a  ’.'.’hole  have  suggested  that  the  only  efficient  way  to 
meet  the  needs  for  quality  library  service  is  by  the 
formation  of  a  regional  library  system.  Such  a  facility 
v:lth  100*000  so.,  feet  of  space  might  cost  $2, 000* 000  plus 
the  cost  of  the  site  plus  $500,000©  operating  expenses  per  yr. 

2.  Availability  of  state  and  federal  funds 

(a)  Libraries  must  meet  state  and  federal  minimum  requirements 
to  qualify  for  aid.  priority  if  given  to  regional  libraries,, 

(b)  Up  to  $25,000  plus  Cl. 00  per  sq.  mile  of  area  served  is 
available  in  combined  state  and  federal  funds  for  libraries 
serving  over  200,000  population,. 

(c)  Up  to  $20,000  plus  Cl* 00  per  sq.  mile  of  area  served  is 
available  annually  in  combined  state  and  federal  funds 
for  libraries  serving  60,000  to  200,000  population. 

(d)  For  county  libraries  -which  don*t  meet  state  minimum 
requirements,  up  to  Cl, 000  per  year  le  available. 

(e)  Establishment  grants  of  $200,000  split  up  over  a  2  year 
period  are  available  for  a  population  greater  than  60,000. 

{f)  Up  to  $15,000  annually  is  available  in  state  aid  for 

county  and  regional  libraries  serving  over  35,000  population, 
(g)  The  maximum  available  state  aid  forllbrarles  serving 
less  than  35,000  population  is  5,000  annually. 

o  Minimum  Standards  for  Virginia  libraries 

(a)  For  a  population  of  less  than  90,000  local  funds  of 
30^  per  capita  of  $10,000  must  be  provided. 

(b) For  a  population  over  90,000,  local  funds  of  s“l*00  per 
capita  must  be  provided, 

(c)  One  professional  staff  member  per  5000  population  mutt  be 
provided  for  areas  with  less  than  90,000  population, 

(d)  One  professional  staff  member  per  4000  people  must  be 
provided  for  populations  over  90,000. 

(e)  A  bookmobile  must  be  provided  for  populations  less  than  90,000. 

(f)  Free  service  must  be  provided  for  all  people  In  area  served. 

(g)  The  library  must  have  2  volumes  per  capita  up  to  175,000 
volumes  for  a  population  of  35,000  -  100,000. 

4.  some  Counties  now  receiving  state  and  federal  aid  for  libraries 

(a)  Eastern  Shore  library  serving  Accomack  and  Northampton 
counties  received  $13,500  in  state  and  federal  aid  in  1966-67. 

(b)  Lonesome  Pine  library  serving  Dickenson  and  Wise  counties  and 
Norton  received  $24,000  in  state  and  federal  aid  In  1966-67. 

(c)  YJalter  Cecil  Rawls  library  serving  Isle  of  Wight,  Nanoemond, 
Southampton  and  Sussex  counties  and  Franklin  received 
$25,000  in  state  and  federal  aid  in  1966-67, 

5,  References 

(1)  Virginia  Library  Association  Public  Library  Development 
Committee  Report,  adopted  12/3/66. 

(2)  A  Library  Concept  for  the  Peninsula,  Hoyt  Galvin  &  Assoc., 
Library  ’Consultants,  9/16/66. 

(3)  A  Public'  Library  program  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  - 
A  Report  to  the  Virginia  State  Library  Board,  Oct.  1968, 

(4)  Statistics  of  Virginia  Public  Libraries  (1966-67),  compiled 
by  the  Extension  Division,  Virginia  State  Library. 


SEPTEMBER  25, 


Volunteers,  Contributors 
To  Library  To  Be  Honored 


YORKTOWN  —  Volunteers  ector,  slides  and  records,  as  well  any  one  month  occurred  in  Au-| 
and  contributors  to  the  York  as  many  other  items  necessary  gust  with  readers  checking  out 
Public  Library  will  be  honored  for  operation,  have  been  contrib-  625  books, 
at  a  reception  from  3  to  4  p.m.  uted  by  groups  and  individuals.”  Mrs.  Deskins  said  other  ser- 
Sunday  at  the  facility  at  the  in-  Mrs.  Deskins  said  that  two  vices  made  available  through 
tersection  of  Route  17  and  Dare  typewriters  have  been  loaned  to  the  library  during  the  year  in- 
Road  as  it  observes  its  first  an-  process  the  4,950  books  which 'eluded  story  hours  during  April 
niversary.  have  been  accessioned  during  and  May  for  children  in  grades 

Mrs.  E.  T.  Deskins,  library  the  past  12  months.  one  and  two,  conducted  by  the 

chairman,  said  that  since  its  of-  Morp  than  9  000  books  have  York  High  Future  Teachers  of 
ficial  opening  Sept  7  last  year,  b“n7jaS  -  some  are  await  America  Club, 
the  York  library  has  operated | jng  processing  and  some  have  Another  first  for  county  citi- 
entirely  with  volunteer  services.  been  sent  as  discards  to  Patrick  zens  was  initiated  by  Mrs., 
“About  52  volunteers,  mainly  uenry  Hospital.  Mary lou  Sawyer,  elementary  art 

women  and  some  family  groups.  Because  the  bulk  of  the  collec-  consultant  for  York  public 
plus  members  of  the  York  High  tjon  js  aCqUired  as  used  or  sec-  schools,  who  arranged  the  first 
Keyette  Club,  staff  the  library  14  ond.hand  material,  numerous  in-  art  exhibit  in  the  library  during 
hours  per  week,  she  said.  di  vidua  Is  and  clubs  have  April  and  May.  Work  from 
‘For  the  past  two  summers  presented  new  books  or  made  seven  York  elementary  schools 
the  library  has  participated  in  casb  donations  earmarked  for  was  displayed, 
the  Peninsula  Volunteer  Bu-i£be  pUrchase  of  current  books.  A  local  Boy  Scout  troop  did  its 
reau  s  ‘Volunteen  Program.  ]\’ew  book  contributors  in- good  deed,  too,  by  transporting 
This  summer,  two  young  ladies,  elude :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Kea- 
Misses  Marjorie  Bendl  and  Paul  fer  Jr.;  York  Republican  com- 
Deskins  earned  over  25  hours  of  mittee  and  Heritage  Woman’s 
service  as  library  aides.”  Club,  Scottish  Rite  body  of 
Certificates  of  service  will  be  Masons,  Mariners  Museum  Li- 
presented  to  the  “volunteens”  at  brary  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  V. 
the  birthday  celebration.  Hyer,’  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  F. 

Records  of  their  progress,  de-  Dudley,  York  Lions  Club,  Daily  I 
pendability  and  initiative  have  Press,  Times-Herald,  Mrs  1 
been  forwarded  to  York  High  charlotte  Shelton,  Mrs.  J.  Wes- 
School  officials  and  have  been  iey  Ironmonger,  M.  I.  Bryant,  A.  [ 
attached  to  qach  student’s  per-  G.  Page,  A.  T.  Jennings,  York 
manent  records.  Chapter  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Mr.  and 

“No  budget  or  source  of  reve-;Mrs.  E.  T.  Deskins,  Piney  Point 
nue  exists  with  which  to  buy  Garden  Club  11  and  Junior  Girl 
books,  supplies  and  equipment,”  scout  troop  73. 

Mrs.  Deskins  said.  ‘‘Everything  Following  12  months  of  oper- 
has  been  obtained  by  donations  ation  the  library  records  showed 
ori?  on  loan.  a  membership  of  710,  with  circu- 

Shelving,  fluorescent  pic-  lation  records  for  the  same  peri- 1 
tures,  a  heating  unit  and  oil,  an  od  totaling  4,994.  This  includes' 
air-conditioning  unit,  card  cata-  1,958  adult  books  and  3,035  chil-l 
log,  tables,  chairs,  a  vacuum  dren’s  books, 
c.eaner,  a  U.  S.  flag,  slide  proj-  The  greatest  circulation'  for 


the  library’s  discarded  books  to 
Patrick  Henry  Hospital. 

Ivirs.  Deskins  was  high  in 
praise  of  the  York  Jaycees  who, 
she  said,  ‘‘gave  many,  many 
manhours  installing  shelving 
and  again  more  shelving. 

“The  question  is  no  longer  will 
York  citizens  support  a  library 
or  do  they  really  need  or  want  a 
library.  Those  questions  have  al¬ 
ready  been  answered  by  the 
facts  and  figures  accumulated 
within  the  last  12  months.” 

Mrs.  Deskins  said  she  will 
welcome  all  book  or  cash  dona¬ 
tions.  The  latter  can  be  made 
payable  to  the  York  County  Vol¬ 
unteer  Association,  Inc.,  and 
mailed  to  Box  1206,  Grafton, 
Va.,  she  said. 


Yori  Public  Library 

WE  AFE  HAVING  A  BIRTHDAY! 

You  are  lnvltei  to  a  reception  in  honor  of  our 
first  year  in  operation. 


Sunday,  September  <^8,  1969.  From  3:00-4:00  r.m. 

YT’A  Library 

Rt .  rf\7  a  .id  Dare  Road 
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tlVIIVG.  FEBRUARY  27,  1970 


Fivin  r  pnofi  Grafton  VFW  Presents  Volume 

^  ~?rri?ian.^er  post  and  its  ladies  auxiliary.  Accej 

inp  thp  hnnk-  ic  Mrc  T?  T>  * 


-v.  ..vw,  paoi  v-uumidiiuer  oi  me 
Grafton  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
Presents  volume  of  Virginia 
V.F.W.  history  to  the  York  County 
Volunteer  Library  in  behalf  of  the 


tr  - —  muiv,o  auAiuai  y ,  /HJCcI 

ing  the  book  is  Mrs.  E.  T.  Deskins, 
brary  chairman,  and  at  right  is  Mi 
Robert  L.  Stultz,  president  of  t 
auxiliary. 
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I  SATURDAY  MORNING,  JULY  3.  1971 
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:  York  Library  Moves 
To  New  Location 


Suderrio  gets  a  helping  hand  from  his  sister, 
Theresa,  during  moving  of  York  Public  Library 
to  its  new  location  in  Grafton  Shopping  Center. 


By  ROBERT  GRAVES 

Daily  Press  Staff  Reporter 

YORKTOWN  —  Volunteers 
this  weekend  are  completing 
the  massive  task  of  moving 
the  York  Public  Library  from 
its  old,  frame  structure  to 
new,  modern  quarters  at  the 
Grafton  Shopping  Center. 

Using  volunteer  labor  and 
transportation,  mixed  with  for- 
t  i  t  u  d  e  and  perspiration;- 
youngsters  and  adults  carried  > 
5,000  books  up  Route  17  and 
into  the  shopping  center  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  George 
Dudley,  librarian. 

Shelves  were  going  up 
Thursday  and  Friday,  follow¬ 
ed  by  placement  of  books. 

Mrs.  Dudley  said  the  hard¬ 
core  nucleus  of  the  library  is 
composed  of  public-spirited 
volunteers. 

“If  not  for  people  who  have 
given  their  time  to  this  over 
the  past  three  years,  there 
wouldn’t  be  a  library,”  she 
said. 

Mrs.  Dudley  says  she  needs 
volunteers,  not  only  to  get  the 
library  in-  shape  but  also  to 
man  the  counter  at  times 
when  she  cannot  be  there. 

“Our  new  hours  are  not 
firm,  as  yet,  but  we  will  be 
open  from  6  to  8  p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday  and  from  10 
a.m.  to  noon  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,”  she  said. 

“If  we  can  get  the  volun¬ 
teers,  we’ll  be  open  at  other 
times,  also.” 


The  library  exists  on  min¬ 
imal  county  support.  York 
pays  the  rent  and  utilities,  but 
the  rest  is  up  to  volunteers. 
The  annual  financial  provision 
of  the  county  is  only  $6,250. 

“There  is  no  fund  for 
books, ’*  — Mrsr  Dudley  said. 
“All  books  have  been  donated,  ) 
some  as  memorial  books  in 
lieu  of  flowers  to  the  families 
of  those  who  have  passed 
away.”  .  .. 

The  library,  she  said,  was 
started  three  years  ago,  by  the 
|York  County  Volunteer  Asso- 
iation.  For  the  past  year,  al¬ 
though  the  YCVA  officially  no 
longer  has  a  Connection  with 
|t,  the  library  still  gets  some 
(*f  the  same  volunteers. 

I  The  number  of  books  in  the 
library  has  not  increased  for 
•«ome  time. 

“We  are  weeding  out  many 
the  old,  out-of-date  books 
d  continually  refining  the 
section  we  have,”  she  ex¬ 
plained. 

“Some  of  the  books  have 
thin,  paper-like  covers  and  I 
reinforce  them  with  tape 
when  I  get  the  chancel  *  J 


“But  we  always  need  more 
volunteers  to  help  keep  the  li¬ 
brary  going.” 

There  is  apparently  a  need 
for  people  to  repair  books  and 
catalouge  them.  Equipment  is 
in  short  supply  and  all  dona¬ 
tions  welcome. 


Mrs.  Dudley  s; 
quarters  provide 
for  the  collection.! 

“In  (the  old  hou 
every  square  inci 
she  said. 

“Hek,  we  can 
centeii  of  the  room 

A _ J _  H  ITj 

The  new  libra 
were  used  for  a  f 
the  Grafton  Bra 
Yorktown  Post  O 
was  moved  acros 
in  the  building  foi 
pied  by  a  drug  st 

“It  certainly  w 
convenient  than  t 
cation  ”  Mrs.  D 
“We  anticipate  a  i 
er  use. 

“We  may  not  h 
books  to  meet  the 


By  ROBERT  GRAVES  been  “too  successful”  at  its  Since  the  move  from  the 
lailv  Press  Staff  Reporter  new  location  and  work  threat-  old,  frame  structure  at  Route 
Y'ORKTOWN  —  The  York  ens  to  outdistance  the  efforts  17,  near  Dare  Road,  to  the 
unty  Public  Library  has  of  volunteers.  new  quarters  in  the  Grafton 


Robin  Slack  of  Yorktown  is  one  of  th^  many  patrons  of  the  York  library.  Here 
«  she  browses  tihrouSh  a  book.  _ _ _ 
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library  Friends 
Unit  Proposed 

in  lork  County 

yorktown 


shelves.  There  are  another  1,- 
000  or  more  books  in  boxes 
and  on  tables. 

“Many  of  these  will  be  dis¬ 
carded  as  unusable,”  she  said. 

“We  just  don’t  have  the 
time  to  repair  the  books.  It  is 
either  put  them  in  the  cornei 
or  give  them  to  another  orga¬ 
nization.  A  number  of  the 
books  being  used  in  the  York 
iibrary  are  actuaily  discards 
from  other  libraries,  although 
they  serve  a  useful  purpose  ir 
getting  the  local  library  on  its 
feet. 

The  new  quarters  provkk 
about  1.500  square  feet. 

“We  need  money,  furniture 
volunteers,  as  well  as  nev 
and  old  books,”  Mrs.  Dudle; 
said. 

“There  is  a  special  need  fo; 
donation  of  best  sellers.” 

The  York  County  Hoim 
Demonstration  Clubs  have  dc 
nated  a  brand  new  card  fih 
for  cataloguing  the  books 
recently  presented  by  Mrs 
William  C.  Nettles,  York  vie 
president. 

A  grand  opening  for  tb 
new  facility  is  being  consic 
ered  for  October  in  coi 
junction  with  the  Fall  Festive 
at  the  shopping  center. 


the  with  the  same  month  the  pre- 
nan  vious  year.” 

Irs:  She  said  the  problems  are 

n.  multiplying  now  with  the  big- 
bed  gest  need  a  second  in  corn¬ 
er-  mand  who  could  devote  con¬ 
siderable  time  to  the  job. 
the  While  the  library  has^  a 

of  number  of  volunteers,  the 
she  pool  appears  to  be  drying  up. 

“Many  organizations  and 
but  projects  under  way  today  are 
an  taking  the  volunteers,”  she 
are  said. 

rncs  “The  volunteers  we  have 

item  are  giving  many  hours  of 
work  and  have  been  faithful 
nted  and  hard  working.” 
cere  Mrs.  Dudley  said  tentative 

ouid  plans  are  being  considered  for 
a  fund-raising  book  fair  at  the 
hmg  library. 

paid  “It  is  hard  to  get  public 
a  su-  funds,”  she  said.  “The  tax- 
she  payers  are  getting  to  the  point 
where  the  funds  are  slowing 
are  up.” 

ven’t  Mrs.  Dudley  said  she  has 

are  been  hoping  to  establish  a 
program  to  enable  civic  or- 
msn-  ganizaticns  and  individuals  to 
’  she  provide  for  an  annual  dona¬ 
tion  to  support  the  library, 
after  There  are  now  4,500  books 
)n  of  in  the  library,  processed  and 
mison  displayed  on  newly  installed 


A  meeting 
f  citizens  interested  in  im- 
iroving  the  £ork  County  Li- 
irary^will  be  held  a  p.ihi  Feb. 
5  at  ithe.  library  in  Grafton 
Shopping  Center.  & 

Leading  the  discussion  and- 
ierving  as  a  -resource  ^person 
will  be  Michael:  GPipldn, 
Hampton'  librarian.:*.- 
Citizens  are  being  ^requested 
to  attend  the  session  and  help 
organize  a;  York  County 
Friends  of  the  Library .  chap¬ 
ter.  '  -v* 

Mrs'  Beverly  Dudley,  York 
librarian,  noted  this  effort  will 
be  part  of  a  Peninsula  wide 
movement  to  improve  library 
facilities  in  the  region. 

Chapters  in  various ;  local¬ 
ities  will  join  in -a.  Peninsula 
friends  unit,  it  is  hoped. 

Mrs.  Dudley  said  letters  are 
being  mailed  to  some  citizens 
known  to  be  interested,  but 
the  general  public  is  also  ex¬ 
pected  to  respond.  / 


FIpaNCIAL  6T:.T£i  jal.T 


Income 


Fiscal  Year  unding 
June  1971  June  1972 


County  of  York 
income  from  monetary  gifts 
miscellaneous  (such  as  fines,  etc.) 
Available  balance  of  local  funds 
from  1971 

Total  Local  income 


4 3  , 500.00 
530.34 
_ 83.72 


44, 114 • 0b 


expenditures 


Books  (Include  zerox  reprints  of  old 

periodicals,  services  which  will 
cumulate  in  bound  volumes. 


(Separate  cataloging  costs.) 

390.59 

honprofession&l  staff 

1,500.00 

lent  (disbursed  as  cash  item) 

1,500.00 

Library  (bookstacks,  catalog  cases, 
typewriters,  etc.) 

200.00 

Cataloging  and  processing  service 
Equipment  rental  and  services 

19-00 

supplies 

91.72 

utilities 

363.05 

Tot&l  expenditures 

u 4 ,064. 3o 

recapitulation 


Tot&l  operating  income 
Tot&l  operating  expenditures 
Balance  at  end  of  fiscal  year 
Reverted  to  appropriating  authority 
Available  for  next  fiscal  year 


4,114.0b 

4,064.3b 

49.70 


46,250.00 

1,399.34 

234.71 

_ 35-24 

47,919.39 


1,140.32 

1,650.00 

3,000.00 

75.00 

30.50 


238.68 
538.22 
b72 . 92 


7,919.39 
b, 672.92 
1,240.47 
866.40 
376.07 


STATISTICAL  RBPOrT 


Total  number  hours  per  week  14 

Lumber  of  registered  borrowers  492 

Lumber  films  borrowed:  State  library  0 

Circulation  of  Books  for  entire  System 

Adult  nonfiction  (include  pamphlets, 


maps,  periodicals  and  newspapers)  b54 

Adult  Fiction  2,763 

Juvenile  2 ,707 

Grand  Total  b,124 


20 

2,209 

12 


1,864 

5,5o4 

7,123 

14,561 
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By  ROBERT  GRAVES  books,  as  well  as  volunteer 
Staff  Reporter  '  help  from  citizens  of  the  com- 

YORKTOWN  —  .The  York  munity  who  man  the  checkout 
Public  Library  gained  six  counter  aDd  other  sections  of 
double  sections  of  sheU\B>  the  facility, 
from  donations  of  several  civic\  The  clubs  donated  several 
clubs  in  the  community,  in,-  hundred  dollars  each  and  the 
eluding  the  York  Lions  and  the  i  county  chipped  in  the 
,;Grace  Episcopal  Church:f  remaining  amount  of  money 
Parish  Boojc  and  Gift  Shop.  for  the  shelves.  \ 

The  library  survives  through  The  York  Jaycees  some 
donations  of  shelving  and  >tinie  ago  donated  about  $350 


,.V  ' 

:  ,f*  /  •• 

for  a  library  bulletin  board 
which  is  still  under  construc- 
■  tion. 

The  new  shelving  provides 
the  library  with  216  feet  of  ad¬ 
ditional  space  for  books. 

“We  had  run  out  of  shelf 
ppace,”  commented  Mrs. 
Beverly'  Dudley,  county 
librarian. 

“We  had  new  books  stored 
in  the  back  of  the  building  that 


couldn’t  be  displayed  because 
of  lack  of  space,”  she  said. 

“It -got  to  the  point  that  we 
were  stacking  books  on  top  of 
books  and  other  things. 

“The  library  now  has  about 
7,000  volumes.  We  are  con¬ 
stantly  improving  the  quality 
of  the  reading  material.  We 
replace  old  books  with  newer 
additiona  when  they ■/.  are 
donated.” 


Donations  of  books  play  a 
big  part  in  growth  of  the 
library  selection. 

“When  we  first  opened, 
everything  we  got  was  placed 
on  the  shelves,  because  we 
didn’t  have  many  books,” 
Mrs.  Dudley  said. 

“But  the  quality  is  now  im¬ 
proving.” 

The  York  Library,  located  in 
Rich’s  Shopping  Center  at 


Grafton,  reached  a  record  cir¬ 
culation  figure  of  2,200  books 
during  March. 

This  is  significant  because 
usually  it  isn’t  until  July  that 
the  facility  approaches  such 
heavy  use. 

The  library  is  now  open 
every  Monday  through  Satur¬ 
day  from  10  to  12  ndon  and 
Monday  through  Friday  from' 
7  to  9  p.m. 

Paperback  books  are  in 
great  demand,  commented 
Mrs.  Dudley. 

They  are  given  to  people 
who  donate  small  change  to 
the  library  and  Mrs.  Dudley 
feels  that  many  more  paper¬ 
backs  can  be  moved  if  the 
library  just  had  them. 

Usually  the  library  grows 
about  100  books  a  month. 

(  “Tentative  plans  are  to 
again  hold  a  summer  reading 
program  at  the  library,”  Mrs. 
Dudley  said.  The  program, 
which  will  include  the  showing 
of  films,  will  be  for  elemen¬ 
tary  age  children. 

“We  plan  to  run  it  from  six 
to  eight  weeks,”  she  said. 
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STARTED  ‘SHOESTRING’ 

York’s  Public  Library 
Notes  Gradation  Rise 


By  KATHARINE  KINNIER 
Staff  Reporter 

YORKTOWN  —  The  York  Public  Library  began  as  a 
“shoestring”  operation,  under  the  aegis  of  the  York  County 
Volunteer  Association. 

Over  the  five  year  period  since  its  opening,  the  library 
has  been  nurtured  by  diverse  interested  individuals  and 
organizations. 

Mrs.  Bev  Dudley  has  served  as  a  continuing  volunteer 
worker  throughout  the  library's  brief  history.  She  and  Mrs. 
Nancy  Deskins  formed  the  original  two-member  volunteer 
staff,  when  the  library  opened  its  doors  in  the  fall  of  1968. 

“We  complemented  one  another,”  according  to  Mrs. 
Dudley.  “Mrs.  Deskins  had  a  Library  of  Science  degree,” 
she  said,  “and  I  had  had  practical  library  experience.  I 
Lad  worked  in  a  library  all  through  high  school  and  college,” 
he  continued.  The  Abilene,  Kans.,  native  came  to  this  area 
when  nor  husband,  Lt.  Col.  (retired)  George  F.  Dudley,  ser¬ 
ved  the  first  of  three  tours  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Mrs.  Deskins  and  Mrs.  Dudley  first  ran  the  library  in  a 
residential  dwelling  off  Route  17.  When  the  lease  ran  out  a 
couple  of  years  later,  she  said,  “a  small  delegation  went  to 
York  County’s  Board  of  Supervisors  to  try  to  find  a  place  to 
house  the  library’s  book  collection.”  That  group  agreed  to  ab¬ 
sorb  rent  and  utility  expenses  for  the  move  to  Grafton  Shop¬ 
ping  Center.  Mrs.  Dudley  also  was  given  a  nominal  salary. 

She  now  is  assisted  with  cataloguing  by  Mrs.  Clare  Stif- 
ft. 

The  library’s  operating  costs  always  have  been  pared 
to  a  minimum  by  the  ingenious  efforts  of  concerned  volun¬ 
teers  who  carried  out  the  entire  move  to  the  shopping  cen¬ 
ter. 

Bricks  are  used  as  bookend  on  the  shelves.  Inexpensive 
crepe  paper  strips  have  been  attractively  fashioned  by  Mrs. 
Diane  Guy  into  displays  of  art  by  traditional  and  modern 
artists. 

Library  growth  was  coincidental  with  the  move  to  the 
new  area,  according  to  Mrs.  Dudley.  During  the  first  year, 
the  library  circulated  5,000  books.  A  total  of  22,000  volumes  , 
has  been  circulated  this  year,  she  said. 

The  library  presently  houses  6,100  books  and  1,000 
paperbacks  ranged  on  shelves  which  line  the  walls.  A 
double  shelf  at  the  front  serves  as  a  divider  between  the 
circulating  area,  and  a  browse  and  study  area  at  the  back. 
The  tetter  area  was  accomplished  through  efforts  of  one  of 
the  county’s  Home  Extension  Clubs.  The  comfortable,  over¬ 
stuffed  chairs  and  a  table  donated  by  the  Navy,  were  com¬ 
pletely  refinished,  painted  and  reupholstered  in  the 
library’s  color  scheme  of  orange  and  yellow.  Extension 
clubs  furnished  a  card  catalogue,  and  support  the  library 


regularly  with  yearly  book  donations  which  Mrs.  Dudley 
chooses. 

All  of  the  original  shelving  was  contributed  by  Cain 
Iron  Works. 

“For  awhile,”  Mrs.  Dudley  said,  “book  additions 
were  almost  wholly  through  donations  by  clubs  and 
organizations.  Contributors  include  the  Lions  Club.  Junior' 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Yorktown  and  Marlbank 
Wom'aifs  Clubs.  The  York  County  Volunteer  Association  ) 
continues  to  contr  '_  ‘ "  '5  each  month,  and  the  supervisors 
have  periodically  Uy,  >ir  support. 

Unsolicited  help  lte.,  .,ien  given  by  Yorktown’s  Grace 
Episcopal  Church  Parish  Book  and  Gift  Shop.  All  profits  for 
the  past  two  years  have  been  donated  to  the  library  by  this 
group. 

Not  many  books  have  been  given  as  memorials,  she 
said. 

Forty-three  adult  volunteers  now  carry  on  library 
operations  during  the  hours  it  is  open  —  10  to  12  noon  and  7 
to  9  p  m,  daily,  and  1$  to  T2  on  Saturdays.  Some  volunteers 
come  in  once  a  month  for  two  hours,  she  said,  while  others 
work  at  two-hour  shift  each  week. 

Student  volunteers  assist  during  the  summer,  she  said. 

Mrs.  Dudley  called  attention  to  cooperation  by  area 
libraries.  "I  check  with  other  libraries  constantly,”  she 
said,  and  Hampton’s  Charles  Taylor  Memorial  Library 
loans  her  expensive  reference  volumes  from  which  she 
chooses  book  additions. 

The  Virginia  State  Library  has  been  responsible  for 
certain  areas  of  the  library’s  development,  she  said.  A 
representative  visits  York  Library  at  intervals  to  “weed 
the  shelves,”  and  offer  suggestions  on  how  operations 
might  be  improved.  When  in  doubt  about  anything,  she  is 
encouraged  to  call  them  direct  via  a  “hot  line”  which  has 
been  installed.  Mrs.  Dudley’s  “very  late  night  work”  is 
done  at  home,  when  she  does  additionalbook  processing  and 
new  book  selections. 

In  addition  to  fiction  and  non-fiction  books,  the  library 
contains  encyclopedia  sets  and  many  specialized  reference 
volumes.  “Students  started  using  us  last  year,”  she  said. 

There  is  a  representation  of  books  for  every  age  group, 
Mrs.  Dudley  said,  and  “we’re  beefing  up  the  children’s  sec¬ 
tion.  Circulation  has  increased  everybody-wise.” 

Ways  to  better  serve  a  larger  area  of  the  public  are 
studied  constantly,  Mrs.  Dudley  noted.  Employment  of 
bookmobiles  and' regionalization  are  under  discussion,  she 
said. 

A  poster  behind  the  circulation  desk  reminds  visitors 
how  they  may  help  the  library’s  cause,  lt  reads:  “We  sure 
need  money,  furniture,  more  volunteer  help,  old  and  new 
books.” 


77  Youngsters  Enjoying 
Reading  Program  In  York 


YORKTOWN  —  As  many  as  77  young¬ 
sters  have  been  enjoying  the  summer 
reading  program  now  under  way  at  the 
York  County  Public  Library  at  the  Graf¬ 
ton  Shopping  Center. 

The  program  is  considered  highly  suc¬ 
cessful,  having  grown  from  an  enrollment 
of  23  children  at  the  start  of  last  summer 
to  the  current  large  participation. 

Five  adult  workers  have  been  helping 
to  put  on  the  reading  project  and  the 
number  of  children  involved  varies  each 
week. 

A  paper  tree  has  been  planted  in  the 
library  and  each  time  a  child  finishes 
reading  a  book  a  paper  leaf  is  added  with 
the  name  of  the  child  and  the  book,  said 
Mrs.  Nelson  Harris,  who  heads  up  the 
summer  program. 

Three  colors  are  used  to  differentiate 
the  age  groups,  with  yellow  leaves  for 
pre-schoolers  through  the  first  grade, 


green  for  second  and  third  grades  and 
orange  for  children  in  the  fourth  and  fifth 
grades. 

There  is  also  a  cutout  of  a  giraffe  and 
when  a  child  has  read  five  books,  a  spot 
is  placed  on  the  giraffe  with  his  name  on 
it. 

In  addition,  a  daily  record  is  kept  of 
the  books  each  child  has  read. 

The  eight-week  program  will  climax 
Aug.  15  with  a  reception  for  the  children. 
Those  having  read  25  books  will  be  awar¬ 
ded  reading  certificates.  Awards  and  rib¬ 
bons  will  be  given  those  who  attended  the 
movie  portion  of  the  program. 

Mrs.  Harris  said  members  of  the  Lady 
Lions  of  York  County  help  each  week 
with  the  showing  of  a  film.  They  include 
Mrs.  Sidney  Barrett,  Mrs.  Diane  Guy, 
Mrs.  Leonard  Harris,  Mrs.  Shirley 
Kessler,  Mrs.  Virginia  McDaniel  and  Mrs. 
John  Rovegno. 


Youngsters  are  engrossed  with  reading  during  York  Library’s  summer 
program  held  on  Wednesday  mornings. 
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LIBRARY  NEEDS  YONEY 

The  Library’s  need  for  money  is 
not  news ,  by  any  means ,  but  there 
is  an  urgent  need  at  this  time.  As 
most  York  residents  know,  the  York 
Library  was  initiated  entirely  by 
volunteer  effort,  and  has  grown  and 
progressed  during  its  five  years  of 
existence  by  means  of  volunteer 
staffing  and  donations  from  county 
organizations  and  individuals.  As 
the  number  of  books  has  increased, 
so  has  the  number  of  patrons,  so 
that  the  need  for  more  books  grows 
ever  greater.  Donations  of  used 
books  are  always  welcome,  but  to 
keep  up  with  current  publications, 
which  are  most  in  demand,  requires 
money. 

York  County  has  increased  its 
financial  support  of  the  Library 
this  year,  but  due  to  an  unfortun¬ 
ate  misunderstanding  concerning  the 
funds  budgeted  for  purchasing  new 
books,  and  some  resultant  poor 
planning,  we  find  that  we  are  vir¬ 
tually  out  of  funds  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  this  fiscal  year. 

New  and  soon-to-be-published 
books  include  works  by  a  number  of 
popular  writers.  Without  addition¬ 
al  funds,  the  Library  will  not  be 
able  to  add  these  to  its  collection 
for  many  months . 

Please  suggest  to  your  clubs  and 
associations  that  a  donation  at 
this  time  to  their  local  library 
would  fill  a  worthwhile  need. 


QUESTIONNAIRE 

A  questionnaire  concerning  books 
and  library  hours  is  attached  to 
this  newsletter.  Please  fill  it 
out  (one  to  a  family),  to  help  the 
library  staff  with  planning. 

If  you  have  friends  or  neigh¬ 
bors  who  seldom  visit  the  Library, 
take  them  a  copy  of  the  Newsletter 
and  Questionnaire. 


A  MONTHLY  NEWSLETTER 

This  first  issue  of  a  propesed 
monthly  Library  Newsletter  is  an 
experimental  one.  Your  comments 
and  suggestions  are  requested. 

What  items  would  you  like  to  see 
printed?  Would  a  list  of  books 
new  in  the  Library  be  of  interest? 
Book  reviews?  Please  leave  any 
suggestions  or  comments  at  the 
desk. 


TALKING  BOOKS 

The  Library  now  has  on  hand  a 
number  of  recorded  "talking  books" 
for  the  visually  handicapped. 

They  may  be  checked  out  for  anyone 
who  has  been  certified  legally 
blind.  For  more  information  on 
this  program,  come  in  or  call  the 
Library.  The  phone  number  is 
898-7671. 


RECENT  DONATIONS 

Recent  donations  received  most 
ratefully  by  the  Library  include 
20  from  Xi  Alpha  Phi,  $50  from 
the  York town  Woman’s  Club,  and  a 
regular  donation  of  $25  from  the 
York  County  Volunteer  Association. 

YCVA  members  were  the  "founding 
fathers"  of  the  Library,  and  their 
continued  support,  which  includes 
a  monthly  donation  of  $25,  has 
been  invaluable. 

The  Yorktown  Woman’s  Club  has 
been  a  generous  donor  of  both  time 
and  money  since  the  Library  was 
established. 


READ  ANY  GOOD  BOOKS  LATELY? 

If  you  have  especially  enjoyed 
a  new  book  from  the  Library,  let 
us  know,  so  we  can  share  your  com¬ 
ments  with  others. 


YORE  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

HELP  YOUR  LIBRARY  SERVE  YOU  BETTER 


t  /  '  r 


1.  Do  you  or  other  members  of  your  family  use  the  York  County  Library 

occasionally  / ^  frequently  never  _ 

2.  Are  the  present  library  hours  of  10-12  AN  and  7-9  PM  convenient  for 

you  and  your  family?  Yes  ^  5  No 


3.  If  not,  what  other  hours  would  be  more  convenient? 

CT',^2->  ^  >  7  ~  *  /  ?  **  ‘yeJf.  -  ■*-/ 

Hours  * <  .  c  L)  ,  'C _  Days  -  / 

4.  What  kinds  of  books  do  you  and  your  family  read  most?  (Check  as 

many  as  you  wish. ) 

fiction  Prefer:  mysteries  3  3  romance  a/  suspense  _f_ 

historical  novels  7 /  science  fiction  / / 

Non-fiction  no  Prefer:  history  1  ?  biography-2 s-  science  '  3 


fr  i cr/  l/)^,  oxx,  o  n 


handicrafts  "z-  n.  technical _ other 


,  Socui/o 


5.  The  Library's  book-buying  funds  are  limited.  For  what  types  of  new  pre-Sc^V 

hnnlrs?  wrm'M  vnn  nr>pfpr>  f-.ViPRP  funrlR  hp  snpnf.?  5c./ -e> 


books  would  you  prefer  these  funds  be  spent? 
Books  selected  on  the  basis  of  : 

a)  popularity  ((current  best-sellers)  ' 


yr(cjt)  rxoj 
v  > — ->  err  (C^S 
A*  -F-e-ei 


b)  merit  (recommended  for  literary  or  intellectual  value)  ^ 

c)  informative  or  educational  value  (e.g.,  discussion  of 

curent  problems,  how-to-do-it  books,  etc.)  f  ^ 

6.  Do  you  have  any  requests  or  recommendations  for  the  Library — for 

instance,  books  by  a  certain  author,  particular  books,  or 

a  subject  area^  ^_^  Fc*-u_l (ck<_v(  RcjI^^  Prco^c is  Hi K=,v>. c.c c-R.  ^c<cl S( 

AuthOr(  S  )  y'loVvton,  R-^nh.  Vu..Uto-w.5,  f  SfowA  L2>PY^--CvirJ  <*- 

Book(s)  r  ^ 

B  <  cp^s-j^-j  ,  ^wpviu.v-5  (  <fcc-  1  Ivu-  Lt 

Subject(s)  /keng)  .eva-r;.,  «r<^  Fid  claries 

f^cVmic*^  ^tewce  ,  ^ ■<? j, 

7.  Any  other  suggestions?  ) 

We//  dtp*  i 


VjJ 


m  -j  ^ 

I  >^4 

to  >4  -^9^ 

N  ry 

3 
CO 


r 


c  e 


/ 


Find  U 

/Cc  V  t ^  j.  4^-y 

ft-fi  •  V  ^  ^  4UCX)  ^ 

~>ci  CLt  <  td  ,  /  1  / 

/).  ,  ■  ,  /  -3/y^eTi  , 

•Pl'ea^e  retuVn  ‘this  cues ty^inaire  to  the  Library  as  sooh  as  possible. 

If  you  ish,  you  may  place  1/c  in  the  pocket  of  a  book  you  are  returning, 
or  in  an  envelope,  and  drop  it  in  the  book-drop  box.  Thank  you  for  your/ 

helpV.«  (/•/  W. 


/ 


/ 


<V 

'iork  Public  Library 


(  /  !/ 


•  i 
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* 

,  <? 


Grafton,  Va. 


June,  1974 


SUHEEH  3 'GAGING  PROGRAM! 

The  annual  summeh  reading  program 
for  children  aged  4  to  10  will  begin 
at  the  Library  on  June  19.  A  weekly 
film,  and  story  hour  will  be  offered 
sac''’  Wednesday  moaning,  from  10:30 
•:°  11:45,  for  nine  weeks.  Regis tra- 
oion  for  the  reading  program  will  be¬ 
gin  at  10  AN  on  June  19. 

Mrs.  kelson  Harris  is  chairwoman 
of  the  reading  club.  She  and  her 
baff  will  be  at  the  library  each 
Wednesday  to  hear  the  reports  of  the 
jo ok  club  members.  The  theme  of  the 
club  this  year  is  the  "Bookworm." 

As  books  are  read,  segments  will  be 
added  to  make  "Nr.  Bookworm"  grow. 

^ liras  have  been  ordered  from  the 
Hi r/inia  State  Library,  and  will  be 
=*howr  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Lady  Lions,  with  Mrs.  LaVerne 
Heath  in  charge. 

Parents  of  children  under  six  are 
reminded  that  they  must  be  responsi¬ 
ble,  as  tne  library  staff  cannot  be 
expected  to  babysit.  Children  left 
at  the  librarv  must  be  picked  up 
prompt  1  'r  at  11:45. 


RECENT  DONATIONS 

The  library  has  recently  re¬ 
ceived  donations  of  )100  from  the 
dork  Lions  Club;  2 5  from  the  York 
..adv  Lions;  .  >25  from  the  York  Ki- 
wanis,  and  )25  from  the  YCVA. 

These  generous  contributions  were 
esoeciallv  welcome  at  this  time, 
making  possible  the  purchase  of  a 
large  number  of  new  children's  books 
in  time  for  the  reading  program. 

wew  gift  books  include  Four  Re¬ 
forms  .  by  William  Buckley,  given  by 
the  Heritage  Republican  Women's 
;lub ;  and  Yorktown--5ef lections  of 
;he  Past,  by  iv[e!vilTe  Bryant,  Jr., 
a  local  author- photographer,  from 
,he  Parish  Book  and  Gift  Shop  of 
Grace  Chur oh. 


NEW  BOOKS  AT  THE  LIBRARY 
Fiction — some  best  sellers 

Adams,  Water ship  Down 
Benchley,  Jaws ;  Anderson,  Penelope 
Brunner,  The  Stone  that  Never 
Came  Down  I  science  fiction) 
Carson,  Jellybean;  Fischer,  Evil 
Day;  Jenkins,  Cleft  of  Stars 
Dominic,  Epitaph  'for  a  Lobbyist 
Eliot,  The  Dark  Beneath  the  Pines 
Howatch.  April's  Grave,  and  Cashel- 
mara;  Merle,  Halevi 1 
Howard,  Invitation  to  Paradise 
Kiefer,  The  Lingala  Code 
O'Brien,  xieport  from  Group  17r 
Olsen,  Mission  to  the  West 
Plageman,  The  Boxwood  Maze 
Pronzini,  Snowbound;  Seifert,  The 
PoctorTs  Daughter 
Rushing,  Tamzen^  Stubbs,  The  Case 
of  Kitty  6gllvie 
Sterne,  You  Don't  Need  an  Enemy 
Thomsen,'  Carriage  Trade 
Wallace,  The  Fan  Club;  Yerb.y,  The 
Dahomean,  and  Voyage  Unplanned 

Non-fiction — a  great  variety 

Best  Plays  of  the  Sixties 
Arithmetic  for  Human  Beings 
The  Origins  of  Western  Art 
Goodbye  to  Bedlam:  Understanding 
Mental  Illness  and  Retardation 
You  Can  Profit  from  a  Monetary 
Crisis;  The  Fearful  Void 
The  Anatomy  of  Human  Destructiye- 
,  ness .  by  Erich  Fromm 
How  to  Get  More  Out  of  Sex._by 

Dr.  Reuben;  Your  Child  and  Sex 
The  American  People;  Findings  of 
the  1970  Census 

Pennywise  Boutique;&  The,  Joy  of 
Sewing 

Fishing.  An  Encyclopedic  Guide_ 
Walls  Come  Tumbling  Down,  Brooks 
A  Squirrel  Forever7  by  Fairbairn 
Pilgrim  at  Tinker  Creek,  by  Annie 
Dillard;  anil  "Country  Chronicle, 
by  Gladys  Taber. 


Also  many  new  children's  books! 


Bookworm 
Theme  At 
York  Library 

YORKTOWN  —  Bookworm  is  the  theme 
of  the  summer  reading,  program  offered 
by  the  York  County  Public  Library  in  the 
Grafton  Shopping  Center. 

Children  4-12  may  participate  in  the 
book  club  and  film  program. 

The  program  will  ,be  offered  each  Wed¬ 
nesday  morning  10:30—11:45  from  June 
19  through  Aug.  14. 

Children  must  register  before  they  are 
eligible  for  the  Bookworm  Club,  and 
registration  will  begin  10  a.m.  June  19. 

Suitable  films  have  been  ordered  from 
the  Virginia  Library  and  will  he  shewn 
through  the  courtesy  of  York  Lady  Lion?. 
Mrs.  LaVerne  Heath  and  her  staff  will  be 
at  the  library  each  Wednesday. 

Mrs.  Nelson  Harris  is  club  chairwoman 
this  year.  She  and  her  staff  will  be  at  the 
library  each  Wednesday  to  hear  the 
reports  of  the  bookclub  members.  Cer¬ 
tificates  will  be  awarded  to  each  child 
completing  the  club  program. 

It  will  be  possible  to  enroll  non-readers 
if  parents  can  be  present  to  assist  Mrs. 

Harris. 

For  parents  of  children  under  six  years, 
it’s  important  for  parents  to  remember 
that  the  library  staff  can't  babysit  for 
young  children.  Parents  arc  responsible 
for  their  children.  Farents  leaving 
children  must  be  ready  to  pick  them  up 
at  11 :45  promptly. 

Much  of  The,  York  library  staff  is  volun¬ 
teer  and  will  be  spending  much  time  each 
Wednesday  putting  children’s  books  back 
on  the  shelves  for  check-out. 

Persons  with  additional  questions  may 
call  the  library  at  898-7671. 


\ _  _  _ _  < 


M  1  '  -V'  *  >  ,  >V 
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)jge  Dudley,  accepts  card  file  from  Mrs,  Wffifora  C. 
|  of  the  York  Home  Demonstration  Clubs:*' 


York  librarian,  Mrs.  G< 
""  I  -  i  Nettles,  a  g 


CIX  YEARS- -A  PROGIUJC  REPORT 


Just  six  years  ago,  on  Saptembar  7 ,  1QCJ,  the  York  Pub] h  c  Library  was 
formally  opened.  A  result  of  great  community  effort,  sponsored  by  the  York 
County  Volunteer  Association,  the  library  began  operation  in  an  old  rented 
house  on  Rt.  17  at  Grafton.  Books,  shelving,  and  furniture  were  donated, 
and  many  individuals  and  groups  contributed  their  time  and  effort  to  collect, 
catalog,  and  refurbish.  Mrs.  Nancy  Deckins  was  in  charge  of  the  Library, 
with  an  al.l-voiunteer  staff. 

linen  the  original  lease  on  the  building  ran  out  and  funds  were  insufficient 
to  continue,  the  York  County  Board  of  Supervisors  was  asked  to  assume  hous'ng 
of  the  collection.  They  agreed,  and  leased  the  same  house  for  another  year. 
That  location  proved  a  serious  handicap,  however,  and  in  July,  19/1,  the 
library  was  moved  to  its  present  location  in  Grafton  Shopping  Center,  with 
the  County  increasing  its  financial  support  to  cover  the  additional  expense. 

The  accessibility  of  the  new  location  brought  an  immediate  increase  'n 
library  patronage  and  interest,  and  since  that  time  the  membership  and  cir¬ 
culation  have  multiplied,  and  the  book  collection  has  been  greatly  Improved. 

A  comparison  of  statistics  from  annual  fiscal  reports  will  show  the 
progress  made  in  the  last  few  years; 


1971 

1972 

1973 

1974 

Membership  (Registered  readers) 

492 

2,205 

3,504 

4,50] 

Circulation  (Monthly  average) 

510 

1,215 

1,038 

2,413* 

Collection  (Mo.  of  Books) 

4,424 

5,373 

6,422 

n  n  i.*. 
#  jUU/1 

il'.u.rc  per  week 

14 

20 

29 

27 

Income 

York  County 

$3,500 

$5,250 

$6,530 

$13  ,  C.11 

Dona  tiouc 

530 

1,400 

1,922 

1,  740 

Finer: 

C4 

235 

7.34 

330 

*  In  the  month  of  July,  1974,  4,463 

books  were 

loaned , 

setting  a 

new 

circulation  record. 

In  the  two  months  since  this  fiscal  report,  our  collection  has  passed 
the  C,r)00  mark.  This  does  not  include  the  several  thousand  paperbacks 
shelved,  but  not  cataloged. 


Crpsni zation  Last  year  a  special  committee  of  the  Peninsula  Regional  Plan¬ 
ning  Commission  made  a  study  of  the  feasibility  of  a  regionalized  library 
system  for  the  whole  Peninsula.  This  plan  was  rejected  by  the  larger  city 
libraries.  York  County  Library  is,  therefore,  still  independent  and  without 
any  formal  organization.  The  establishment  of  a  library  board  has  been 
free  neatly  suggested,  and  most  certainly  is  the  next  step  to  be  taken  to 
ensure  further  progress  of  the  library. 

Cta If  In  1970  Mrs.  Beverly  Dudley  replaced  Mrs.  Deskins  as  Acting  Librar'an, 
s  position  she  still  holds.  In  late  1970  the  County  hired  Mrs.  Clare  3t?  fft 
and  Mrs.  Myrtle  Reid  as  her  part-time  assistants.  Volunteers  make  up  the 
rest  of  the  staff,  some  of  them  having  served  since  the  library  opened. 

V'a  now  'nave  3C  adult  volunteers,  each  working  from  two  to  12  regular  ’.-.ours 
each  month. 


Funds  The  County  provides  ail  operating  expenses  for  the  library,  also  a 
.'.'mail  slr'.  for  new  book  purchases.  Other  funds  for  new  books  are  acrvkred 
from  cash  donations,  fines,  and  the  "sale  by  donation"  of  used  books,  wh't.'n 
are  given  to  us  or  weeded  from  our  collection.  The  only  figure  that  lias 
-•■j-cv;n  small  nr  In  cur  annual  report  is  the  amount  received  from  cash  donat  one. 
Heedless  to  say,  book- prices  have  increased  and  our  growing  membership  makes 
o  greater  number  of  purchases  necessary.  More  cash  donations  are 
desperately  needed. 

dr u foment  and  Furnishings  Host  of  our  original  furnishings  were  secondhand,  a 
and  we  are  still  living  with  them.  Several  years  ago  the  York  County  Home 
Dem  Club  presented  the  library  a  find  card  catalog,  and  two  years  ago  we 
were  able  to  buy  some  nueh-needed  new  shelving  with  donated  funds.  How  we 

are  running  out  of  shelf  space  agai.n,  and  more  shelving  is  being  ordered. 

This  time  the  Co  nty  has  budgeted  enough  to  pay  for  the  shelves.  (More 


expensive 


now)  and  for  the  now  book-dro;  box ,  wlr'ch  iias  already  arr'ved. 


In y  other  new  aoui pma.it  will  have  to  trait.  The  tables  are  on  loan  from  the 
Fire  Department,  and  the  wooden  chairs  need  painting  and  repair.  bom.; 


donations  of  money  for  now  ones, 
most  welcome. 


or  labor  for  oaint.ing  the  old  ones  would  he 


nor  ecu ’■pmen’r  really  needed: 

1.  A.  photoco  ?ier — He  have;  requests  for  this  service  constantly. 
‘7.  1.  large,  free- o tancP ng ,  bulletin  board. 

?>.  A  desk,  -.refarsbly  with  a  file  dracar — not  necessarily  new . 

A  legal-sise  file  cabinet  (for  tb.e  pamphlet  file) 


Li 


5.  I  s turd y  typewriter  stand. 

Dooks  Although,  money  for  new  books  is  our  greatest  need,  used  books  are 
welcome  too.  If  we  cannot  use  thorn  in  our  collection,  they  are  placed  on 


or  used-book  table 


and  offered  for  a  small  donation.  These  used-book 


donations  averaged  $55. 30  a  month  last  year,  all  of  which  went  into  new  book 
pur  chases,  ’’a  really  cannot  use  ar.y  badly  damaged  books  or  outdated  or  worn- 
out  textbooks,  so  we  ask  you  to  dispose  of  these  as  we  do — bundle  or  box 
tn.m  and  give  them  to  HOT.  .  .  ui  >0 

frit  Cifth.  ulc  U.VV 

Cum!. ling  Us  The  many  eople  o <s»  wwy  who  have  contributed,  as  individ¬ 
uals  or  members  of  organization? ,  oiiaia— £he-pa«t 

»#*•>  fonf|  good  reason  to  be  pleased  and  proud  of  the  progress  of  the 

York.  Library,  but  there  is  still  much,  to  be  done  before  our  1‘brsry  is 
racily  adequate  for  its  growing  membership  and  the  population  *t  serves . f 
Your  help  is  still  ...eeded,  and  your  suggestions,  ideas,  and  a  few  gcocT 
words  to  your  County  Cuoervisor  on  behalf  of  your  library!  . 

SUPPORT  UBftA/o 

f,uL  il'r-r  f, 


"Bookworm"  Program  a  Success 


/• 


This  summer’s  childran’c  reading  club  was  a  happv  success.  More  than  50  H 
children  'were  enrolled  in  the  nine  wee’.:  program,  and  certificates  were  '  ,f  " 
awarded  to  those  who  read  ”5  books .  Mrs.  Me Is on  Harris  was  in  charge  of  tne 
project,  assist' ;d  by  a  group  of  volunteers.  The  film  hour  on  Hednesday  t'. 

mornings,  conducted  by  the  York  Lady  Lions,  was  well  attended  and  e 'joyed,  •>>;•  t 
v/ifh  a  ".umber  of  atrons  commenting  favorably  on  the  f-'ne  choice  of  films 
shown.  The  number  of  books  checked  out  each  week  by  the  young  readers  helped 
set  new  circulation  records  for  the  library. 


rider- -some  cf  the  reading  club  cords  have  not  been  picked  up.  Ask 


Library  Program  Starts 


York  County  youngsters  at  right 


xv.R.  wuuniy  youngsters  at  right  enjoy  a  sum¬ 
mer  book  worm;  and  film  hour  at"the:r  library  in 
the  Grafton  Shopping  Center.  The  program  is 

R^hS°red  ^  the  Lady  Lions.  Above.  Forrest 
Fisher  explains  operation  of  the  film  projector. 


Junior  Women  Donate  Books 


The  Junior  Woman’s  Club  of  Seaford  has  ter  as  a  club  project.  Mrs.  Sharon  Snyder 
donated  children’s  books  to  the  York  County  shows  the  books  to  group  of  youngsters  at  the 
Public  Library  at  the  Grafton  Shopping  Cen-  library 


-  '  'O  1 V  FMidtfc 


ms ~ 


Mrs.  Martha  Sims  and  Mrs.  Jean  Kirkham  put  up  books  in  new  section  of  York  Library 


York  Library  Re-Opens 


YORKTOWN  -  After  a  ten-day 
closing  for  renovation,  the  York  County 
Public  Library  last  week  re-opened  its 
doors  to  a  larger,  more  attractive 
spacious  facility. 

Additional  construction  has  added 
1100  square  feet  to  the  library,  includ¬ 
ing  new  restrooms  and  increased  work 
area  for  the  staff. 

The  older  section  of  the  library  has 
been  redecorated,  with  freshly  painted 


walls  and  ceiling  and  repaired  floor. 

The  reading  area  boasts  a  large 
new  rug,  donated  by  the  Yorktown 
Woman’s  Club.  Considerable  new 
shelving  has  also  been  added,  and 
there  is  still  room  for  future  shelf  ex¬ 
pansion. 

The  process  of  moving  and  reshelv¬ 
ing  everyone  of  the  10,000  books  in  the 
library  was  a  tremendous  job,  accord¬ 


ing  to  Mrs.  Beverly  Dudley,  librarian. 

The  library  staff  and  volunteers 
were  given  much  needed  assistance  in 
this  task  by  Philip  Donnelly,  president 
of  York  Kiwanis,  and  members  of  the 
Tabb  High  School  Key  Club. 

New  study  chairs  and  a  new  card 
catalog  are  expected  in  a  few  weeks, 
said  Mrs.  Dudley,  and  then  the 
library’s  “new  look”  will  be  complete. 


1  ■  ■  H '  ’  .*  \  *.  j 

Some  of  the  busiest  places  on  the'  i. 5  “TV  brings  people  out,"  says  Ms., 

Peninsula  these  days  are  public  librar-  Rexer.  “For  example,  ‘TheAuto-l 
res.  biography  of  Miss  Jane  Pitman:’  We 

had  many  requests  for  that  book  after' 
the  show  was  aired.,  ‘The  Little  House 
on  the  .Prairie’  brings  both  kids  and 
adults.  Currently  it’s^The  Adams 
Chronicles'."  ,  . 

Movies,,  too,  are  wnWing  appetites 
for  books.  Shark  books  jm  still  high  in 
popularity  in  HamptOl  after  the 
public’s  imagination  was\  stirred  by 
■■‘Jaws.”  ,  .Vi-..  I  ■ 

Interest  is  now  beginning  to  build  in 
“Barry  Lyndon,"  the  period  English 
novel  which  was  turned  into  a  scenery- 
rich  motion  picture.  •  ti-ij:  •:  y. 
During  the  five-year  period  between 


\Many  report  their  book  circulation 
has' doubled,  and  in  some  cases  more 
than  tripled,  over  the  last  five  years. ,, 

Local  readers  are  seeking  out  “how¬ 
to",  and  “fix-it”  books  and,  are  also 
raiding  the  shelves  for  novels  which 
have  been  popularized  by  television  or  t 
movies.  /  .  .  ■. . , 

Librarians  attribute  much  of  the 
increase  to  the  depressed  economy. 

“Who’s  going  to  want  to  hire  a  . 
plumber  to  come  in  and  replace  two  . 
washers  if  they  can  read  in.  a  book  how 
,  to  do  It?”  says  Newport  News  Acting 

Library  Director  Lottie  Driver.  I  vuv  uvvy  vB^  pcwvu  i/cmccui 

She,  says  she’s  witnessing  large  de-  the  summer  of  1969  and  {he  summer  of 

mands  for  books  on  repairing  ap-  1975,  local  library  systems,  reported 

pliances  and  cars,  building  things,  sew-  these  increases  in. book. circulation:  l 

in<y  OnH  *.11  •  A  Mamnni^  XlAnir  on  ...  ...S 


ing  and  gardening  —  all  containing 
i  information  which  can  save  people 
money > 

Williamsburg  librarian- Sue  Rexer 
says  the.  recession  has  caused  an1 ’in¬ 
crease  in  requests  for  books  containing 
consumer  evaluations  of  products  and 
services. 

t  -  V 


w  Newport  News  —  82  per  cent.  „ 

•  Williamsburg  —  206  per  cent. 
•‘‘■I'm  Suffolk  —  5  per  cent. 

•  Hampton  —  51  per  cent. v 

•  York  County  —  685  per  cent. 

j  1  •  Isle  of  Wight  County  —  62  per 
cent. 

The  libraries  have  made  significant  | 


■ -  i  -  I  muut  oi^uuiwam  j 

Reading’s  a  cheap  form  of  entertain-  .  ^increases  in-  their  book  collections  dur- 

»nt  tOO..  lihrarianie  nnint  Alii  VUk  ifU7  this  npritvl  tnn  hut  in  a lm Act  all 


usage.,  - 

In  Williamsburg,  for  example,  local 
spending  for  library  services  quad¬ 
rupled  during. the  five-year  period,  and 
the  city  built  a  new  $1-  million  library 
building.  ,  v* 

The  expenditures,  says  Williams¬ 
burg  Mayor  Vernon  M.  Geddy,  “very 
clearly  demonstrate  a  commitment  by 
the  local  government. ..The  library 
greatly  enhances  the  quality  of  life  in 
the  community." 

V  Library  spending  tripled  in  Newport 
,  News*  during  the  five-year period, 
doubled  in  Suffolk  and  Isle  of  Wight 
County,  -increased  70 'per  cent'  in 
Hampton  and  jumped  from  zero  to 
117,000  in  York  County. 

’i  Thk  Newport  News  increase  came 
4  despite  efforts  by  the  city  manager  to 
cut  back  on  book  funds  in  several 
budgets;  his  1975  cuts  were  protested 
particularly  strongly  by  the  public,  and 
city  council  restored  most  of  the  funds 

the  library  board  had  sought. 

In  many  communities,  the  increase 
in  library  spending  reflects  a  change' in 
philosophy  about  the  role  of  a  library 
Continued  page  10,  col.;  1 


ment  too,,,  librarians  point  out.  With 
movie  tickets  costing  $2  or  $3,. each, 


ing  this  period  too,  but  in  almost1  all 
cases  circulation  increase  far  outstrips 


some  people  would  rather  curl  up  with  ;•  the  increase  in  books  on  hand.  %. 

In  York  County,  for  example,  the 
number  of  books  on  library  shelves 
increased  270  per  cent,  but  the  number 
of  books  checked  out  increased  685  per': 
cent. 

Newport  News  libraries  increased 
their  stock  52  per  cent  but  bad  an  82  per 
cent  increase  in  circulation. 

Underlying  the  growth  in  usage  is  a 
growing  commitment  by  local  govern¬ 
ments  to  financially  support  the  facil- 1 1 
ities.  Increases  in  spending  for  libraries 
are  almost  as  dramatic  as  increases  in 


.a  book  instead. 

Librarians  claim  that  television,  in¬ 
stead  of  diminishing  library  usage,  is 
actually  stimulating  it. 

In  Hampton,  “Shoulder  to  ,  Shoul¬ 
der,"  a  public  television  series  on  the 
women’s  suffrage  movement,  spawned 
considerable  interest  in  women’s  rights 

and  women’s  history  books.  The  library 

also  bought  12  paperbacks  of  “Rich 
Man,  Poor  Man”  in  anticipation  of  the 
demand  when  the  TV  serialization  of 
that  novel  began. 


•  »*'  Continued  Irom  page  I 

“n  a  community,and  who  has  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  paying  for  it. 

'l*i:"Many  library  systems  in  the  area 
were  started  by  public-spirited  groups 
'brcitizens  wpo  donated  some  of  their 
own  books,  raised  fluids  to  buy  more, 
vfelied  on  volunteer  librarians  and  used 
'^abandoned  sheds  or  lodge  halls  to  house 
the  books , 

-  Newport  News,  York  County  and 
^W(Uiamsburg  libraries  started  in  that 
v manner  and  were  later  taken  over  by 
the  local  governments.  v  ; 

The  takeover  parallels  a  trend 
,  --among  municipal  governments  to  pro- 
:<-Vide  more  than  just  essential  services 
JHllce  police  and  fire  protection,  schools 
"’iild  sanitation.  Local'governments  are' 
now  ,  assuming  responsibility  for  im¬ 
proving  the- quality  of  life  for  their 
citizens  and  are  putting  mdney  into 
^b^peationar  programs,  parks  and  li- 
•brarles. 

,  •  Greater  governmental  commitment 
'to  libraries  has  significantly  improved 
*’lHeif 'quality,  many  say. 

“♦'"Alexander  C.  Brown,,  who  helped 
start  Newport  News’  library  before  the 
city  took,  it  over;  says  the  early  facil- 
•"  ities  were  stocked  with  donated  materi¬ 
als.,  But  he  notes,  “Many  of  the  early' 
libraries’  problems  were  they  were  giv¬ 
en.  discarded  books  that  weren’t  any 


Marie  Walter1;  (ripht)  and  Anne  Myers  browse  at  Main  St 


Library. 

yin  the  early  days,  libraries  were 
only  considered  in  the  light  of  lending, 
as  opposed  to  being  archival  de¬ 
positories”  for  local  history  and  re¬ 
search  materials> 

"It’s  only  been  comparatively  re¬ 
cently  that  libraries  have  realized  they 


have  more  to  do  than  just  pass  books 
over  the  counter." 

Miss  Driver  agrees  that  wider  diver¬ 
sity  of  library  materials,  made  possible 
through  increased  funding,  is  what  ac¬ 
counts  for  much  of  the  increase  in 
library  usage. 


It  was  a  catch-as-catch-can  collec 


I v'/ajich 


boom 


In  the  very  best  of  times,  pub-  •  Newport  News 
be  libraries  usually  don’t  get  the  cent, 
financial  support  their  facilities 

and  Service  deserve,:  but  a  slug-  /  •  Williamsburg  ' 

gish  economy  puts  these  vital  in-  .cent. 

:  stitutions’  in  even  sadder  straits;  ‘A-. 

,  >;r*  Suffolk  —  5  per 

.  Librarians"  continue  to  remind 
i}.t  us  that  hard  times  drive  more 
$  -  people  into  libraries  in  search  of 
money-saving  information,  of 
§  /  employment -assistance,  and 
Si  books  .to  fill  the  time  that  might 
p ;  have  been  spent  in  more  ex- 
pensive  leisure.!  The  same  hard 
p  times  drive  municipal  officials  to 
y  -  slash  library  budgets. 

;  The  other  Peninsula  librarians 
Z  told  us  that  book  circulation  has 
doubled  and  in  some  cases  more 
5*-  than  tripled  over  the  past  five 
S  i  years.  Their  conclusions  affirmed 
2  l  the  abota:  that  people  are  calling 
Jj.ifor  books  telling  about  household 
■2  \  repairs  and  maintenance  and  ex= 

2  ,  panding  the  current,  wave  of  con- 
^.sumerism, -a  high '  demand  for 
~  ~  evaluation  of  products  and  ser¬ 
vices.  f 


•  Hampton  — .  51  per  cent 


•  York  County  —  685  per  cent 


How  much  are  libraries  used? 


Use  of  libraries  has  doubled  or 
tripled  in  most  area  communities  in 
the  last  five  years,  and  in  one  county, 
York,  has  increased  almost  nine¬ 
fold. 


Herald  by  librarians,  to  make  a  five- 
year  comparison  possible. 

Each  figure  represents  the 
number  of  books  checked  out  by 
borrowers : 

•  Hampton:  1969-70  —  324,021; 
1974-75  -  488,424. 

•  Williamsburg:  1969-70  — 
39,518;  1974-75  —  121,246. 


•  York  County:  1969-70  —  4,734; 
1974-75  —  37,189. 

•  Suffolk:  1969-70  —  69,638;  1974- 
75  —  73,263. 

•  Newport  News:  1969-70  - 
298,119;  1974-75  —  549,943. 

•  Isle  of  Wight  County:  1969-70  — 
35,144;  1974-75  —  57,035. 


A  five-year  comparison  of 
circulation  figures  from  1969-70  and 
1974-75  weie  supplied  to  the  Times- 


York  Library  Program 


Youngsters  attending  the  York  County 
Public  Library’s  summer  reading  program 
enjoy  a  film  shown  Wednesday  morning  at 
the"  facility  in  Grafton.  From  60  to  70 


children  are  attending  the:  program  which 
continues  through  Aug.  4.  Activities  include 
movies  and  storytelling  while  they  borrow 
■  and  report  on  their  books. 


r:  .'.V -e^,-  -  ; 

i  -  .  .  " 

Libraries  lead  reading  revolution' 

The  Peninsula's  public  libraries  will  sponsor  a- Bicentennial 

Tb7oVea<hng  program  -th“ year  for  ch‘ldren 

“Join  the  Reading  Revolution”  is  the  theme  and  prizes  include 

isss^m himburger  at  McDonawP«  i-w- 

•  $  St 

This  offer  »  good  until  June  30. 

'  i„  fifi?  ?h0  re!d  15  or  more  *»«*«  by  Aug/e  will  be  eliglbe 
to  attend  a  free-showing  of  “J>igbv,  The  Biceest  Do<?  in  ih» 

World"  at '  NewVket  Theater  Ajgt  7  :.In^5dditio!f'  award 

?  certificates  from  McDonald’s  will  be  presented  to  all  children 
I,  v  twho  read  at  least  20  books  •  •  n 

J-rlvtV  ■  •;  •  *.  v  v 

1  IK’  .4 \Z*  ■ 

a&j  — *  - 

!  ‘*V  ‘ 

'  ’ ' 


try  Expands 


Reading  Program 

/.  O’-’-  /':•%  0*  V- ■•>’?  .»-•  ' 

YORKTOWN  —  York  County’s  Pub-  need  n6t  attend  all  meetings  to  partici- 
lic  Library  summer  reading  program  -  pate  in  the  program,  ’r»<'*v  1  '  ' 


will  be  expanded  this  year  to  include 
children  from  pre-school  age  through 
eighth  grade,  according  to’  librarian 
Mrs.  Beverly  Dudley., 

\  -  .  ■  •  •  • 
,  The  program  for  the  pre-schoolers 

through  the  fourth  grade  will  use  the 


“Join  the  Reading  Revolution”  will 
\be  the' theme  for  the  program  for  fifth 
yhrough  eighth  graders.  iv.:.^c’’7‘ 
Although  there  will  be  no  organized 
meetings  for  this  group,  beginning  June: 
14,  any  York  child  who  studied  in  these' 

..  .  „  .  ....  grades  the  past  school  year  can  pick  up 

them e,“The  Monster  Club,”  and  will  be  *n  instruJon  shMt  fr6m  the  Library 

held  each  Wednesday  morning  at  the  and  enroU  in  the  program.  The  program 
library  from  10:30  to  11:30,  wiu  conc,ude  AuPg  **4. 

Children  will  have  the  opportunity  to  Both  programs  will  award 
watch  movies  or  hear  storytellfhg  while,  1  certificates  for  McDonald’s  ham- 
they  borrow  and  report  on  their  books,  burgers,  one  for  each  five  books  Nad,’ 
The  program  is  under  the  direction  and  each  child  is  eligible  to  earn  up  to 
of  Mrs.  Sue  Starnes,  assisted  by  Mrs.  four  hamburger  certificates,  for  read- 


Jamie 
teer  mothers. 


Katzberg  and  a  number  of  volun-  ing  at  least  20  books, 
lothers.  Paprticipating  McDonalds  are  lo- 


The  Lady  Lions  of  York  will  again  c  a  ted  in  the;cities  of  Newport  News, 
show'  movies  for  the  club.  Hampton,  Williamsburg,  Norfolk,  Vir- 

The  first  reading  session  for  the  ginia  Beach,  Chesapeake,  Portsmouth, 
children  will  be  June  16  an«T  the  proj  Suffolk,  Franklin  and  Elizabeth  City, 
gram  will  conclude  Aug.  4.  Children  N.C. 

*  .'kflMttu  ■  •  • 

*--•  n-  .i-y  /  v.  i.  _ x  '-.^2-  i’x<-  *> 
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'York  Public  Library’s 


’’JOIN  THE  READING  REVOLUTION"  PROGRAM 


ELIGIBTLITY--Any  child  who  was  in  4th  through  8th  grade  during 

the  1975-76  school  year  is  eligible.  (You  may  be  asked  for 
proof  of  your  grade  lev/el  if  there  is  a  question.) 

WHEN — The  program  begins  June  14  and  the  final  day  for  reporting 
on  books  is  August  14.  (Only  those  books  borrowed  on  or 
after  June  14  may  be  reported  jan. ) 

WHAT  BOOKS- — One,  two,  or  three  books  may  be  reported  on  at  one 
time.  Only  those  books  borrowed  from  York  Public  Library 
may  be  reported  on.  (This  may  be  expanded  to  include  books 
from  Dare  Elementary  School  Library  if  the  need  arises.  A 
notice  will  be  posted  in  the  library  if  this  happens) 

Cartoon  books  (Peanuts  etc.)  will  not  be  allowed.  In  general. 
"E"  books  (picture  books)  will  not  be  allowed,  but  special 
permission  may  be  given  to  allow  these  books  in  the  case  of 
a  ve7.'y  slow  reader. 

^OW  TO  REPORT — A  supply  of  Book  Report  Cards  will  be  available  at 
all  times  in  the  library.  Please  take  only  as  many  as  you 
will  need  each  time.  You  may  take  them  with  you  when  you 
borrow  yoUr  books  and  fill  them  out  at  home,  or  you  may  fill 
them  out  when  you.  return  the  books. 

Don’t  return  the  books  you  want  to  report  on  until  you  have 
filled  out  your  Book  Report  Cards.  Fill  out  one  card  for  each 
book  (be  sure  to  answer  all  questions.’)  and  then  put  the  card 
in  the  pocket  in  the  back  of  the  book.  Then,  return  the  book 
to  the  book  return  table. 

HOW  TO  GET  MCDONALD  CERTIFICATE — Bock  reports  will  be  counted  and 

verified  over  the  weekend,  so  you  must  wait  until  the  following 
week  to  pick  up  your  certificate  (s) ,  when  you  have  read  and 
reported  on  five  books.  When  you  return  for  your  certificate 
tell  the  librarian  at  the  charge  desk  your  name,  and  that  you 
have  read  five  books.  She  will  check  to  make  sure  everything 
Is  OK,  and  will  probably  ask  you  something  about  one  of  the 
five  books  you  reported  on.  When  you  do  this,  she  will  then 
give  you  a  certificate  that  is  good  at  any  McDonald's  for  one 
regular  hamburger. 


5/ 


HAPPY  READING  and  GOOD  EATING 


Library  Board:  Members  Sought 

J  O 


YORKTOWN  -  The  York  County  to  assist  the  county  administer  1*  □' 
Board  of  Supervisors  is  looking  for  five  preparing  the  proposed  annual'  budgij  H 
county  residents  who  are  skilled  in  ,  for  the  library  and  to  make, recommeu- 
management,  interested'  in  public  li-  dations  for  future  development  of  pul  a-k 
braries,  and  wiilingito  give  a  few  hours  lie  library  services  'within  the  count  y. 
of  their  time  each  month,  to  serving  on  York’s  library  is  located  in  the  Gra  [4 
the  County  Library  Btjard.  ton  (Shopping  Center. 

■According  to  Supervisor  Shirley  F.  V  ,  Staffed  by  four  part-time  employ >s' 
.Cooper^ '‘the  Board  of,  Supervisors  in-  andf  about  .30  active  volunteers,  the 
tends  to  make  the  appointments. at  its  library  is  open  from  10  a.m.  to  1  pjj*l 
regular  ^’meeting  -  Nov.  4,<,if  enough  in-  and, from  7  to  9  p.m. ’Monday  throuj  ;h 
terest  js  shown  to  allow  the  board  a  .Friday,  and  from  10  a  m.  to  12  p.m.  >nl 
good  selection  of  qualified  citizens.”  Saturdays. 

*  It  is1  hoped  that  citizens  from  all  The  library  holds  about  11,000  boo  its 
areas  of"  the  county  will  make  thgm-,  and  other  publications,  covering  a  wi  le 
selves  available  to  sewe  on  the  board,  range  of  interests, 
she  said.  '  Terms  of, library* board  members 

George  Cole,  chairmS^f, the  board,  are  for  four  years,  staggered  at  one 
explained  that  the  librarywoard,  estab-  year  intervals.,!  It  is  anticipated  th  at 
lished  by  the  governing  •  bqdy  on  Sept,  several  ex  officio  members  will  be  ap-  I 
16,  is  responsible  for  managing  the  pointed  to  serve  with  the  fiveccitizpn 
county’s  public  library  and  controlling  members^  ., 

expenditures  from  the  library  fund.  Applications  may  be  obtained  froim 

This -is  a  separate  fund  created  to  the  office  of  the  county  administrator 
hold  the  governing  body’s  appropria-  in  the  courthouse  at  Yorktown. 
tions  for  library  purposes'  as  well  as  Applications  should  be  returned  by 
receipts? from  fines  and  donations.  ;  /.’Oct.  .29,  to.  be  considered^  the  Nov  ,' 4T 
.  ..The  library  board  is  felso  expected  meeling. 


i  *  resolution  approprialinTSa.OOO  for. 
construction  of  a  sanitary  sewer  system 
in  sanitary  district  No.  2.  The  sale  of 
bonds  to  finance  the  system  was  com¬ 
pleted  m  •  Jjrti,  IhMwgh.^ht,  .Walter- 
-Gcan’if' fn  on  the  agenda  is  con¬ 
sideration  of  establishing  a  library  fund 
and  a  library  board  to  bring  the  county 
m  conformance  with  state  law.  •  - 
•  Bain  notes  that  management  of  the 
York  library  does  not  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  state  law  calling  for*  separate 
funds  for  public  libraries  and  a  board 
of  trustees  to  manage  and  control  a  free 
public  library  system. 

The  new  board  would  have  control 
over  the  expenditure  of  al  money 
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Library  may  become  regional  facility  for  Williamsburg  and  James  City  and  York  counties 

mm  I  ■  ■  m  .  1  .-ISsr  3  a*  m  ■  ii  , ,  (■«  v  •  \ 


prehensive  program  for  everyone  in  the  i 
three  localities,”  explains  Mrs.  .Vaz¬ 
quez.  “Regionalization  would  benefit 
everyone."  '4 * 

James  City  County  residents  are 
currently  permitted  to  use  facilities  of 
Williamsburg  Public  Library  without 
charge,  since  the  county’s  board  of 
supervisors  contributes  to  the  cost  of, 
the  library’s  operation.  But  the  cqunty 
has  no  library  of  its  own;  residents  have  and  cassettes  as  of  Dec 
to  travel  to  Williamsburg  to  do  their  include  22,643  adult  and  9, 
browsing!  (  books  and  823  cassettes  -rj 

York  County  has  a  very  small  li-  old  radio.shows  to*languagi 

brary,  located  in  Grafton  Shopping  Cen-  to  popular  and  classical  n 

ter.  Residents  may  join  Williamsburg  ^  — 

Public  Library  for  a  $5  annual  fee  per  f  - 

family.  (York’s  governing  body  does  y 

not  contribute  to  funding  the  Williams- 

burg  facility.)  ''  AllV 

If  the  library  is  regionalized,  one  of 
the  first  moves  would  be  purchase  of  a 

bookmobile,  which  would  get  out  in  the  \  , 

two  counties  and  bring  the  library  to  ID 

residents.  '*  ' 

The  bookmobile  would  also  serve  as 
“a  sort  of  locater,"  says  Mrs.  Vazquez, 
helping  the  counties  determine  in  which  v  v 


By  bill  McLaughlin 

r  j  TlmW-MtraM  Staff  Writer 

It's -one  down  and  two  to  go,  and 
Mrs.  Martha  Vazquez  is  happy. 

Williamsburg  City  Council  has  al¬ 
ready  ^  approved  a  plan  to  regionalize 
Williamsburg  Public  Library  with 
James  City  and  York  counties,  and 
governing  bodies  of  the.  two  counties 
will  be  considering  the  plan  In  the  next 
few  weeks.  ' 

Council’s  move  was  “generous  and 
farsighted,"  says  Mrs.  Vazquez,  direc¬ 
tor  and  head  librarian  of  the  library, 
located  at  51S  Scotland  St.,  a  block  from 
the  Williamsburg  Municipal  Building. 

Regionalization  would  allow  all 
citizens  Of  the  two  counties  to  use  the 
library  without  charge,  provide  funds 
for  a  bookmobile  to  operate  in  the  two 
counties  and,  eventually,  permit 
branches  to  be  built. 

Williamsburg  would  get  funds  for 
mnrp  hnnks  and  more  stall  to  serve  trie 
larger  library  population.  ,  ■  ■& 

*  "The  increased  population  would 
enable  us  to  get  more  federal  and  state 
<>id  so  we  '  cou^d  develop  a  -  corn- 


areas  there  is  most  interest  in  eventual 
construction  of  library  hranrhe.c  Thp 
branches  would  be  owned  bv  the  local¬ 
ity  which  builds  them,  but  operated  as 
part  ol  tne  regional  library  for  as  long 
as  the  jurisdictions  remain  together. 


UW*1 


In  addition  to  these,  the  library  of¬ 
fers  films  for  children  at  11  a.m.  and 
2  p.m.  Saturdays  and  “family  films” 
for  adults  at  7:30  p.m.  Wednesdays.' 

Story  hours  for  preschool  children 
are  held  at  11. a.m.  and  2  p.m.  Wednes¬ 
days  and  Thursdays,  and  youngsters 
can  “dial-a-story”  any  time  by  calling 
220-2040. 

Mrs.  Vazquez,  who  has  been  at  the 
library  since  last  April,  is  holding  a 
series  of  special  programs  for  adults. 
This  started  with  a  course  in  calli¬ 
graphy  —  the  art  of  beautiful  writing  — 
which  was  so  successful  it  had  to  be 


r  " 

ig  tutors 

msburg  /  JCC 


repeated. 

• '  The  librarian  is  considering  future 
programs  to  include  workshops  on  veg¬ 
etable  gardening  and  on  making  orien¬ 
tal  rugs,  a  panel  discussion  on  psy¬ 
chology  (including  transcendental  med¬ 
itation)  and  a  program-  on  the  Norge 
community. 

•  The  month  of  February  is  being 
devoted  to  a  series  of  programs  and 
exhibits  on  the  black  heritage. 

The  library’s  facilities  are  also 
brought  to  those  who  can't  visit  the 
building.  Roberta  McGaughran,  refer¬ 
ence  librarian,  visits  Williamsburg  Jail 
every  week  to  bring  a.  book  cart  to 
inmates,  continuing  a  project  started 
several  years  ago  with  help  of  the 
Junior  Woman’s  Club  of  Williamsburg. 
She  also  takes  the>cart  to  senior  citizen 
nutrition  centers  every  three  weeks. 

“We  also  have  a  new  homebound 
program  which  has  been  in  effect  for 
several  months  but,  so  far,  no  one  has 
taken  advantage  of  it,”  says  Mrs.  Vaz¬ 
quez.  “We  have  a  home  service  com¬ 
mittee  which  will  deliver  books  to  our 
patrons  who  can’t  get  out,  but  no  one 


has  called  about  it.” 

The  library  currently  has  10  full- 
,  time  employes  and  four  part-time 
.  pages. 

They’re  on  hand  to  check  out  books 
and  “open  our  collection  to  the  people” 
from  10  a.m .  to  9  p.m .  Mondays  through 
Thursdays,  10  a  m.  to  5  p.m.' Fridays 
and  Saturdays  and  1  to  5  p.m.  Sundays 
.v During  the  energy  crisis,  the  library 
is  open  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Mondays. 
Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays  from  10  a.m 
to  9  p.m.,  Thursdays  from  noon  to  i 
p.m.  and  Saturdays  from  10  a.m.  to  l 
p.m.  It’s  closed  Fridays  and  Sundays 
“We  have  quite  a  few  plans  for  the 
future,”  says  Mrs.  Vazquez,  including 
a  wing  for  a  community  room,  an  addi 
tion  for  self-contained  children’s  stor; 
hours  and  an  enlarged  circulation  desk 
Mrs.  Vazquez  also  hopes  to  improv< 
the  library’s  basic  collection  and  in 
crease  the  number  of  patrons. 

The  library  currently  has  6,194  pa 
trons  from  Williamsburg'  (including 
College  of  William  and  Mary),  5,26 
from  James  City  County  and  2,146  froj 
Yjjiit-Caygty.  ^ 


Wednesday,  Nov.  24, 1976 


'Newport  Newg/Va 


New  Poquoson  Publik  Library  opened  at  2  p.m.  Thursday  without  either  fanfare  or  ceremony. 


Publik’  facility 


opens 


in  a  quiet  way. 

So  it’s  appropriate  that  sharply  at  2 
p.m.  Thursday,  there  was  little  fanfare. 
Poquoson  Publik  Library  was  sim- 


By  ALAN  STOUDNOUR 
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Libraries  are  supposed  to  be  quiet 
tees,  and  Poquoson  likes  to  do  things 


ply  declared  open.  .  .  ; 

In  a  matter  of  minutes  the  first 
patron,  Scott  Mungo,  had  paid  his  mem¬ 
bership  fee  and  borrowed  two  books. 


For  the  re  ord,  Mungo’s  choices 
were  a  science  fiction  novel  by  Isaac 
Asimov  and  ai  Agatha  Christie  mys¬ 
tery. 

*  'V  . 

The  library  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
city's  Bicenteinial  Committee,  hence 
the  colonial  s|  elling  of  “publik.”  But 
rather  than  pieserve  that  committee, 
Poquoson  City  Council  has  been  asked 
to  consider  est  blishing  a  library  board 
to  keep  things  unning  and  to  find  ways 
to  support  thi  new  service. 

The  librarj  has  been  a  labor  of  love 
without  pay  fi  r  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Clarke  and  Mi  s.  Jessie  Forrest,  as  well 
as  for  other  volunteers  who  have  spent 
hours  since  eirly  spring  preparing  for 
Thursday.  Solfar,  expenses  have  been 
minimal.  All  (he  nearly  6.000  books  are 
donations,  either  from  attics,  garages 
or  other  libraries.  ~r  %  1 


for  courses  a:  the  college. v  ---,  ,  >  I, 

.)•  .J  \  "'V 

.  And  a  lot  of  .  people  donated  .every-' 
thing  from  complete’  sets  of  National 


Mrs.  Clarke. (left)  and  Bill  Holton  prepare  cards  for  cataloging  mass  of  tjooks  for  library 


Bud  Brown  is  one  of  the  first  to  use  new  facility. 


Geographic  and  Readers  Digest  Con¬ 
densed  Books  to  what  might  be  a  first 
edition  of  a  volume  of  poetry  by  James 
Montgomery,  printed  in  England  124 
years  ago.  1 

This  last  donation  has  been  placed 
with  a  dozen  or  so  other  books  Mrs. 
Forrest  and  Mrs.  Clarke  feel  may  have 
some  collector’s  value.  They’ll  look  into 
that  possibility  as  a  way  of  raising 
money  as  soon  as  they  get  a  chance. 

They’ve  received  encyclopedias, 
tons  of  fiction  and  non-fiction,  a  good 
selection  of  children’s  books  and  lots  of 
material  on  local  history. 

J  There’re  also  several  shelves  of  pa¬ 
perbacks  and  possibly  enough  duplicate 
copies  for  the  library  to  hold  a  book  sale 
as  another  money  raising  project. 

For  now,  the  major  task  is  getting 
organized. 

Mrs.  Clarke  was  busy  at  the  re¬ 
cycled  kitchen  table  in  the  back  room 


of  the  building  Thursday,  where  she's* 
been  for  months.  Around  her .  on'  the 
table  and  in  even  taller  stacks  on  the 
floor  were  a  couple  of  thousand  more 
books  to  be  checked,  filed,  referenced 
in  the  card  catalogue  and  shelved.  V, 

“We  just  take  them  one  at  a  time,',’; 
she  said,  barely  pausing  to  look  up. 
Then,  glancing  quickly  at  the  worlt 
ahead  of  her,  she  added,  “Just  like 
we’ve  been  doing  for  months.”  ' 

•„r 

Library  hours  are  .7  to  9  p.m.  Mon¬ 
days,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  2  to  5 
p.m.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  and  10 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

The  facility,  located  on  Odd  Roa(^ 
near  Poquoson  High  School,  is  open  to 
anyone  —  but  only  members  may  bor¬ 
row  books.  Membership  fees  (the 
library’s  only  source  of  income)  are  $1, 
for  adults,  50  qents  for  students  or  fSI 
for  a  family.  r  * 

. . 
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Three  library  workers  check  overdue  books  at  fihe 

i j 
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4,  Library  workers  feel  the  desk  greatly  improves 
both  the  appearance  and  the  efficiency  of  operation) 
in  the  checkout  area.  2,1" 

x-s  v  *•••  ■  -v  •  *?"*] 

The  library,  board  held  its  monthly  meetings 
recently  at  the  York  County  Administration  building;  '. 
_  "  doff 

*  William  Chamberlain  of  the  Virginia  State  Li¬ 
brary  staff  was  present,  at  the  invitation  of  the  boards 
to  answer  questions  and  discuss  the  advantages  and; 
disadvantages  of  a  regional  library  system. 


YORKTOWN  —  The  York  County  Public  Library 
will  remain  open  for  five  additional  hours  each  week, 
beginning  immediately. 

The  new.hours  are  from  10  to  2  and  7  to  9  Monday 
through  Friday  and  from  10  to  12  on  Saturdays.  ' 

The  library  has  recently  acquired  two  large 
moveable  display  boards  and  a  new  charging  desk. 

The  professional  charging  desk  replaces  a 
makeshift  desk  that  has  been  in  use  since  the  library 
was  opened  more  than  eight  years  ago. 
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York  gets  a  'wish 


By  KATHY  SCHWILLE 

.  Times-Herald  Staff  Writer  .  ? 

During  the  next  five  years,*  York 
County  should  consider  building  a:new 
library  in  Grafton,  fire  station  in 
Seaford,  a  new  high  school  in  Dare  and 
a  park  on  the  water  in  Seaford. 

That’s  the  message  from  county  de¬ 
partment  heads  in  the  capital  improve¬ 
ments  program  the  county-  planning 
commission  talked  about  Tuesday. 

Planning  staffers  call  the  improve¬ 
ments  program  a  “wish  list.”  In,  it, 
department  heads  say  what  they  think 
the  county  will  need  by  1982.  They 
estimate  what  the  things  might  cost  and 
where  the  money  might  come  from. 

The  plan  is  all  very  preliminary, 
especially  this  year,  since  this  is  the 
first  capital  improvements  program 
York- has  ever  had. 

According  to  senior  planner 
Katherine  Messenger,  the  vcom- 
missioners  don’t  really  have  to  do  any¬ 
thing*  with  it  —  just  look  at  it. 

They  could  recommend  priorities  to 
the  board  of  supervisors,  such  as  saying 
;  one  thing  should  be  built  before  anoth¬ 
er.  v . 

They  could,  on  the  other  hand,  dis- 
.  miss  it  as  “a  lot  of  bunk,’’  says  Ms. 
Messenger.  At  least,  she  says,  there  is 
a  range  of  choices  and  the  supervisors 
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will  be  aware  of  many  of  the  county’s 
needs  each  time  they  consider  spending 
money,  she  says. 

The  total  plan  suggests  expenditures 
of  $15.1  million,  with  money  coming 
from  the  county’s  general  fund,  general 
obligation  bonds,  and  revenue  sharing 
funds/  plus  some  state  and  federal  aid. 

The  “wish  list”  includes: 

•,  A  fire  station  for  Seaford  around 
1980,  after  the  proposed  station  for 
Bruton  has  been  built.  Money  could 
come  frodk  general  obligation  bonds, 
the  plan  sms.  Projected  estimate  is 
$283,100  for^const ruction  and  equip¬ 
ment-  \ 

•  A  new  library  for  Grafton,  to 
replace  the  library  at  Grafton  Shopping 
Center.  The  county  may,  by  that  time, 
be  part  of  a  regional  system  that  would 
permit  Williamsburg  and  James  City 
County  to  use  the  faciltiy,  and  allow 
York  residents  to  use  their  facilties. 

,  Construction  cost  is  projected  at 
\  $530,000  and  could  be  budgeted  in  Fiscal 
l  Year  1981.  ' 

—  •  A  maintenance  shop  for  county 
vehicles  and  machinery.  The  county 
uses  the  school  bus  maintenance  shop 
now,  but  with  machinery- that  will  be 
needed  for  utilities  upkeep,  it’s  esti¬ 
mated  the  county  will  need  a  shop  of  its 
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Cost  of  a  miantenance  shop  might  be 
about  $125,000  and  should  be  budgeted 
in  FY  1979.' 

•  Expansion  of  sewer  lines  to  other 

parts  of  Sanitary  District  2,  where  one 
sewer  project  is  under  way.  The  plan 
suggests  using  state  or  federal  funds, 
plus  “other”  undetermined  funds  at  a 
rate  of  about  $2  million  each  year 
through  1982.  ,•  • 

•  A  new  high  school  for  the  Dare 
area,  between  York  and  Tabb  high 
schools,  which  are  not  expected  to  be 
able  to  bear  the  burden  of  burgeoning 
development  there.  School  Supt.  Donald 
S.  Bruno  told  commissioners  the  county 
might  need  the  school  “around  1980” 
and  said  it  might  be  funded  with  a  state 
literary  loan. 

He  said  the  alternative  to  a  new  high 
school  would  be  to  bus  students  from 
Marlbank  and  Edgehill  to  Bruton-High 
School,  which  should  still  have  space. 

•  A  park  on  waterfront  land  in 
Seaford  that  Recreation  Director  Rob¬ 
ert  Kraus  would  like  to  see  the  county 
buy.  He  suggests  the  land  might  cost 
$380,000  and  could  be  developed  for 
about  $440,000  and  budgeted  ^  for  F'i 
1979.  Money  might  come  from  state  anc 
general  revenue  funds,  the  plan  ,sug 
gests. 


York  Events 


TODAY  —  The  county  registrar’s  office 
holds  voter  registration  for  all  qualified  per¬ 
sons  at  Tabb  High  from  8:30  a.m.  till  2  p.m. 

TODAY  —  A  report  on  the  possibility  of 
using  sewer  bond  issue  funds  for  extension  of 
public  water  service  is  made  at  a  L:30  p.m. 
Board  of  Supervisors  meeting'  at  the 
courthouse. 

TONIGHT  —  Following  a  6  p.m.  dinner,  the 
Bethel  Manor  School  P-TO  is  presented  the 
play,  “Bottom’s  Dream,”  an  adaptation  of 
William  Shakespeare’s  “A  Midsummer 

» Night’s  Dream,”  at  |7  p.m. 

•  TONIGHT  —  A  resume  workshop,  which 
includes  hints  on  compiling  a  resume  and 


writing  a  cover  letter,  is  held  at  8  p.m.  at  the 
York  County  Public  Library,  Grafton  Shop-, 
ping  Center. 

FRIDAY  —  The  31-member  Broome  Com¬ 
munity  College  Choir  of  Binghampton,  N.Y., 
performs  at  3  p.m.  at  the  Yorktown  Victory 
Center. 

SUNDAY  —  Del.  George  W.  Grayson 
meets  with  interested  citizens  from  2  to  3:30 
p.m.  at  his  Grafton  office,  ‘  Route  17  across 
from  the  shopping  center. 

TUESDAY  —  A  four-day.  chair  upholstery 
workshop,  conducted  by  the  York-Poquoson 
Extension  Division,  begins  at  St.  John’s  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  continues  daily  from  9:30  a.m. 
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RESUME  WORKSHOP 


There  will  be  a  Resume  Workshop  at  the  library  on  Thursday, 
March  31,  at  8:00  PM. 

The  workshop  will  cover  such  things  as: 

1.  The  kind  of  information  included  in  a  resume. 

2.  Overall  appearance  of  a  resume. 

3.  Helpful  hints  on  cover  letters. 

4.  A  brief  discussion  on  job  interviews. 

For  more  information,  contact  Joyce  A.  Odom  (library)  898-7671. 


t  • 
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I  s',  Va . ,  Thursday,  April  14, 1977 
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ii  .TODAY  —  /The  board  • 
of  supervisors  discuss  a 
proposed  Williamsburg 
Civic  Center  and 
schematic  drawings  for 
the  icountyi-  admidis- 
tration  complex  at  a  3:30 
p.m.  meeting  at  the  court 
Ihouse.-  '  ' 

f  TONIGHT  1  -  Con¬ 
sideration  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  1978  school  budget 
and.>  action  on  master 
plan  for  a  park  at  Lackey 
iare  on  the  agenda  for  a 
7:30  p.trii  meeting  of  the 
supervisors  )  at  the 
(courthouse. .  •  '' 

v.  FRIDAY  s-  Gov.  Mills 
jiS.v  Godwin  Jr.,  Mr.  and 
Mrst  *John  Warner  and 
Lewis  A>  McMurran  par- 


-ticipate'in  the  4:30  p.m.’ 
dedication  ceremony  of 
Virginia’s  time  capsule 
at  the  Yorktown  Victory 
'Center. 

SATURDAY  —  The 
First  Virginia  Regiment 
of  the  Continental  ,  Line 
(presents  vignettes  of 
camplife  through  out  the 
weekend  on  the  grounds 
of  the  Yorktown  Victory 
Center. 

SATURDAY  —  Band 
music  and  a  flag-raising 
ceremony  launch  a 
carnival,  marking  the 
opening  of  the  York 
County  Little  League  sea¬ 
son  at  11  a.m.  at  Grafton- 
Bethel  Elementary 
School. 


■  SUNDAY  —  Del. 
George  W.  Grayson  is- 
available ,  to  meet  -  with 
citizfens  from  2  to  .3:30 
p.m.  at  his  Grafton  of¬ 
fice,’,  Route  17  across 
froni\the  shopping  cen-! 

ter.  i 

SUNDAY  James 
Bland  Memorial  Scholar- 1 
ship  (district  competition  j 
begins  at  2  p.m.  at  Tabb 

■  High! 

■j  MONDAY  — ,  A  busi¬ 
ness  luncheon  oL  the. 
Yorktown  Women’s  Club 
is  held  A^lO-a.m.  at, 
Yorktlflpn^  Baptist 

fON.DAY  -  The  deadr 
f  line  >dor  submitting 
posters  for  the  county 


[library’s  poster  contest 
for  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth ,  ( 
graders  is  9  p.m.  at  the 
library,  Grafton  Shop- 
:  ping  Center.  I 

MONDAY  -  The  York 
County  Public  Library  i 
Board  meets  at  7<30  p.m. 
at  the  county,;  adminis¬ 
tration,  building,  Ballard 
eet  in  Yorktown. 
t,  r  TUESDAY  A  ques-  ' 
tion  and  answer  period 
follows..  Del.;  Grayson’s  , 
review  of  legislative  ac¬ 
tion  affecting  county  resi- 
dents  at  a  7:30  p.m.  pub- 


vents 


lie  forum,  sponsored  by 
the;  Yorkville  Citizens 
Group,  (at  Yorktown  In- 
‘  ediate  School. 

TUESDAY  -  Lester 
Halverson,  Yorktown 
wildlife  and  wiidflower 
photographer,  presents  a 
[slide  show  and  lecture  at 
m.  at  the  library. 

"WEDNESDAY  -  The 
York  Cqpnty  Bicenten¬ 
nial  Commission  meets  | 
at  7:30  p.m.'  at  the 
courthouse.  •  *  . 

'  For  announcements  of 


your  organization’s  ac¬ 
tivities  call  the  Yorktown 
office  at  887-5506  between 
8:30  a.m.  and  5:30  p.m. 


'  >  >,4»  '  %■> ‘ '  /•  H 

?;  Visit  Cancelled;: 

YORKTOWN  -iThe  scheduled  visit 
from  author  Mary  Louise  Clifford  to  the 
York  County  Public  Library  Thursday 
night  has  been  cancelled. 

Mrs.  Clifford  was  to  speak' on  “Ap¬ 
proach  to  Writing.”,,  .( 


By  KATHY  SCHWILLE  system  at  a  later  date,  but  will  at  the  want  at  the  c 

staff  wrttac  same  time  consider  other  alternatives  Center  librar 

'>,'r  York  County  won’t' join  a  regional  .  for  improving' library1,  service.  Hampton, 

library  system,  this' year  because  the  Improved  library  service  is  some-  “It’s  unlik 

cost  is  too  high  and  the  benefits  too  few,  thing  York  really  needs,  according  to'  burg,”  he  sa 

according  to. York  Library  Board  Chair-  McCord.  The  county’s  $l-per-capita  li-  *  "We’d  lik 

man  J.  Marshall  Hughes.  brary  expenditure  is  one  of  the  lowest  -  library,  sure, 

’ .  Hughes  said  tpday  the  board  )tas  in.  the  state,  he  said.  But  in  the 

recommended  the  .county  not  join  a  Williamsburg’s  per-capita  expen-  County’s  pH 
regional,  system  being  organized;  by  diture  for  libraries  is  $12.  listed  a  new 

Willidmsburg  and  James  City  County  —  But.  Hughes  said  people  in  lower  provements  p 

tl-i  _ L  )*  ’-  I  y-l _ l  _ U  #■  ‘  J  __l _ A.  t.  t _  _ - _ 


York  County'who  don’t  find  what  they  years!1. 

•..•••  ■/,  K  ..  _5 _ _ __ 


loses  Book 
vary  Plan 


The  hopes  for  a  fully  funded 
regional  library  complete  with 
a  bookmobile  in  Williamsburg, 
James  City  County  and  York 
County  were  dashed  last  week 
when  the  York  library,  board 
voted  against  participating  in  a 
regional  system. 

Joining  the  system  would 
have  raised  York’s  library 
budget  from  $30,000  to  $79,000. 
For  the  amount  of  money  we 
would  have  to  spend,  we  would 
not  get  enough  out  of  it,”  said 


per  year  to  use  the  city  library. 
York  officials  are  afraid  a 
regional  system  would  benefit 
only  Bruton  District,  said 
McCord.  ■  i  •••  ’ 


Grafton.  The  proposed  contract  called 
for  York  to  contribute  “about  $79,000,” 
Hughes  said 

“For  the  amount  of  money  .we  would 
have  to  spend,  we  would  not  get  enough 
out  of  it,”,  he  added. 

What  the  county  would  have  gained, 
“basically,”  he  said,,  was  a  bookmobile 


it  could  use  several  days  a  week. 

But:  presumably,  York  County  resi¬ 
dents  could  have  used  the  Williamsburg 
library  for  free,  whereas  families  now 
pay.  $5  each  year:;'.*  (. 

Hughes  said  the  free  use  of  a  Wil¬ 
liamsburg  library  wouldn’t  help  the 
lower  county  residents,  who  would  find 
Hampton  or  Newport  News  libraries 
closer,  and  also  free. 

York  County’s  absence  from  the  re¬ 
gional  system  will  mean  the  system  will 
not  receive  as  much  state  aid  as  it 
would  have  if  York'  had  joined,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Williamsburg  City  Councilman 
James  N.  McCord  Jr.  , 

McCord  said  today  the  regional  sys¬ 
tem  would  have  received  $40,000  to  buy 
a  bookmobile  if  York  had  joined,  but 
will  only  receive  $20,000  without  York. 

A  bookmobile,  he  noted,  costs  about 
$35,000. 

The  state’s  annual  grant  to  the  re¬ 
gional  library  will  be  less  without  .York, 
too,  he  said.  . 

Hughes  said  York’s  library  board, 
will  “still  consider”  joining  the  regional , 


maoism 
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NATIONAL  LIBRARY  WEEK 
April  17-23 
EVENTS 


I.  Les  Halverson 


Lecture  and  slide  show  on  wild  flowers. 
Tuesday,  April  19,  1977  at  8:00  P.M. 


TI.  Mary  Louise  Clifford 


* 


Author  of  The  Land  and  People  of  the  Arabian 
Peninsula  (Series  -  Portraits  of  a  Nation) . 
Lecture  on  writing. 

Thursday,  April  21,  1977  at  8:00  P.M. 


III.  Children’s  Hour 

All  ages  -  refreshments  and  movies. 
Saturday,  April  23,  1977  at  10:30  A.M. 


W  ednesday,  April  20, 1977 


Library  Week 


Lori  Fitz  turns  poster  over  to 
Mrs.  Sharon  Caldwell  for  the 
York  County  Public  Library’s 
contest  in  observance  of  National 
Library  Week.  Prizes  of  new 
books  will  be  awarded  winners  of 


the  contest,  which  is  open  to 
fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  graders. 
Posters  should  be  on  the  libraries 
or  reading.  The  observance  will 
end  with  a  children’s  party,  at 
10:30  a.m.  Saturday. 


Poster  Winners 

YORKTOWN  —  Prize  winning  posters  drawn 

for  the  recent  National  Library  Week  poster 

contest  at  the  York  Public  Library  have  been 

announced. 

They  are:  fourth  grade  —  Russell  Fowler, 

Magruder  Elementary,  First;  Laura  Propst, 

Grafton  Bethel,  second;  Wendy  Geary,  Aimes 

Guardipee  and  Linda  Olstad,  Yorktown  Elemen- 

tary,  honorable  mentions. 

Fifth  grade  —  Diane  Sorenson,  Denbigh 

Baptist  Christian  School,  first;  Lori  Fitz, 

Seaford  Elementary,  second. 

Sixth  grade  —  One  winning  poster  submitted 

by  Cindy  Fulmer,  Jason  Knight  and  Rhonda 

Oyler  from  Tabb  Elementary. 

YORK  COUNTY  QUILT 


\ 

Homemakers  Have 


History  All  Sewed  Up 


_ 

’“But  it  was  hard  limiting  it  all  to  just 
20  squares,”  tells  Mrs.  Williams.  ‘‘There’s 
just  so  much  history  here  to  choose  from !” 

;  ' 

"N.  * 

Among  the  motifs  chosen  for  the  squares 
are  the  French,  British  and  American 
flags,  symbolic  of  each  country’s  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  area.  This  design  was  inspired 
by  the  flag  at  the  Yorktown  Victory  Center. 

V-  In  fact,  all  the  various  designs  used 
the  20  squares  have  been  taken  from  some  1 
tangible  local  source  of  inspiration. 

For,unstance,  one  of  the  more  striking 
squares  on  the  quilt  is  the  York  County 
Seal:-  “But  I  couldn’t  find  a  color  replica 
of  the  seal  anywhere,”  admits  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liams,  who  laughingly  recalls  hours  spent 
upon  the  hood  of  her  car  copying  detail  off 
her  automobile  sticker! 

y  r'.  •  .  - 

y\.lso  commemorated  in  the  needlework 
areithe  Yorktown  waterfront  as  it  appeared 
in  1754,  Yorktown  landmarks  such  as  the 
Thomas  Nelson”  House,  the  Grace 
Episcopal  'Church, ’the  Cornwallis  Cave, 


i 


Swan  Tavern,  the  Yorktown  Monument, 
the  Thomas  Sessions  House,  George  P.* 
Coleman  Memorial  Bridge  and  a  depiction 
of  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

.  -  _ c  ^  .> 

Some  of  the  more  unique  squares  en¬ 
vision  such  momentous  moments, in  York 
County  history  'as  the  surrender  of  Corn¬ 
wallis,  a  scene  of  the  Yorktown  battlefield 
replete  with  redoubt  and  cannon  —  and 
last,  but  not  least,  the  paper-doll  represen-' 
tation  of  the  members  who  worked  so  hard" 
at  pulling  this  magnificent  quilt  together.  , 

When  it  was  first  finished,  the  quilt  was 
shown  around  the  Peninsula  from  the 
Yorktown  Victory  Center  to  the  York  Coun¬ 
ty  Library.  And  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  this 
lovely,  tribute  ttf  Yorlt^Coimty  worii  first 
prize  in  the  Hainpton^j^S  and  Humanities 
Needlework  Festival  this>j^ear,  the  quilt  is 
now  quietly  and  uselessly  stored  in  plastic; 


*. 
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“We’re  going  to  find  a  place  for  it;” 
insists  Mrs.  Williams..  “We  want  it, to  be 
displayed  in  a  place  where  everyone  can 
take  advantage  of  seeing  it  and  enjoying 


it\”n 


The  York  County  Bicentennial  Quilt  is  a  truly 
astonishing  piece  of  needlework  —  a  tribute  not 
only  to  those  who  worked  so  diligently  in  stitching 
it  together,  but  to  York  County  itself.  Close-ups  on 
this  page  show  detail  of  three  of  the  20  squares. 
The  York  County  Seal  —  a  symbol  of  contemporary 
York  County  —  was  lifted  directly  off  a  county  car 
sticker.  The  battlefield  square,  done  by  R.  Sum- 
merfield,  was  one  of  the  more  unique,  originally 
designed  squares  on  the  quilt.  The  Moore  House 
square,  executed  meticulously  by  F.  Haynie,  was 
drawn  by  Sheila  Williams’  husband  and  thereby 
designed  for  the  quilt. 
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by  .Susan  Bruno 


THE  history  of  Yorktown  and  York 
County  has  been  put  under  the  needle  L 
And  the  end  result  is  a  magnificent  20- 
square,  handmade,  appliqued  quilt  — 
which  will,  no  doubt,  be  around  and  still 
admired  at  the  tricentennial  celebration! 

The  York  County  Bicentennial  Quilt  is 
an  impressive  piece  of  needlework  com¬ 
pletely  designed  and  executed  by  the  20 
members  of  the  Edgehill  Extension 
Homemaker’s  Club. 

Member  Sheila  Williams  of  York  County 
designed  each  of  the  20  original  design 
squares  —  one  for  each  member  of  the 
organization. 

“It  was  a  real  undertaking,”  admits 
Mrs.  Williams  —  particularly  in  light  of  the 
fact  that  only  three  members  of  the  group 
had  done  any  quilting  prior  to  the  project. 

“We  originally  planned  to  make  the  quilt 
to  sell  as  part  of  our  Bicentennial  tribute,” 
she  explains.  “But  by  the  time  the  thing 
was  finished,  there  was  no  way  we  could 
ever  part  with  it.” 

And  it’s  no  wonder  the  group  became 
attached  to  the  quilt.  Mrs.  Williams  is  quick 
to  talk  about  the  hundreds  of  hours  invested 
in  th& various  stages  that  led  to  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  York  County  quilt. 

The  members  each  chose  one  square  on 
which  to  applique  and  embroider  one  of  the 
designs.  When  this  phase  of  the  project  was 
done,  which  took  from  October  76  to  last 
January,  the  actual  quilting  began. 

Reminiscent  of  quilting  bees  of  the  past, 
an  old  quilt  frame  was  erected  in  the 
Williams’  attic  —  and  was  to  remain  a 
permanent  fixture  there  until  completion  of 
the  project.  The  quilt  was  completed  in 
March  of  this  year. 

Aptly  bordered  in  Yorktown  Blue,  the 
quilt  itself  tells  the  story  of  Yorktown  and 
York  County  from  past  to  present. 


Bicentennial  Quilt 

YORKTOWN — The  Bicentennial 
quilt  of  Yorktown  will  be  on  display  at 
the  York  County  Library,  Grafton  Shop¬ 
ping  Center,  from  now  through  Satur¬ 
day  from  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  and  7  to  9 
p.m. 

A  quilted  history  of  Yorktown,  it  was 
made  by  members  of  the  Edgehill  Ex¬ 
tension  Homemakers  Club. 
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The  ing  while  they'  borrow 
and  report  on  their  books. 

The  program  is  under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  Gerl 
i  Reichle  assisted  by  Mrs. 

|e  Jamie  Katzberg  and  a 

number  of'  volunteer 
mothers'.  V 

The  first  reading  ses¬ 
sion  for  the  children  will 
be  June  14.  The  final  day 
will  include  a  puppet 
the  show.  entltled^*Sir  Kevin 
of  Devon”  produced  by 
Mrs.  Sandra  Hanna.  Chil¬ 


dren  need  not  attend  all 
meetings  to  participate 
in  the  program. 

Although  there  will  be 
no  organized  meetings 
for  the  fourth  through 
eighth  grade  group,  be¬ 
ginning  June  2  any  York 
child  who  studied" in  these 
grades  in  the  past  school 
year  may  pick  up  an  in¬ 
struction,  sheet  from  the 
library  and  enroll  in  the 
program.  (l  , . 


yorktown 

York  County  Public 
Library’s  summer  read¬ 
ing  program  will  begin 
June  14  and  end  on  Aug. 


The  program  for  the 
pre-schoolers  will  use  the 
theme  "The  Haunted 
House  Reading  Club”, 
and  will  be  held  each 
Tuesday  morning  from 
10:30  to  11:30. 

Children  will 
opportunity  watch 
movies  or  hear  story  tell- 


York  Library  Program  Begins 


Children  listen  to  stories  read  by 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter  during 
reading  hour  at  the  York  County 
Public  Library  in  Grafton.  The 
reading  incentive  program  for 
pre-schoolers  through  the  fourth 


grade  will  be  held  every  Tuesday 
from  10:30  until  11:30  a.m. 
through  Aug.  2.  About  75  children 
attended  the  first  session.  A  read¬ 
ing  program  for  children  from  the 
fourth  through  the  eighth  grades 
is  also  under  way. 


A  puppet  show,  presented  by  Mrs. 
Sandra  Hanna,  marks  the  end  of  an 
eieht-week  Droeram  for  youngsters 


Puppet  Show 

at  the  York  County  Public  Library  at 
Grafton.  Mrs.  Hanna  shows  “Sir 
Kevin  of  Devon”  to,  from  left,  Rich¬ 


(SiaH  Photo  By  Robert  eravesj 

ard  and  Stephanie  Hanna  and  Beth 
Jensen.  Children  attending  the 

session  filled  the  library. 
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CHALLENGES  r'UK  NEW  LIBRARY  BOARD 

Members  of  the  first  County  Library  3oard 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in 
York  find  themselves  very  busy.  Appointed 
in  January,  the  five  members  have  already 
established  a  set  of  by-laws  under  which 
they  operate,  are  studying  the  possibility 
of  regionalizing  with  the  James  City- 
County-Williamsburg  library  system,  are 
preparing  to  advise  the  county  supervisors 
on  the  library  budget,  and  are  moving  to 
establish  a  Friends  of  the  Library  organiz¬ 
ation. 

The  Library  Board  is  an  advisory  body  which 
has  almost  no  actual  power  to  vote  on  funds 
or  policy.  A  member  is  appointed  from  each 
electoral  district  for  a  four  year  term. 

The  members  drew  straws  to  decide  who  would 
serve  shorter  terms  so  that  the  turnover  on 
the  board  would  be  staggered. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter  of  the  Marlbank  and 
Yorktown  area  is  serving  a  four  year  term. 
Elizabeth  Rogers,  an  elementary  school  li¬ 
brarian  in  the  York  County  school  system 
from  the  Bruton  area,  is  serving  for  two 
years.  Dr.  J.  Marshall  Hughes -II,  who  is 
a  technical  services  librarian  at  NABA  and 
lives  in  the  Seaford  area,  drew  a  one  year 
term.  Mrs.  Kitty  Insley,  who  lives  in  the 
Grafton  area  and  is  the  secretary  at  VPI t& 

SU  Extension  office,  will  serve  for  three 
years.  Lt.  Col.  (ret.)  William  J.  btifft 
lives  in  the  Tabb-Bethel  area  and  is  serv¬ 
ing  a  four  year  term. 

The  question  of  regionalizing  the  York 
County  Library  system  is  a  serious  one  for 
the  board  to  consider.  According  to  Virginia 
Code,  the  library  board  must  vote  in  favor 
of  the  move  before  it  is  considered  by  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Under  one  suggested  contract  for  the  region¬ 
alization  of  the  York  system  with  James  City 
County  and  'Williamsburg,  according  to  Mrs. 
Beverly  Dudley,  York  County  Librarian,  both 
libraries  would  function  under  a  single  bud¬ 
get  with  a  single  library  board.  York's 
present  annual  budget  is  $35,000.  Almost 
all  of  this  money  comes  from  the  county, 
with  the  exception  of  gifts  of  $1,500.  Under 
this  contract  York  would  have  two  members 
on  a  seven  member  board. 

This  plan  also  offers  the  possibility  of 
the  purchase  of  a  bookmobile  with  federal 
funds,  Mrs.  Dudley  said.  The  operating  and 


Books 
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The  far  out  is  in 
with  local  sf  club 


By  CHERYL  TUCKER 

Times-Herald  Features  Editor 

The  normal-looking  group  of  people  is 
sitting  in  a  circle  at  the  York  County  Library 
in  Grafton  Shopping  Center  If  you  get  closer, 
though,  you  can  overhear  them  talking  about 
quarks,  “cons”  and  crickets  taking  over  the 
world. 

If  your  eyes  start  nervously  searching  for 
an  exit  sign,  then  you're  not  a  candidate  for 
HaRoSFA.  But  if  the  topics  of  conversation 
make  some  kind  of  sense  to  you,  the  Hampton 
Roads  Science  Fiction  Association  will  wel¬ 
come  you  with  open  arms. 

What  started  in  April  as  two  women’s  way 
of  sharing  their  love  for  science  fiction  has 


Terry  Gray  donned  "overgrown 
Jawa"  costume  for  the  camera. 


blossomed  into  a  club  with  a  core  of  about  a 
dozen  dues-paying  regulars.  And  they’re 
always  looking  for  recruits. 

Margaret  Cubberly  of  Grafton  and  Mary 
Tyrrell  of  Newport  News  are  the  mother  fig¬ 
ures  and  driving  force  behind  the  mostly  male 
group.  Although  they  go  out  of  their  way  not 
to  be  obvious  about  it,  they  nevertheless  run 
things  —  planning  the  meetings  and  field  trips, 
arranging  for  films,  writing  the  club  magazine 
The  Liberated  Quark  and  generally  keeping 
things  going  in  an  orderly  fashion. 

“We  have  a  bigger  stake  in  it  because  we 
started  it,”  explains  Mrs.  Tyrrell. 

The  group  is  a  diverse  one,  ranging  from 
13-year-old  Scott  Hensley,  a  precocious  young¬ 
ster  with  a  flair  for  electronics,  to  the  40-ish 
Ms.  Cubberly,  a  retired  librarian  and  mother 
of  one.  There’s  also  a  generous  sprinkling  of 
NASA  engineers,  physicists,  college  students, 
a  teacher  and  an  artist. 

What  they  share  is  a  love  of  science  fiction 
in  one  or  many  of  its  manifestations  —  heavy 
technology,  fantasy,  sf  art,  films,  conventions, 
etc.  The  television  special  about  J.R.R. 
Tolkien's  “The  Hobbit”  is  as  enthusiastically 
discussed  as  the  film  "Close  Encounters  of  the 
Third  Kind,”  which  everyone  seems  to  be 
anticipating  with  ill-concealed  delight. 

Besides  trying  to  devise  ways  to  tunnel  into 
the  adjoining  ABC  store,  they’re  also  in¬ 
terested  in  fandom,  the  social  aspect  of  being 
a  science-fiction  aficionado.  It’s  just  nice  to  be 
able  to  sit  around  and  talk  about  strange  things 
without  other  people  thinking  you’re  strange. 

As  Ivan  Clark  puts  it,  it’s  one  way  “to 
preserve  your  sanity  ...just  think  if  you  had  to 
spend  all  your  time  with  people  from  your 
office.” 

“Our  group  is  very  sociable  and 
outgoing... a  close-knit  group,”  says  Ms.  Cub¬ 
berly,  whose  husband  Norman  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber.  “It’s  like  a  home,  with  people  who  share 
your  interests..  We  all  feel  like  we  have  some¬ 
thing  good  going.” 

What  is  it  about  science  fiction  that  at- 


Staff  photos  by  G.  F.  Bryant  Jr. 


Mrs.  Cubberly  and  Brooks  study  book  of  fantasy  art. 


tracts  such  devoted  followers,  providing  grist  can’t  do  with  realistic  stories,”  he  says, 
for  enough  conventions  around  the  country  to  Brooks  is  an  active  conventiongoer,  having 

keep  a  convention  hopper  busy  every  day  of  once  trekked  as  far  as  Australia  for  one.  The 

the  year?  local  group  would  like  to  put  on  a  convention 

“I’ve  been  interested  in  it  as  far  back  as  or  “con”  but,  ironically,  one  of  the  major 

I  can  remember,  says  Ned  Brooks,  computer  obstacles  is  a  technical  one. 

programer  and  wind-tunnel  engineer  at  NASA  “One  of  the  things  you  need  besides  a  hotel 

as  well  at  a  serious  collector  of  sf.  He  was  is  a  member  with  a  movie  projector  who  knows 

elected  the  club's  sole  officer,  treasurer,  when  how  to  run  it,”  Brooks  says, 

he  made  trie  mistake  of  missing  a  meeting.  So  The  next  meeting  of  the  Hampton  Roads 

he’s  in  charge  of  everyone’s  $3  a  year  dues.  Science  Fiction  Association  is  at  8  p.m.  Dec. 

“I  likfc  strange  stories  about  interesting  M  at  the  York  County  Library,  Grafton  Shop- 
people.  Yfu  can  do  things  in  fantasy  that  you  ping  Center,  Route  17. 


Library  Friends 
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JElect  Officers 

r  YORKOWN  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  E. 
gThomsep  of  Edgehill  were  elected  co- 
'.presidents  of  the  recently  organized, 
•‘iFriends  of  the  YorR  County  Public 
-library.”  < 

•its  The  organization  was  formed  to  help 
develop  the  existing  library  facility  at 
1  the  Grafton  Shopping  Center  and  ex¬ 
pand  library  services  and  programs  for 
.^{he  community.  It  will  also  work  at 
stimulating  gifts  •■of  books  and  endow¬ 
ments.  •  IJ 

Other  officerSj  are  Ann  Fisher,  first 
'vice  president;  Mrs.  Judy  Shields,  sec¬ 
ond  vice  president;  Mrs.  Grace  Con¬ 
klins,  recording  secretary;  Tina  Rich- 
^.ar'dson,  correspondence  secretary;  and 
J^ester  Halverson,  treasurer; 

“  "  Membership  information  is  avail¬ 
able  at  the  library  or  by  contacting  the 
*'‘p'f|!icers.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
Sept.  22  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  library. 
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"^  WEDNESDAY  -  A  story  hour  for 
pre-school  children,  which  '  includes 
films,  is  held  at  10  a.m.  at  the  York 
public  library,  .  Grafton  Shopping  Cen- 
_ teEj _ _ _ — — - — - 


YORK  COUNTY 


Library  Plans  For  Holiday 


YORKfOWN  —  Craft  classes  in 
making  Christmas  ornaments  and  a 
series  of  films  are  scheduled  during  the 
school  holiday  at  th(e  York  County  Pub¬ 
lic  Library,  Grafton  Shopping  Center, 

,i  ■  ■  '•  ■ . 

The  craft  classes  will  be  held  next 
j  Tuesday  from  10  to  11  a  m.  and  1  to  2 
p.m.  for  children  in  grades  four  through 
(eight.;  Instructors  will  be  York  County 
Junior  4-H  leaders.  There  is  a  25-cent 
fee.  f  ;  •> 

■  1  ■  I  .1 ,  (■' 

Movies  lasting  an  hour  and  a  half 
begin  Monday  at  11  a.m.,  1p.m.  and  7 
p.m.,  continuing  at  those  times  Dec.  21 
to  23.  Only  the  7  p.m  showing  is  sched¬ 
uled  Tuesday.  r — —  — ,  ^ 


The  movies  will  be  obtained  from 
the  Virginia  State  Library.  Although 
geared  for  children  in  the  upper 
elementary  school  grades;  the  showings 
are  free  to  anyone. 

The  pre-school  story,  hours  on  Dec. 
21  and  28  halve  been  cancelled 

Three  meetings  are  scheduled  this 
week  at  the  library,  including  the 
“HaRo>”  or  Hampton  Roads,  Science 
Fiction  Club  Wednesday  at  8  p.m.;- 
Friends  of  the  Library,,  a  volunteer 
group-  Thursday  at  1  p.m.;  and  the 
library  board  Saturday  at  10:30  a.m.:’. 

The  library  will  be  fclosed  Dec.  24  to 
J  26  and  Dec,  31  to  Jan  2.^ 


Friends 

y  (Ae  \brk 
Library 

P.O.  Box  1523  •  Grafton,  VA  23692 


j  NEWSLETTER 

Fall  gAeetings  to  all  oua  "Fniends  o &  the  YoAk  County  LibAaAy" .  you  subscnibe  to  the. 
VoAk  Town  CaIca,  the.  Novembea  3Ad  issue  contained  a  oe.fi y  excellent  aAticle  coveaing  the. 
state  oft  oua  HbAoAy  at  pAes  ent.  Hope  you  all  have.  dAopped  by  the.  libAaAy  si nee.  becoming 
one  ofi  oua  membeAs.  Ifi  so  you  will  be  awane  ofi  the  many  needs,  tome,  ofi  which  we  hope  to 
supply.  Tlviough  ouA  membenship  we  can  make  moAc  people  awaAe  o £  this  impoAtant  community 
seAvice,  which  needs  help!  We  need  youA  enthusiasm  and  whateveA  financial  assistance  and. 
volunteeA  seAvice  you  can  give. 

Oua  initial  pAoject  was  the  puAchase  o  £  fiuAnituAe  and  a  Aug  £oa  the  childAenS  aAea. 

Come  by  and  see  what  youA  membeAship  has  made  possible.  TheAe  aAe  many  moAe  things  we 
can  do  even  at  the  pnesent  location.  We  would  like  suggestions  fiAom  you,  things  that  we 
pAobably  have  neve a  thought  about.  Leave  youA  suggestions  at  the  desk  when  you  come  by. 

TheAe  will  be  a  membenship  dAive  soon  that  will  include  contacting  the  business  inms 
in  the  county  to  solicit  theiA  membeAship  and  suppoAt.  Vid  you  know  that  ¥  Abends  o£ 
the  LibAaAy  is  a  national  QAganization? 

At  oua  annual  meeting  next  spAing  we  will  be  honoAing  oua  pAesent  volunteeA  woAkeAs . 

Also  at  this  time  we  will  have  election  o&  o^iceas  &oa  the  yeaA.  PeAhaps  some  ofi  you 
would  consideA  seAving  on  oua  boaAd.  New  £aces  can  mean  pAogAess. 

I any  ofi  you  have  a  chance,  while  in  Williams  buAg ,  dAop  by  the  Williams  buAg  Regional 
CLbnaAy.  They  have  a  "fAiends"  oAganization  up  theAe  which  is  a  veAy  active  gAoup.  They 
have  been  Aesponsible  ^oa  many  gifits  as  well  as  sponsoAing  pAogAams  thAoughout  the  yeaA 
l oa  adults  as  well  as  childAen.  We  would  like  to  do  the  same  | \oa  VoAk  County. 

NOTES  FROM  THE  LIBRARY 

Coming  soon  at  the  LibAaAy— tape  cassettes'.  The  display  Aack  is  heAe,  and  a  numbeA  ofi 
cassettes  have  aAAived  and  an.e  being  cataloged.  A  vaniety  will  be  soon  available  Ioa 
checkout,  including  both  poplaA  and  classical  music,  childAen' s  stoAies  and  songs,  and 
spoken  AecoAdings — something  £oa  eveAyone. 
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F tn  the  pft.eAch.o0Z  Act,  Captain  Kangaftoo  PZ.ctuft.cpag eA  aac  available  at  the  LZ.bftaft.Lf  evefty 
week.  The  poplaft  Atofty  houft  continues,  at  10:30  TueAday  moftnlngs .  The  Atofty  lady 
ftequeAtA  that  m$ thefts  not  bftlng  childft.cn  undeft  thft.ee  yeaftA  old,  oft.  thoAe  who  often' t  yet 
fteady  to  Ait  still  oft  the  At$fty  and  tfilm  pftogftam.  The  ZaAt  Atofty  houft  befiofte  ChftiAtmaA 
will  be  0n  Vecembeft  11,  and  will  fieatufte  a  ApeciaZ  Walt  Vlsney  movie.  The  movie  will  be 
Ahown  again  0n  Vecembeft  13,  at  11  and  3.  Again  thiA  yeaft  thefte  will  be  movies  { oft  the 
AchooZ-age  childften  dufting  the  ChftiAtmaA  holidays.  Votes  and  times  will  be  poAted  in 
the  L ibftafty  eaftJUj  in  Vecembeft. 

Anotheft  new  item  at  the  Libftafty:  Sewing  patteftn  catalogs.  Patftons  can  choose  at  ZetAufte 
fiftom  Vogue,  Butteftlck,  McCalls  and  Simplieity  patteftn  bo0ks.  [Mo,  the  Libftafty  does  not 
sell  patteftnA ) . 

And  otf  couftse,  as  alwayA ,  thefte  afte  many  new  books  on  the  shelves.  Vufting  the  month 
otf  Octobeft,  2 04  adult  b0oks  and  SO  new  childften  bo0ks  wefte  added  to  the  collection. 

A  ftemlndeft  ofi  Libftafty  houfts:  Monday  -  Wednesday:  10-4,  7-9,  Thuftsday  -  Fftlday  10-2, 

7-9;  Satuftday,  10-2. 


